
Newtown Half Holiday Football Club: Their name is a
reminder of their origins.

Sport and Leisure
in Newtown:
1850-1914

By the end of the 19th century,
Newtown had transformed from a small
market town to a centre of manufacture,
mirroring changes in British society as a
whole.

Industrialisation resulted in large numbers of
people concentrated in mills and factories
working long hours in a six-day working week.
The seventh day was reserved for the Sabbath.
There was little free time.

Despite the grind of the working week, factory
work did create a greater sense of camaraderie
and a common identity. This led to
developments in trade unionism, self help
groups (eg the Oddfellows) and political reform.

It also provided a fertile ground for the growth
of a working class sporting culture. But when
was there time to participate in sport?
Government legislation, from 1850, to reduce
working hours established the right of industrial
workers to a half day holiday on a Saturday. It
was as a result of the 1850 Factory Act that the
growth of popular sport can be traced.

Echoes of the Factory Act
Why do so many sporting
events still start at 3.00pm on a
Saturday afternoon (e.g.
football matches)?
Answer:
1.Sunday was the Sabbath
2. Workers had to put in a shift on
Saturday until 2.00 pm

The Factory Act1850
▪ Increased theworking week from
58 to 60 hours▪ Established theright of workers to

a half day holiday
on Saturdayafternoons.



Sport: the glue
of Society
For the social elites, sport had much to commend
itself:
• In the English public school system and in the
universities sport was seen as a means of character
building, instilling team work and leadership
qualities in the young men who would be the
future leaders of Nation and Empire .

• Christian denominations were keen to promote
clean living, upright citizens and abstinence from
the demon drink.

• Employers wanted a sober, reliable and amenable
workforce.

The encouragement of healthy pursuits was
therefore viewed as beneficial to the cohesion of
society as a whole.

Above: The Checkers Inn
Broad Street, one of seventeen
pubs in Newtown. The
publican, Elizabeth jones, was
only too willing to serve beer
on a Saturday afternoon to
bored mill workers.
Right: How the Church viewed
football. (‘The County Times,
Decemebr 1913)

Captain R.J.W. Arbuthnot-Brisco of
Newtown Hall. President and chairman
of Newtown Football Club and Tennis
Club. Also president of Newtown
Cycling and Hockey Clubs. Captain of
‘B Company’ of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers. He provided ‘The Cunnings’
(now the gravel car park) for use as a
hockey and football pitch.

William Ernest Pryce-Jones (above)
and his brother Albert, were both all-
round sports men who excelled at
football. Both were educated at
Shrewsbury School and Cambridge
University and both played in the
victorious Newtown FC of 1895. The
brothers also won caps for the National
Team.



Newtown, an early
centre of Welsh football

The first organised Welsh football clubs emerged
in the industrial north-east of the country.
Wrexham FC can claim to be the oldest Welsh
club, being formed in 1864. Newtown quickly
followed as an important centre for the organised
game. Newtown FC was formed in 1875. By the
beginning of the twentieth century the town
could boast a plethora of teams, some surviving
longer than others. Most of these clubs were
based around ‘works’ teams, like the Royal Welsh
Warehouse, or North End (both consisting of
Pryce Jones Company employees), or teams
associated with occupational groups.

Some Early Newtown Football Teams

Newtown FC
Newtown Blue Stars
Newtown Green Stars
NewtownWhite Stars
Newtown Half Holiday
Newtown North End

Newtown Rangers
Royal Welsh Warehouse
Newtown Excelsior
The Cambrian
Royal Welsh Fusiliers

A Tale of Two Football Clubs
NewtownWhite Stars (left), the first Newtown team
to win theWelsh Cup in 1879.
The team consisted of a Blacksmith, a couple of
bricklayers and several flannel workers. Unable to afford
a ‘club kit’, they sewed a distinctive white star on their
shirts to distinguish themselves from their opponents.
Their ‘club house’ was the Greyhounf Inn (now the site of
Iceland store) and they played most of their matches
‘away’, because they lacked an established ‘home’
ground.
Below, Newtown FC bring theWelsh cup to Newtown
for the second time in 1895.
In a thrilling match played at Welshpool, Newtown defeat
Wrexham 2-1, with only ten men!



Sports Day!

The annual summer sports day was
an important event in the town’s
sporting calendar for at least half a
century before the outbreak of
World War One. From its inception,
it was closely associated with the
flannel industry and with its
principle employer, Pryce Jones, as
the newspaper extract below
shows.

