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By the end of the 1%9th century,
Newtown had transformed from a small
market town to a centre of manufacture,
mirroring changes in British society as a
whole.

Industrialisation resulted in large numbers of
people concentrated in mills and factories
working long hours in a six-day working week.
The seventh day was reserved for the Sabbath.
There was little free time.

Despite the grind of the working week, factory
work did create a greater sense of camaraderie
and a common identity. This led to
developments in trade unionism, self help

groups (eg the Oddfellows) and political reform.

It also provided a fertile ground for the growth
of a working class sporting culture. But when
was there time to participate in sport?
Government legislation, from 1850, to reduce
working hours established the right of industrial
workers to a half day holiday on a Saturday. It
was as a result of the 1850 Factory Act that the
growth of popular sport can be traced.

Newtown Half Holiday Football Club: Their name is a
reminder of their origins.
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Echoes of the Factory Act

Why do so many sporting
events still start at 3.00pm on a
Saturday afternoon (e.g.
football matches)?

Answer:
1.Sunday was the Sabbath

2. Workers had to put in a shift on
Saturday until 2.00 pm
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For the social elites, sport had much to commend

itself:

* In the English public school system and in the
universities sport was seen as a means of character
building, instilling team work and leadership
qualities in the young men who would be the
future leaders of Nation and Empire .

e Christian denominations were keen to promote
clean living, upright citizens and abstinence from
the demon drink.

* Employers wanted a sober, reliable and amenable
workforce.

The encouragement of healthly pursuits was
therefore viewed as beneficial to the cohesion of | |
Captain R.J.W. Arbuthnot-Brisco of

SOCIety as a whole. Newtown Hall. President and chairman
of Newtown Football Club and Tennis
Club. Also president of Newtown
Cycling and Hockey Clubs. Captain of
‘B Company’ of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers. He provided ‘The Cunnings’
(now the gravel car park) for use as a
hockey and football pitch.

f Football as ‘“ A Means of Grace.”|

'| LLANYBLODWFL VICAR AT VILLAGE CUP
PRESENTATION TO PANT.

The committee of the Village Cup having awerd-
ed the cop to the Pant Blue Stars, it was presented
to the captain of the winuivg team (Harvey) last
Saturday at the Pant. The Rev J Allen Jopes,
:in;r;::tblmy blod'lol. tv:ho made the presentation,

that some people objected t- football ss & de- ' W. E. PRYCE-JON
moralising game. A fortnight ago a Welsh Counnty Cantai : erch P
Above: The Checkers Inn Counoillor attacked a Methodist minis‘er who en- aptain of the Newtown Team.

couraged football, and he tbavkrd God that
Broad Street, one of seventeen he bad never been on & fustball fe'd

pubs in Newtown. The Presumably therefore the Councillor knew

ub/ican, Elizabeth 'Onesl was bat little of football, and conld wot be .
. oo willing 26 e takeu as an s uthority of the evil or atherwiss of the William Ernest Pryce-Jones (above)

me. He (the speaker) beli i ' )
on a Saturday afternoon to e :i&:“nk ; .:;)dt !;wed in football as a and his brother Albert, were both all
. y pas . hkely velop the best parts of a d rt h lled at
bored mill workers. man’'s catare.  He woold go g0 far as to sy that round sports men who excelied a
football, rightly played, coald even ba 8 weaus of football. Both were educated at
Right: How the Church viewed grace. It could develop the virtue of self-sacrifice Shrewsbury School and Cambridge

football. (‘'The County Times, ’..“.:d‘.“'f,'."’,:i‘.,t. f.'l;:t’_?:g:m;_‘_‘mf:; ::: st University and both played in the

Docomebr 1913) B sl e et & e his owa victorious Newtown FC of 1895. The
man who excercised self-devial, yassing the bail brothers also won caps for the National

iht acother might score, was the trus fooiballer. Team.

Football also helped a man to take bis boff-tings

in good part withoat losing his temper. It was a

greas unifying force. Radical and Tory, Churoh

sad ohapel were of ons accord on ths football feld.

