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Down Cowbridge way
By Elizabeth Morgan

THE B.B.C. went 
‘Down your Way’ to 
Cowbridge this week 
when six local 
people were chosen 
to represent the 
town on the pro
gramme broadcast 
on Sunday.

The producer, Miss 
Phyllis Robinson, 
accompanied by 
interviewer Brian 
Johnston, made a 
three-day visit to the 
town to record the 
interviews and Cow- 
bridge’s choice of 
music.

Miss Robinson, a 
producer of 20 years’ 
standing, said: “The

programme is a mini
documentary in 
which we try to learn 
about the town and 
the people living in 
it.

“We were particu
larly interested in 
how people made 
their living and what 
they did for their 
recreation.

Pictures: 
Howard Balston

“The people we 
interview are asked 
to choose a piece of 
music, which acts as 
a buffer between 
one interview and 
another. The inter
views we have car
ried out in Cow
bridge couldn’t have 
been easier. In fact, 
they were well above 
average.

“We have found 
Cowbridge to be a 
very friendly town, 
and have received 
great co-operation 
from everybody,

especially the Town 
Clerk, the Mayor and 
the Press.”

Brian Johnston, a 
well known cricket 
commentator with 
the B.B.C. for the 

ast 25 years, has 
een the interviewer 

of “Down your Way” 
for the last three 
years.

The programme 
which has covered 
ly200 locations in 
Britain is to finish 
transmitting on 
April 20 for econo
mic reasons. Miss 
Robinson said: “It’s 
all part of the 
B.BCTs cut back due 
to the economic cri
sis.”

•  Right: Brian Johnston 
d idn 't quite  know who he 
was interview ing when he [■ 
chose Alan and Neil Brown 
— the prin ting  twins.

They are  the  senior p a rt
ners of D. Brown and Sons, 
and they  told Brian 
Johnston  how the  first 
p rin ting  press cam e to Cow- 

^  bridge in 1770.
As the tw ins always enjoy 

the Welsh National Opera 
season in Cardiff, they 
requested  “B ro ther Mine 
and S ister Mine” from  Act 
II of Die Flederm aus, as 
th e ir  piece of music.
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•  Above: Mrs. Angela Morgan 1 
of Eastfield House, Eastgate,

-| Cowbridge, was interviewed 
about her work as contro ller 
of the Cowbridge W omen’s 
Institu te  Market.

She told how every Friday 
during the sum m er local 
people b ro u g h t' along their 
home grown vegetables, 
flowers and fru it, etc., to sell 
in the Town Hall.

To be a shareholder costs 5p 
and the organisation takes 
10p in the f  1 to cover the  cost 
of ren ting  the Town Hall, 
insurance and paper bags.

Brian Johnston told Mrs. 
Morgan that throughout his 
career he had never heard of 
a W.I. m arket.

Fir  her piece of music, Mrs. 
Morgan chose Joan Suther
land singing part of a con
certo  for "C oloraturs and 
O rchestra” by Gliere.

•  Right: Mr. H erbert R. 
Thomas was chosen to talk 
about the ag ricu ltu ra l side of 
Cowbridge, being at 72, the 
oldest practising  auctioneer 
in South W ales. .

The piece of m usic he 
picked for the program m e 
was very aptly  "To be a F ar
m er’s Boy.”

In the  old days, he said Cow
bridge m arket-day was more 
of a social day out, but today’s 
farm ers w ere m uch b e tte r 
trained  to re tu rn  home early  
and take th e ir wives out for 
the evening!

Mr. Thom as also told of his 
21 years as secre tary  of the 
Vale of Glam organ Show and 
his large family gatherings 
for lunch on a Sunday.
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ABOVE: Miss Maud Gunter, 
ex-headm istress of the old ji 
Cowbridge G irls’ High School, 
had a surprise  visit from  the 
B B C. team.

Miss G unter, who lives a t 
The Limes Cottage, Cow- 
bridge, spoke about the 
tow n's D ram atic Society, and 
her favourite  role — welcom
ing new people to th e  town.

The record  Miss G unter 
chose for the program m e was
"Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring."

The photographer and I 
in te r ru p te d  Miss G unter a t a 
crucial m om ent in the  record- ( 
ing of the program m e, by tap
ping on her door when she 
was ju st about to m ake her 
musica, request in to  the  
microphone.

But we were ushered  into 
the  next room  and the  re
recording went off very 
smoothly.

right: The Mayor of 
Cowbridge, Councillor
Norman Williams was in te r
viewed as p residen t of the 
Cowbridge and D istrict His
torical Society.

è ie  .talked about the  history 
of the town, re fe rrin g  espe
cially to th e  17th cen tury  
Boy’s G ram m ar School, ‘Holy 
Cross’ the early  13th century  
C hurch and the  im portance of 
the  d irection  of th e  cow on 
the tow n’s Coat of Arms.

He told how the  W elsh hid 
th e ir cattle  under the bridge 
out of the  way of th e  Norm an 
Tax G atherers and how the 
N orm ans ch ris tened  the place 
Culrigg’ when they found the 

hidden cows.
The Mayor chose “Girl from  

Corsica” as his musical 
request.


