Western Mail Reporter

A PETITION with nearly 2,000
signatures will be sent to the Welsh
Office soon by parents who are
angry at plans to recognise schools
in the Cowbridge area.

Glamorgan’s education com-
mittee has proposed & new com-
prehensive school at Llantwit
Major, which would be used by
Cowbridge pupils. The existing
Cowbridge Boys’ Grammar and
Girls’ High School would merge
to form a bilingual compre-
hensive school for the Mid-
Glamorgan area.

. The petition oppaoses the five-
mile move to Llantwit Major and
urges the retention of the two
Cowbridge schools in the compre-
hensive pattern.

_“People are really angry and
raving mad about thé committee’s
roposal,” Mrs. Betty Williams, of
owbridge, . the organiser of the
petition, said last night.

“We want to keep our own
schools and as the committee_is
committed to the comprehensive
pattern of secondary education, we
want the two schdols to'become
comprehensive schools in our area.

“We are not in an}/ way hitting
at the bilingual school proposed by
the education committee, but we
want to keep our own schools.

“There has been a fantastic
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Parents attack plan
to change schools

2,000 people
may sign
petition

amount of support for the petition.
It has so far been sutqned by about
1600 people and the total is
expected to reach nearlg 2,000 b
the end of this week. People fee
very strongly on this, matter and
have asked me for petition forms..1
do not think it is realised how
strongly we feel."

The petition, pressing for the
retention of the two schools in the
comprehensive pattern to . which
the county education committee. Is
committed, suggests that the exist-
ing buildings of the grammar and
high schools should “be improved
and extended as needed for the-

purwse. . .
elsh St. Donats Parish Council
have also sent a letter to Mr.
Raymond Gower, MP. for Barry,
telfing him of the *“great dissatis-
faction ” felt over the _education
committee’s reorganisation  pro-
posals.

. “If they are to become a
bilingual school as proposed, they
would, accommodate only WWelsh?
Vs\Peaklrerg pupils and it Is felt this

ould mean that other children will
have to travel longer distances to
attend other schools,” said the
council clerk, Mr. C. L Wright.

# A decision to axe. 17 rural
schools in Cardiganshire brought

an immediate and _an?ry reaction
from_parents last nlqgh. .

. The county education  com-
mittee decided” at a meeting at
Aberaeron yesterday to close the
schools in "a move to streamline
primary education
shire.

The. condemned schools are:
TrefeurlgB E%I sfach, Brynherbert,
Mynach, BwIthyiian, Garthell, Betws
Bledrws, Llang]ybl, Silian, Tan-y-
Garreg, _ Codafail, Swyddffynnon,
Fer\ng, Trefilan, Pennant, Cilcennin
and Penuwch.

O Several leading Welsh educa-

tionists will support a proposal
to form a national somet}/ to protect
rural schools at a special meetin
being held at the Royal Nationa
Eisteddfod at Ammanford on
Thursday.

The meeting is being arranged
b?/ the parents of guplls at Bryn-
croes Junior School,” Caernarvon-
shire, which they reopened as an
independent schoul after its official
closure. ' .

.The secretary of the parents’
action committee, . Mr.  Harri
Williams, said yesterday, “We are
organising a public meeting at the
eisteddfod 1mmediately after the
chairing ceremony.

“Several leading Welsh educa-

in Cardigan-

tionists are supporting, us and we
will speak on a proposal to form a
national society for the protection
of rural schools. )

“On, the eisteddfod field we
plan to distribute 3,000 copies of the
statement we sent recently to Caer-
narvonshire Education Committee
setting out the- case for retaining
our school at Bryncroes.”



Nosteac

(CObridge

school’s
future .

