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The Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association, Inc.
(WNGGA) was established in 1929 when over 1500 per-
sons, primarily from Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and
Ontario, held a Gymanfa Ganu on Goat Island, Niagara
Falls, New York, on Labor Day weekend.

The organization was officially incorporated in the state of
Ohio in 1951. In 1961 the United States Internal Revenue
Service classified it as a 501-c-3 organization.

OBJECTIVES

The basic objectives of the WNGGA as stated in the
WNGGA Constitution Article 2 are:

To preserve, develop and promote our Welsh
religious and cultural heritage, including but not
limited to the Gymanfa Ganu, and our religious
and cultural traditions, and to do all things
necessary and proper to accomplish and enhance
the same.

NATIONAL GYMANFA GANU

One of the major ways in which the Objectives are
implemented is through the annual National Gymanfa
Ganu. This is the premiere event for members of the
WNGGA and all other persons who enjoy singing Welsh
hymns.

The "National" is held on the four days before Labor
Day. Over 1,000 persons annually attend and participate
in seminars, a banquet, a grand concert, an eisteddfod (a
competitive event), tours, and a Welsh-English church
service.

The climax at each National is the Labor Day Sunday
afternoon and evening singing sessions which are attended
by over 1,000 persons each time. The participants sing
30-35 of the Welsh hymns in parts led by a conductor and
accompanied by an organist and/or pianist and often a
choir. Sites where the National Gymanfa Ganu have been
held since the beginning are:

1929--Niagara Falls, NY; 1930--Niagara Falls, NY; 1931--
Niagara Falls, NY; 1932--Niagara Falls, NY; 1933--Chicago, IL;
1934--Clevetand, OH; 1935--Youngstown, OH; 1936--Atlantic
City, NJ; 1937--Johitsiown, PA; 1938--Piusburgh, PA; 1939--
Buffalo, NY; 1940--Détroit, MI; 1941--New Castle, PA; 1942--

Utica, NY; 1943, 1944, 1945--No National was held; 1946--Ak-
ron, OH; 1947--Akron, OH; 1948--Detroit, MI; 1949--Salt Lake
City, UT; 1950--Canton, OH; 1951--Milwaukee, WI; 1952--Co-
lumbus, OH; 1953--Rochester, NY; 1954--Philadelphia, PA;
1955--Salt Lake City, UT; 1956--Cleveland, OH; 1957--Wash-
ington, DC; 1958--Milwaukee, WI; 1959--Toronto, ON; 1960--
San Francisco, CA; 1961--Chicago, IL; 1962--Utica, NY; 1963--
Detroit, MI; 1964--Philadelphia, PA; 1965--Pittsburgh, PA; 1966-
-Los Angeles, CA; 1967--Toronto, ON; 1968--Buffalo, NY;
1969--Cardiff, Wales, and Cleveland, OH; 1970--Milwaukee, WI;
1971--Salt Lake City, UT; 1972--Chicago, IL; 1973--Toronto,
ON: 1974--Swansea, Wales, and Cleveland, OH; 1975--New
York, NY; 1976--Philadelphia, PA; 1977--Ottawa, ON; 1978--
Minneapolis, MN; 1979--Niagara Falls, NY; 1980--Vancouver,
BC; 1981--Utica, NY; 1982--Toronto, ON; 1983--Wilkes-Barre,
PA; 1984--Portland, OR; 1985--Montreal, PQ; 1986--Columbus,
OH; 1987--St. Paul, MN; 1988--Baltimore, MD; 1989--Pitts-
burgh, PA; 1990--Victoria, BC; 1991--Cincinnati, OH; 1992--
Kansas City, MO; 1993--Wilkes-Barre, PA; 1994--Bellevue, WA;
1995--Harrisburg, PA; 1996--Utica, NY; 1997--Milwaukee, WI;
1998--Columbus, OH; 1999--Minneapolis, MN; 2000--Ottawa,
ON; 2001--San Jose, CA.

Information about the National including an announcement
flier and the official Information Registration flier is auto-
matically sent from WNGGA Headquarters to WNGGA
members as soon as it is available. The information about
the Nationals is available on request from the International
Headquarters and/or WNGGA/Venue WEBsites.

WNGGA PUBLICATIONS

The WNGGA has adopted an official hymnal for use at
Gymanfa Ganu events. It is entitled Welsh and English
Hymns and Anthems (Reformatted Edition). It contains
118 hymns and anthems in Welsh and in English. The
hymnal is available in two sizes--6 by 9 ($12 US each)
and 8 1/2 by 11 ($17 US each). Both sizes are spiral
bound.

Songs of the Dragon (Caneuon Y Ddraig) is the
WNGGA’s folk song book. It contains 55 folk songs in
Welsh and in English plus 17 other songs. It is 8 1/2 by
11 ($11 US each).

Phonetic Hymnal contains no music but does have the
phonetic pronunciation for every word of every hymn and
anthem in the official Hymnal. It is 6 by 9 and available
as single copies ($11 US) or in a set with the official
hymnal ($20 US). It is spiral bound to lie flat and be held

next to the respective song in the Hymnal. This will be of
much help in learning to sing the words in Welsh.

All of the publications are available from the International
Headquarters.

SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT FUND

In 1983 the Board of Trustees established a scholarship
program from which scholarships may be granted to appli-
cants who are enrolled in courses or projects which pre-
serve, develop and promote the Welsh religious and
cultural heritage. The scholarships/grants are financed
from the annual income of the WNGGA Scholarship
Endowment Fund.

To be eligible for a scholarship an applicant must be: (a)
of Welsh lineage, and (b) a citizen of the United States or
Canada, and (c) a member of the WNGGA, or a full
member of WAY (Welsh Associated Youth) or if under
13, an Associate Member of WAY. There is no age
limitation.

Organizations may also apply for grants. To be eligible,
the organization must be: (a) a non-profit organization in
the United States or Canada, and (b) an Organization Life
Member of WNGGA, and (c) the organization goals must
be the same as the WNGGA--to preserve, develop and
promote the Welsh religious and cultural heritage.

Information concerning the Scholarship/Grants Program
can be secured from the International Headquarters.

GOVERNANCE

As specified by the WNGGA Constitution, the organi-
zation is governed by a Board of Trustees. Trustees are
elected by the membership at the Annual General Meeting
held during the National Gymanfa Ganu.

The trustees are elected to represent specific geographic
areas in the North American continent: Canada, East
United States and West United States (east or west of the
Mississippi River). The Executive Committee is elected
by the Board of Trustees every two years during the annu-
al National Gymanfa Ganu. The entire Board of Trustees
meets twice annually--on Labor Day weekend and in the
spring during the Ontario (Canada) Gymanfa Ganu.
(Continued on reverse side)

Registration for Membership in The Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association, Inc.

($10 US) Individual Annual

Tvone of Membership:
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