-~




The first organised Welsh football clubs emerged
in the industrial north-east of the country.
Wrexham FC can claim to be the oldest Welsh
club, being formed in 1864. Newtown quickly
followed as an important centre for the organised
game. Newtown FC was formed in 1875. By the
beginning of the twentieth century the town
could boast a plethora of teams, some surviving
longer than others. Most of these clubs were
based around ‘works’ teams, like the Royal Welsh
Warehouse, or North End (both consisting of
Pryce Jones Company employees), or teams
associated with occupational groups.

Some Early Newtown Football Teams

Newtown FC Newtown Rangers

Newtown Blue Stars Royal Welsh Warehouse
Newtown Excelsior
The Cambrian

Royal Welsh Fusiliers

Newtown Green Stars
Newtown White Stars

Newtown Half Holiday
Newtown North End
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A Tale of Two

Football Clubs

Newtown White Stars (left), the first Newtown team
to win the Welsh Cup in 1879.

Elaye

The team consisted of a Blacksmith, a couple of
bricklayers and several flannel workers. Unable to afford
a ‘club kit’, they sewed a distinctive white star on their
shirts to distinguish themselves from their opponents.
Their ‘club house’ was the Greyhount Inn (now the site of
lceland store) and they
‘away’, because they lac

most of their matches
ed an established 'home’

Below, Newtown FC bring the Welsh cup to Newtown
for the second time in 1895.

In a thrilling match played at Welshpool, Newtown defeat
Wrexham 2-1, with only ten men!

THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY TIMES,

Shropshire and Mid-Wales Advertiser, and Salopian and

SATURDAY, APRIL 27m. 1895.

Montgomeryshire Post,

THE WELSH
FOOTBALL TEAM.
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The annual summer sports day was
an important event in the town'’s
sporting calendar for at least half a
century before the outbreak of
World War One. From its inception,
it was closely associated with the
flannel industry and with its
principle employer, Pryce Jones, as
the newspaper extract below
shows.

o ——— ——

. NEWTOWN

WEeLsH WooLLEN MiLits' ATHLETIC SPORTS.—These
sports took place on Saturday, August 23, in a tield kindly
lent by Mr. Pryce Jones, of Dolerw. Saturday was ex-
ceptionally fine, and upwards of 700 persons put i an
appearance. The Newtown Brass Band played for
dancing. The following were the sports contested :—

120 Yards’ Handicap, for youths under sixteen years—1, T
Bumford ; 2, R Richards

Tug of War—Six teams entered. First heat: Boys of Gwalia
heat Warehouse Team. Second heat: Cambrian Boys beat
Pattern Weavers. Third heat: Cambrian beat Ten Clowns.
Final heat: Cambrian Boys beat Boys of Gwalia

440 Yards' Flat Race—1, 8 Swain, beat by two yards: 2, D
Griffiths

229 Yards' Egg Race—1, J Lewis ; 2, E Bevan

150 Yards' Flat Race—Ist heat: (, S Powell, 3 yards; 2, L
Keye, 71 vards. Second heat: 1, 5 Swain, 3 yards; 2, J Morgan,
8 yards. Final heat : 1, Swain; 2, Powell

igh Jump—1, E Worthington ; 2, J Morgan

80 Yards’ Flat Race, open to men over forty vears of age—1,
Thomas Emerson

One Mile Walking Race (handicap)—1, E. Evans, 70 yards; 2
E Astley, 150 yards

Sack Race—1, Rd Evans ; 2, A Parry

One Mile Flat Race (handicap)—1, D Griffiths, 10 yards ; 2,
G Phillips, 15 yards
No one succeeded in climbing the greasy pole, and the

rize of a leg of mutton was run off and won by George

avies, There were no competitors in the yourg womens’
race,

The Cambrian News, 29 August, 1879
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The Aber Valley Band (Windsor Colliery Working Men'’s Silver
Band, Caerffili) competed at the Sports in 1912-1914. They are
seen here in Shortbridge Street leading the(frocession from

the Recreation Ground into town at the end of the Sports Day.