IT,, ives.me,710 pleasure
.r;1o: 'i‘'dlipute publlc(l_zl
with’, my. friend Mr. J. G,
Edwards,'ythel South-East
Glamorgan.,divisional
education -executive
officer, but there are some
comments feel must
make IVN..... )

To:The .county council,
the -extinction ~of Cow
bridge. Grammar School Is
a .matter, of, no conse-
fluencewro the community
of Cowbridge: of which the
school '-has been an
integral rpart mfor over
three and a half centuries
and to those of us whose
working, lives have been
spent here, the question Is
not to be so airily brushed
aside. '\

The general tenor of Mr.
Edwards’s remarks sug-

ests that the opposition
ere Is to .comprehensive
education in itself. This
Is not so. It Is to the way
In which .'this type of
éducation is being " Intro-
duced. It Is Strongly
urged .that any reorgan-
isation in this darea should
start from_the principle
that the existing grammar
and high schoals be the
nucleus™. for. the “area
comprehensive,” as is the
case - with every other
rammar-school in Glam-
rgan. mmTv,-,
silti is also true, how-
ever, that the_marj]orlt)ﬁ of
people here, if they "had
wer.beeni consulted, would
ilave .agreed that . the
present ~ system as _ it
exists,’. Is more satisfac-
tory, and less in need of
urgent change, than is the
case in most areas where
grammar and modern
Schools co-exist separately.
There has IO”P been “a
harmonious policy of co-
operation, especially in the
matter of transfers for
post - 11 - plus_ “late
developers”; while the
grammar school offers
candidates for “A” Level
In no fewer than 18 sub-
ljects, a remarkable total
or a school of its size.

Little will be gained
haste here, while muc
may be lost.

IOLO DAVIES.

The Grammar School.
Cowbridge.

E0OUCALUION  CITIEL
Proposes surprise

plan for the Vale

A NEW scheme for the reorganisation of senior education in the Vale of Glam-
organ has been put forward by the Director of Education for the county, Mr. Bryn-

mor Jones.

The scheme reverses the
previous county decision to
concentrate all senior com-
prehensive education at
Llantwlt Major and now pro-
poses that Instead of one
large comprehensive school
at Llantwit Major, there
should bo two smaller schools
one at Llantwit Major and
the other at Cowbridge.

The previous proposals
would have meant the end of
the centuries old Cowbridge
Grammar School and Cow-
bridge Girls' High School
whose buildings would then
have been taken over to pro-
vide a bi-lingual comprehen-
sive school where education
would be by means of the
Welsh language.

FIGHT

Ever since the news of the
proposed closure of the
aschools in Cowbridge. the
- local residents have fought to
i. huve Cowbridge preserved as
“ma centre of senior education
*where local children could
mreceive their education In-
« stead of having to travel to
t Llantwit Major.
The Director of Education's
\ letter to Mr. J. G. Edwards,
| the South East Glamorgan
aDivisional Education Officer,
~ obviously surprised members
" of the divisional education
*jexecutive when they met In

mCardill. No discussion took
-mplace on the letter and It
,was referred to a sub-com-

wmittee for detailed conslder-
« atlon.

County Aid. P. J. Smith,
~chairman of the education
xexecutive, who lives in Llant-
>wit Major, told members that
*he felt that the scheme was
~absolutely shocking.

. In his letter the director
outlined ttie previous pro-
posals that

1 Llantwit Major Second-

ary School should be en-
*ee> larged to provide a 10
, form entry comprehen-
sive school to serve the
catchment areas of all
the primary schools
t south of the A48.
. The closure of the Cow-
. bridge schools and the
use of the buildings for
the new bl-lingual com-
prehensive schools; and

3: To use the present

Llanharry Secondary
School as the lower part
of a comprehensive
school, the senior pupils
going to an upper com-
prehensive school to be
established at Y Pant.

N

HINGE

Mr. Jones pointed out that
all the plans hinged on the
county being able to obtain
monies u> extend Y Pant so
that It could become a com-
prehensive school, otherwise
there would be no grammar

school to which Llanharry
pupils could go once the
Cowbridge schools were
closed.

No allocation had been
made for extensions at Y
Pant so, for this reason alone,
it was necesary to reconsider
the position.

Mr. Jones referred to the
strong representations put
forward by Cowbridge
Borough and Rural District
councils objecting to the use

of the buildings In Cow-
bridge for a bl-lingual school.
These authorities claimed

that there would be sufficient
population in and around
Cowbridge north and south of
the A48 to Justify a separate
comprehensive school at Cow-
bridge.