The Cambrian News, 29 August, 1879

The Royal Welsh Warehouse
takes control
Sports Day became forever associated with
Pryce Jones in 1887 when the staff of the Royal
Welsh Warehouse held a special event to mark
the occasion of his knighthood. From 1889, the
Royal Welsh Warehouse Sports Day was
broadened to the general public. By the
beginning of the 20th century this summer
festival was attracting huge crowds from near
and far with estimates of up to 20,000 people
attending. Sporting competitions were held in
on the company’s own ‘Recreation Ground’ on
Pool Road, whilst brass band and quickstep
contests were held in Broad Street

By 1914, the event had become more
than a sports day. Generous prizes
attracted entrants and spectators from
North and South Wales, as well as the
Midlands and Lancashire. The
Cambrian Railways organised special
excursion trains to bring the crowds
into Newtown.

The Aber Valley Band (Windsor Colliery Working Men’s Silver
Band, Caerffili) competed at the Sports in 1912-1914. They are
seen here in Shortbridge Street leading the procession from
the Recreation Ground into town at the end of the Sports Day.



The Royal Welsh Warehouse
Sport & Recreation Society

After 1887 the Royal Welsh
Warehouse Sport and Recreation
Society dominated the sporting
and cultural life of the town.

Under this umbrella organisation sporting
clubs of all kind were formed - football, cricket,
bowls, tennis, cycling. It also had its own brass
band, organised the annual seaside excursion
to the coast and staged concerts.

John Maurice Jones (‘JM’)was the
organising brain behind the
RWWS&RS. He joined the Pryce
Jones Company in 1879 and became
the Hon. Secretary of the Recreation
Company for over 40 years.

The RWW football team and
officials, winners of the
Montgomeryshire Challenge
Cup in 1914. The eleven
players would all go on to
fight in World War One and
two would be killed in action.



The women are conspicuous by their absence in this 1903 photograph
of the Cycling Club

Montgomeryshire Express 22 September 1891

Sometimes, absence
tells us more about a
society than amplitude.
We have very little
evidence of female
participation in sport in
Newtown at this time.
• The RWW Sports day
provided no
opportunities for
women to participate.
• Photos tend to be of
sportsmen.
• The only evidence we
hold for female
participation in sport is
the little cup displayed
here, although all the
evidence points to a
later date for this,
probably from the
1950s.
• The newspapers of the
day seemed less than
sympathetic.

But Where are
theWomen?



Carnival

For over a hundred and thirty years the
people of Newtown have been donning
silly, strange and exotic outfits to
entertain and amuse in the annual
carnival. The origins of this event is
associated with the celebrations to mark
the knighthood of Pryce Jones in 1887
when over 5,000 people paid sixpence
to enter the carnival field to see acrobats
and jugglers, and to take part in music,
dancing and fancy dress competitions.

Within a decade, the Carnival had
become only one part of a huge day
of celebration, as the extract from ‘The
Montgomeryshire Express of 1896
testifies (left). The day included a dog
show, a flower show, an exhibition of
bees, a band competition, another
sports event and horse racing, before
the final parade (see extract above).

The Cycling Club was active in organising the carnival celebrations and the finale was a spectacular
decorated bicycle parade. The extract from ‘The Montgomeryshire Express’ (left) describes the
scene in 1896. ABOVE: A London Omnibus on the streets of Newtown? Look carefully and you can
make out two sets of bicycle wheels. Are these the precursors of our modern carnival floats?

LEFT: shows a motley collection
vying for first prize. It might have
appeared harmless fun to the
people of the time. But look closely.
The contenders include John Bull,
the epitome of British jingoism, a
Suffragette, (this was at the height
of their campaign for votes for
women) in the custody of three
police officers, and some ethnic
caricatures which would certainly
give offence today. So some might
think this photograph is evidence of
an aggressively patriotic,
misogynistic racist society. We
cannot hide our history, only
interpret it.



On August 22 1914, Broad Street was again crowded. But
for a very different occasion. This time to wave farewell to
Newtown’s ‘B’ Company, 7th Battalion of the Royal Welsh
Fusiliers. Many of the company would have enjoyed
sportsday, a few weeks earlier, or have played in the town’s
numerous sports teams. The bandsmen leading the march
included sixteen members of the Newtown Silver Band
who were used to playing on far more joyous occasions.

When the traumatised survivors of ‘B’ Company returned four years later, they
came home to a very different world. Newtown’s flannel industry was in terminal
decline and with it the society it had created. The paternalist grasp of the Pryce -
Jones family gradually weakened.Attempts were made to revive sportsday, but
attendances were poor. Some clubs and societies did not survive. Others,
however have stood the test of time - Newtown FC, Newtown Sports Club, The
Bowls Club, the Carnival to name but a few. And all now far more inclusive than
they ever were.

The End of an Era