By 1914, the event had become more
than a sports day. Generous prizes
attracted entrants and spectators from
North and South Wales, as well as the
Midlands and Lancashire. The
Cambrian Railways organised special
excursion trains to bring the crowds
into Newtown.

The Royal Welsh Warehouse
takes control
Sports Day became forever associated with

Pryce Jones in 1887 when the staff of the Royal

Welsh Warehouse held a special event to mark
the occasion of his knighthood. From 1889, the

Royal Welsh Warehouse Sports Day was
broadened to the general public. By the
beginning of the 20" century this summer

festival was attracting huge crowds from near
and far with estimates of up to 20,000 people
attending. Sporting competitions were held in
on the company’s own ‘Recreation Ground’ on

Pool Road, whilst brass band and quickstep

contests were held in Broad Street

A
GAMBRIAN  RAILWAYS  ANNOUNGEMENTS.

Royal Welsh Warehouse Amateur Athletic Sports and
at Newtown, Saturday, June 27th.
Male Voice Choir Competition.

Brass Band Contest.
Mr Frank Gooden.

Baturday, June 27th, DAY EXCURSION to leaving BRECON .25 a.m.
0 Fare, 3/-y. Pasesengers return from Netvtown at yﬁi%;WEO WN TG BERCON W 0

g S

XCURSIONS TO LONDON. On Monday, June 22nd, for 2, 5 or 8 days;
July 10th, for 2, 4 or 5 days, EXOURSION TICKETS to LONIY)ON.

b

SEASON EXCURSIONS.

To. Dax or Issus. Pexiop.
?Elth Wales O Fridays +» 8orl5days.
Bir‘minléhah::an&cc.e RS A Fridays .« 8or15 days.
’
Seotland .. . Fridays ., <o T& 17 days.
London Every Saturday o Sar1sin.

EARLY CLOSING EXCURSIONS.
VERY WEDNESDAY, and until further notice, HALF-DAY EXCURSION TIOKETS
will be issued from BRECON, by the 1-20 p.m. Train, to TALGARTH, BUILTH
L8, RHAYADER, and Intermediate Stations.

——

For further information respecting the arrangements shewn above, application should be made
& any of the Company’s Offices or Agencies, or to Mr. Herbert Williams, Superintendent of Line.

8. WILLIAMSON,
Oswestry, June, 1914. General Manager.

Musical Festival,

Grand Exhibition of Aeroplane Flights by

Friday, June 26th, fo¥ |
2,4 or 5 days; Friday, July 3rd, for 2, 4 or 5 days; Mondsy, July 6th, for 2, 5 ory8’ days ; Friday, | .

Bt e b Nk N T AN ek N bk PN e A e
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After 1887 the Royal Welsh
Warehouse Sport and Recreation
Society dominated the sporting
and cultural life of the town.

Under this umbrella organisation sporting
clubs of all kind were formed - football, cricket,
bowls, tennis, cycling. It also had its own brass
band, organised the annual seaside excursion
to the coast and staged concerts.

John Maurice Jones (‘UJM’)was the
organising brain behind the
RWWS&RS. He joined the Pryce
Jones Company in 1879 and became
the Hon. Secretary of the Recreation
Company for over 40 years.

. RWW Recaenrion.Soctery . SPorTs June 2.0
GynnasTic . DisrLa Y,
| S

- ——— — —

ROYAL WELSH WAREHOUSE, NEWTOWN, V, DOLGELLEY,
The return match between these clubs was played at

NEWTOWN

THE RovAL WELSH WAREHOUSE Trip.—About 2,500 people

10 HOURS -2 SEASIDE!

travelled by this trip to Aberystwith on Saturday. Two
trains of thirty carriages, each drawn by two engines and
assisted by a third, were inadequate for the comfortable con-
veyance of the travellers, and about 200 had to go on by the
940 a.m. train. It will be remembered that last year the
employees of the warehouse presented Mr W. Ernest Pryce-
Jones, on the attainment of his majority, with a massive and
handsome silver tankard suitably inscribed. As a return for
this, Mr W, E. Pryce-Jones kindly promised to pay the fares
of uIl employed in the warehouse, and Sir Pryee and Capt.
Pryce-J ones generously did the same for those engaged at, }? o.
3 and 4 Factories. Saturday last was chosen, and although
the weather was threatening in the morning, the day turned
out fine, and a very pleasurable time wasg spent, The cowm-
wittee had to give a large guarantee to secure low fares, the
result more than justifying their expectations. Besides a

THE
ROYAL WELSH WAREHOUSE

ANNUAL TRIP

Will this Year be run to

ABERYSTWITH & BARMOUTH,
Ox SATURDAY, AUGUST 13rm, 1892.