CHANGES

Circumstances had changed
since the original schemes
had been put forward.

While the county planning
officer did not accept the
population -figures put -for-
ward by the councils he ten-
ded to the view that in the
next 10 to 15 years the popu-
lation of the area would grow
sufficiently to sustain two
seven form entry comprehen-
sive schools In the Cowbridge
Llantwit Major area.

“The Administration and
Development sub-committee
have had to ask themselves
whether they should take a
step now which would com-
mit them now to a very large
school at Llantwit Major,
which might make it im-
possible because of size alone,
to Justify a second school or
whether, If any alternative
Is apparent now, which would
make It possible to establish
two schools, In- the long
term this alternative should
be taken," the letter stated.

After referring to the fact
that the Welsh Education
Office has asked the county
education authority to estab-
lish a four form entry com-
prehensive school in the
Ogmore Valley, a far smaller
comprehensive school than
those previously considered,
Mr. Jones' letter put forward
the revised proposals.

SCHOLARS

These are to provide a
seven form entry comprehen-
sive school at Llantwit Major
catering for a full five-year
course catering for scholars
up to 18 years.

The establishment of a
comprehensive school at Cow-
bridge using the existing
buildings. At first this would
be only a little above a four
form entry but would, un-
doubtedly. continue to grow.

Mr. Jones said that In view
of the development in the
area he felt confident that
the planning officer's fore-
cast that two schools of about
seven form entry each would
be Justified.

It was proposed to estab-
lish the bl-lingual compre-
hensive school at the present
Llanharry Secondary 8chool.

Mr. Jones suggested that

pressure be brought on the
Welsh Education Officer to
allow the allocation of funds
reserved In the 1971/72 design
programme to build Y Pant
Into a 11-18 years compre-
hensive school, so that all
children In the catchment
area of Llanharry Secondary
8chool could attend Y Pant
at 11 years rather than to
have a break in their edu-
cation after three years.

BOAF’\DING

Dealing with the problem
of boarding, Cowbridge
Grammar School Is the only
school in the county which
has boarding accommodation,
Mr. Jones stated that the
sub-committee felt that the
retention of boarding was in-
compatible with the author-
ity's policy of comprehensive
-education--—- - —

After the letter had been
read, County Aid. Smith said
that he had strong reser-
vations about some of the
proposals, which completely
reversed the previous policy
for the area. The proposals
had come forward because of
the representations of the
two Cowbridge authorities.

SHOCKED

He suggested that It should
be referred to the staffing
and development sub-commit-
tee where It could be discus-
sed in a calm atmosphere.

He went on to say: "I am
shocked that any responsible
educationalist should say
that you can develop a com-
prehensive school at only
four form entry level. To me
It cannot be done. It Is abso-
lutely shocking.

One of the leaders In the
fight to retain secondary
education in Cowbridge, Mrs.
Betty Williams, commented:
"If, as appears to be the case,
certain Individuals on the
education executive com-
mittee wish to prevent the
latest recommendations from
being Implemented  then
obviously the people of Cowr
bridge and district will want
to know who they are and
what possible reasons they
have for being so prejudiced
that they cannot now accept
what the electors want and
what has been recommended.

The Mayor of Cowbridge,
Coun. Mrs. Mary Hall, wel-
comed the proposals staling
that In her opinion, common
sense had prevailed.

"It seems the sensible
thing to do in view of the
ever increasing transport

costs and the difficulties ex-

perienced In getting tenders
to convey the children to
and from schools. We in

Cowbridge want a balanced
community and a community

without schools Is a com-
munity without a heart.”
Mrs. Hall stated.



jA RECOMMENDATION that there should be two senior eomprehensiye
~chools in the Vale of Glamorgan has been made to the county education

jcommittee.

It came from the South
East Glamorgan Divisional
Education Executive which
accepted a report from its
staffing and development sub-
ccmmittee.