Newtown on Saturday last, June 25th, and resulted in
a very easy victory for R.W.W. by 87 runs. R.W. W,
won the toss and battcd first. They were not all dis-
posed of until the respective total of 103 runs had been
scored, towards which W, B. Smith contributed 45 in
masterly style. Dolgelley followed, but it soon became
evident that they were over-matched. as no less than
eight batsmen fell to the bowling ot W, E. Pryce Jones
and J. T. Williams without scoring & run. The bowli-
ing of J. T. Williams and W. E. Pryce Jones is worth
recording. The former delivered five overs, one
maiden, and securing five wickets for 6 runs, and the
latter sent down five overs, two maidens, taking four
wickets for 6 runs. Score :—
R.W.W, (NEWTOWN),

large number from Severn Valley Mills and Powysland Mills Walter Davies, ¢ W Owen, b E C Owen o 18
at Welshpool, a good number of the public from Welshpool, THIRD-CLASS RETURN FARES. W B Pepor Tonme, oW Jonck WO BGW o ¥
Montgomery, and Newtown, also joined the exeursion. The WELSHPOOL .. .. W B Smith, ¢ J R Davies, b E C Owen . 45
warghouse band played dance and other music at the Castle, MONTGOMERY .. ... .. } ls. 99. W Richards, ¢ C E J Owen, b E C Owe o
Aberystwith, the grounds of which were crowded, the open L o T Webster, cba"_dlbg g?“_‘en - w 1
air concert and promenade being greatly apprecisted. Sir ABERMULE... .. .. .. 1 6 }3 (?’éf‘;‘,’,'; 1., E & ())wen( g ; s 3
Pryce and Capt. Pryce-dones also journeyed to Aberystwith, NEWTOWN ... .. .. .. 8. Ub. William Davies, b E C Owen . 10
and with many others remained over Sunday. This trip was CANREWE s o = R E Jones, b C Roberts .. - 2
f}»{m;lof the ]”fc%t w}i:ch has been organized on the Cambrian —_— | i g st =

ailways, and though owing to extreme pressure of the traffic : S Eh
the return home was somewhat late, tlwlconuuitteu are to be T Mc‘h u‘_r sy Total .. .. 103

congratulated on the success which attended their efforts.

PUBLIC NOTICES.

Royal Welsh Warehouse Recreation Society's Annual Entertainment.
|

| Pupric Hari, NEWTOWN,

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MARCH Srd & #th. PUBL'C HALL. NEWTOW"..
THE BEN GREET COMPANY,
IN THE SUCCESSFUL NEW PLAY ,c::'

~

=

THE ROYAL WELSH WAREHOUSE

CHRISTY MINSTRELS

WILL GIVE THEIR

ENTERTAINMENT

IN THE ABOVE HALL,
On Friday, February 26th, 1892.
Further particulsrs shortly.

“THE
LITTLE
MINISTER,

From the
Haymarket Theatre, London.

By Arrangwnent with Messns Frodorick Harrison"
il Maude, aad Alfd Courtenay,

. Tncidettal Mosi
SIE ALEXANDER MACKENZIE.

L Overture .. .. .. “Tbe Littlo Minister"
2 (a) Lkt (3) " From tho Nerth”
3. Paatoral Danes. 4 Eecossaion.

Lenden, W.C. (trom Desigas by Barhy.
Magnifiornt Scanery by Hasosek & Co, London.

)

Tount o e "
Resorved Chiairs, 3u.; Front feats (numbored)-2h.; Buloony Seats (i + 2.1 Second Seats, 16
Doors opun 7. Cominnce at 7 30, wmﬁ 4 3

a1y

TMaMmeFmemar ——— -

The RWW football team and
officials, winners of the
Montgomeryshire Challenge
Cup in 1914. The eleven
players would all go on to
fight in World War One and
two would be killed in action.
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M 1t bas been remarked that ladies have now resorted |
f to bicycle ridisg, cricket, and even smoking, but it F%

Ut Where are «w .-.Q k2 appears they are not content with these, as 1 hear » ..:'."1_

- - P 3 i r movemest is afloat to establish t: footbalr},‘fslut{.wflor .?'
\ El. | which | footballers are urgeatly required. at o8
he women NV < v M their neﬁt’tnov'o in the sporting world s going to be . P
' ¢ 3 PR = it is hard to say. What selfish ideas some women » 3
94 have over men ! . | \
A Shall plesised to receive fixture cards, eto., from
thoviripnellblmth‘dutrict.
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¥ Montgomeryshire Express 22 September 1891
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Sometimes, absence
tells us more about a
society than amplitude.
We have very little
evidence of female
participation in sport in
Newtown at this time.

e The RWW Sports day
provided no
opportunities for
women to participate.

e Photos tend to be of
sports men.

* The only evidence we
hold for female
participation in sport is
the little cup displayed
here, although all the
evidence points to a
later date for this,

Probably from the > ] = oty Thgfv:l?emg;c?i:‘eg c&l:lslficuous by their absence in this 1903 photograph
1950s. . ‘

e The newspapers of the
day seemed less than
sympathetic.
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THE FINALE, A S;L R .,
as last year, consisted of a cyelists’ carnival, performed =, l y B
by the members of the Newtown Cycling Club. e ,,"‘,M'g‘
This was ove of the most popular events of gndaya e, - .,,;-‘
proceedings, as was evidenced by the large crowd .,
that lined the streets en romte. The performers - Rl

assembled at Dolerw, where they were marshalled
into single file, and headed by the Newtown Silver
Band paraded Milford-road, Broad-street, High-
strect, ket-street, and back to the Bear Hotel,
where the judges were situated. Thre sight was an

attractive one; the brilliantly illaminated machines | ORI T

For over a hundred and thirty years the propalled & i;“mf*;‘z‘;‘:emwm:g | m,‘;.i".‘..mh“‘:‘f:.-'i'f‘;"e *oé
people of Newtown have been donning s eviana monival the Grinks rods S schinm '
silly, strange and exotic outfits to gx?%w‘tfiﬁgﬁgzzfﬁ
entertain and amuse in the annual g ot bt e ey converid i gy
carnival. The origins of this event is ot e bglrses e g i o
associated with the celebrations to mark ol gy Sept g
the knighthood of Pryce Jones in 1887 L Sinke Gf comgrtution 5, e koot
when over 5,000 people paid sixpence pledis B mskg;,g“g,;ﬂ;{*gﬁgr;
to enter the carnival field to see acrobats ), I . Bl Kmnanl, & B Kakert
and jugglers, and to take part in music, FRRLE Liopd (Ship D S, W. 3 Jon (it

. o c ), A. Powell (red, white and blue), G. B.
dancing and fancy dress competitions. Caclle and . &, Powell (Sedun, chai) . J. Roos

fete), Tom Norton (Li Hung Chang), Clement Jones
(policeraan), P. Pritchard (old "oman), E. Evans
{migger), Al.ioE. g;u‘)d';:e (Lord ;)Serlooni);&R Morris

(Betaey). w the judges arrived at their decision
NEWTOWN a8 to which was the best turnout is al er &

W , b doubt that id thei : . . : : :
SHO and FETEH. bost. The :ﬁjﬂgi&nt?o;“wsndeuvmd&gmvgﬁ The Cycling Club was active in organising the carnival celebrations and the finale was a spectacular

ot ‘g“m‘:?’ﬁ:{;‘&h°§“}{o;’cﬁi)‘? sy decorated bicycle parade. The extract from ‘The Montgomeryshire Express’ (left) describes the
FLOWERS AND SPORTS. Tudian (C. Ll Downing)s 3rd, Sedan chair (G, B, scene in 1896. ABOVE: A London Omnibus on the streets of Newtown? Look carefully and you can