Originally it had been
deci® to have one large
senk  comprehensive school
at Llantwit Major and that
all the pupils from the Cow-
bridge area would be con-
veyed to it

When comprehensive edu-
cation came in it would
mean the end of the Cow-
cridge Grammar and High
schools, whose  buildings
would be taken over by a
bi lingual senior comprehen-
sive school, where teaching
Iwould be in Welsh.

NO SUPPORT

The residents of Cow-
bridge and district did not
accept the idea that there
was no need for a senior
comprehensive  school in
Cowbridge and produced facts
and Cnnres which, they
clainif upported the case
for tv., schools — one at
Cowbridge and the other at
Llantwit Major.

The Director of Education
came out in support of the
Cowbridge residents’ conten-
tion, but his views were not
supported "by several mem-
bers of the divisional edu-
cation executive, including
its chairman. County Aid. P.
J. Smith.

The -executive instructed
the staffing and development
sub-committee to investigate
the matter in detail and
oringback firm recommenda-
110NS.

s At the monthly meeting,
ke report was presented

and accepted without com-
ment.

But after the report had
been received, County Coun.
j. A David_Llanharan, and
Coun. T. C. Lewis, Llanharry,
said that they did notagree
with some of the reports
recommendations which con-
cemed the future of Llan-
harry Secondary School. 1

BI-LINGUAL

The report recommended
that a comprehensive school
should be established at
Llantwit Major, sufficiently
large to provide for the
needs of all secondary pupils
from the Mantwit Major and
St. Athan area and that the
authority should dispose of
the buildings of the present
Cowbridge Grammar School.
_When the need for an addi-
tional comprehensive school
arose, it should be organised
in. the present Cowbridge
High School for Girls, with
extensions, as and when re-
quired.

It also said that the Llan-
harry Secondary School
building should "be used as
the nucleus of a bi-lingual
comprehensive school, with
the proviso that the children
from the present catchment
area whose parents do not
want them to attend the bi-
lingual school, be permitted
to "send them to the Cow-
brld%?-based comprehensive
school.

It was also recommended
that the education authority
be asked to Include Pendoy-
lan in the catchment aret of
the proposed Cowbridge Com-
rehensive  School  rather
han in the catchment area
of the new' Radyr Compre-
hensive School.

ENGLISH
The motion that the report

be adopted was proposed b
the chgirman ofpth% execu){

t

say’s

tive, who also chaired the ingston and others, has been

sub-committee, and  was
seconded by County Coun.
Mrs. P. M. Y. Winn=Jones.

County Coun. David and
Coun, Lewis then attempted
to raise the point that child-
ren from Llanharry should
be allowed to attend the
Llanharry Bi-lingual Com-
F_rehenswe School, if, estab-
I!SHEd' and be taught in Eng-
ish.

The chairman ruled that
as the report had been
accepted there could be no
further discussion on it.

While the executive has
made its proposals to_ the
county_education committee
this might not be the end o
the battle.' /v

Just as the Cowbrld%e
residents got together to
fight the proposal” that one
large school should be estab-
lished in Llantwit Major
when the proposals were
announced, so the people.in
lt)heksouth are now fighting
ack.

PETITION

Many people believe that
the larger the comprehensive
school, "the better range of
education can be given to
the children who attend it

In this they are supported
b?{ many Ieadln% education-
alists, including the heads of
senior schools.

A petition, bearing_ over
3500 signatures of residents
in the ‘parishes of Llantwit
Major, St. Athan, Gileston,
Llanmaes, Llandow, Flem-

sent to the secretary of state
for education and science
with a copy to the director
of_education, for the coun_t%/.
The petition views with
alarm the latest_proposals to
reverse the decision on the
catchment area of the new
school published in . 1965
which would have established
the school at Llantwit Major.
The petition expressed con-
cern that the limiting of the
size of the school at Llan-
twit Major would mean that
many children from these
arishes would be conveyed
0 Cowbridge and be denied
the education that a larger
school could offer.

SUPPORTERS

It was the view of the
petitioners that a_four-form
entry comprehensive school,
as, was proposed at Cow-
bridge, could not possibly
provide a complete edu-
cational structure for pupils

in the 11 to 18 age range,
many of whom would hope
to_attain A-level standard.