Carlisle and 8. B. Powull); 4th, Clown (8. Owen); make out two sets of bicycle wheels. Are these the precursors of our modern carnival floats?
i i h ¢, Sports of England (C. O. Lambert), and Welsh Y . 4
F'ull Description and Prize List, PN 5 4 P

——

The annual show and fite at Newtown took place
on Friday, under the happiest conditions. Bright
weather favoured the festival and the townspeople
and inhabitants of the vicinity came in crowds to
show their appreciation of the efforts of the various

LEFT: shows a motley collection
vying for first prize. It might have

committees to provide for their entertainment. We cp . o
Sl e e o dliggutiol.  From thb: el Within a decade, the Carnival had appe?reo]lc hharmless éun i‘o tlbel |
ey conbens. wEioh. otat (B cliow, 10 s Hiigole become only one part of a huge day 2CCRIS @I U WIS, ISLIE (OO CIOSERE
parade, which ¢ it, there was not a dull moment. ol th - Th The contenders include John BU”,
The only incident that marred the enjoyment of the Or1 celepration, 5_75 € extract rrom e th it .[: B iti h oc o
day's peommadings wan the ualiciunate acchiect Montgomeryshire Express of 1896 S eﬁepl ome Oh' s J‘“ﬁOﬁmr ha
one ¢ riders in allow. . W W o .
marrte shewhare Betow the oo e for we|  testifies (left). The day included a do SIEHt, (s WS Et i [nefgl
f:‘:d"“;‘d et t-hiqzick-steg - e show, a flower show, an exhibition o ort elr)c_arrt\ﬁalgn toavotfetsh olr
ined the main streets, which were decked with flags 0 women) in the Custo O ree
in houonr of the oocesion. 'The large numbers: of bees, a band competition, gnother police officers, and so>r/ne ethnic
(’;:,Pl:d:ho :hoae t;) pos:_’pone their visit to Dol:rw Sﬁ)OFtS event and horse racing, before icat h’. h Id ainl

unds to hear and see this competition proves how - caricatures wnicn wou certaln
popular it is, and justified the wisdom of the Com- the flna/ parade (See extract above)‘ Y

give offence today. So some might
think this photograph is evidence of
an aggressively patriotic,
misogynistic racist society. We
cannot hide our history, only
interpret it.

mittes in including it in the programme. It is to be
regretted that only four of the nine bands entered for
the chief contest turned up. All acquitted thewm-
selves well, and the result of their efforts with the
awards are recorded below. Here it will suffice to
say that the Goseage’s SBeap Works Band, Widnes,
conducted by Mr J. J. Brady, took premier honours
in both competitions, Ths show was held, as usual,
by kind permission of Sir Pryce Pryce-Jones, on
Dolerw Grounds, so beantifully situated amid the
swrounding hills and in zsight of the river., Space
wis barricaded off for the various sports. There was
an outer track for the pony and galloway races, an
inner track for cyeling, and a space within, where
were the hurdles and water jump for the horse
leaping contests. Adjoining the outer track was
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On August 22 1914, Broad Street was again crowded. But

for a very different occasion. This time to wave farewell to
Newtown’s ‘B’ Company, 7™ Battalion of the Royal Welsh >
Fusiliers. Many of the company would have enjoyed
sportsday, a few weeks earlier, or have played in the town’s
numerous sports teams. The bandsmen leading the march
included sixteen members of the Newtown Silver Band

who were used to playing on far more joyous occasions.

When the traumatised survivors of ‘B’ Company returned four years later, they
came home to a very different world. Newtown'’s flannel industry was in terminal
decline and with it the society it had created. The paternalist grasp of the Pryce -
Jones family gradually weakened.Attempts were made to revive sportsday, but
attendances were poor. Some clubs and societies did not survive. Others,
however have stood the test of time - Newtown FC, Newtown Sports Club, The
Bowls Club, the Carnival to name but a few. And all now far more inclusive than

they ever were.

Newtown
Textile
Museum