They then appealed for
the establishment of an 810
form entry school at Llan-

twit Ma]jpr. ]
The first /shots in the
counter battle have been

fired, but it is doubtful if
th§|>_¥] will be the last.
. There are many arguments
in favour of both the one
and two school factions and
both have powerful sup-
porters where suplport counts.
Before the final decision is
made there will be a con-
siderable discussion on all
the points made by both
sides, for there is no doubt
that each of the proposals
has a great deal of merit.

0 WHAT are your views

.on comprehensive edu-
cation in the Vale? Write
to us at the Welsh Harj
Building, Pontypridd.
Letters should arrive by
first post on Monday.

*N0 THREAT OF
ANTHRAX SPREADING’

ANTHRAX caused the deaths
of seven cows on a farm at
Gwaelodygarth, Taffs Well,
but a Ministry of Agriculture
official said that there is no
risk of a spread of the
disease.

Mr. H. N. Kennedy, the

Ministry's divisional veterin-
ary officer for Glamorgan,
said that the cows had died
over a short period and were
all cremated at Ynysgau
Farm as soon as possible.
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OBJECTIONS TO a suggested reorganisation of schools in the
Cowjpridge area will receive the fullest consideration by the Secre-
tary of State for Education, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, parents have
been tolcTby the Welsh Office. Wiiu "

But a senior Glamor-
gan education official to-

da id a decision had
RBY et BEER Made by
the kdtinty HNH Ben:
sultations  were’ still

going on with governors

of schools iij the area.

If the ‘present suggestions
are aﬁproved, the buildings
of the Cowbrldge Boys’
Grammar . School. and_ Cow-
bridge ~ Girls’ High School
would be used to form a new
bilingual school to serve the
Mid-Glamorgan area.

Petition

This has brought -opposi-
l.tlon from parents, and a
petition, calling ..for the
schools to 'be Kept-as local
schools In the comprehensive
pattern. .

~Mr. J: G. Edwards, divi-
_sional education officer for
jSouth-East Glamorgan, said
jthﬁ Proposal would, make
only V\]{O changes in the pro-
L posa)s for "going comprehen-
|ﬁvea’] a?reagy gecdgg: tﬁ]e
area would dgo comprehensive
some 10 vears _earlier than
previously anticipated, and -a
use had "been found for the
buildings of the two schools.

The “Welsh ~Office state-
ment. In a letter to Mrs.
Betty Williams, of Cowbridge,
added: “There is no pos-
sibility of Cowbridge beln%
presenttla_d" with  "a J/ai
accompli.

fn g letter to Mr. Peter
Thomas," Secretary bf State
for Wales, Mrs. Williams said
parents were an%ry at the
education committee’s "high-
handed” action.

.proposals, he said. The next
?ﬁ’? 2?32‘_"””5"’6 & |gevg!opment_ was that Welsh
“It “was decided there provision in the  county
should be a comprehensive ;oecame overcrowded and the
school at Llantwlt Major, that (¢ducation committee con-
Uanharrt should , go’ ‘with $idered there was a need for
Pencoed or Y Pant.and that at third Welsh secondary
the two Cowbridge’schools be school. . .
closed. There™ was It was considered unlikely
decision on what to do with that the money would be
these schools.” ' available to build a new
“The "governing bodies con- Welsh secondary school in
sidered the need for board-)the middle of the county. “It
ing arrangements, and It was therefore, decided” that
decided these should be at Vv the principle of com-
Blantwtt Major. The Llan- --henslve “education In the
twit  Major  school was 6ﬁ%a'vvygssh%:gﬂjtggngy ever
enlarged to_cadgj foya seven- N EC%O

_reached 800 pupils, he said, to make Llantwit Major com-,
i Cowbridge = parents” were pIeteI[:y comprehensive,” said
aware of “the position and mVt. Edwards.

The Cowbridge schools
would then close as planned
and the buildings could be
used for the third Welsh
school

“This, is, therefore, onI%( a
suggestion  the  education
committee have In mind,
said Mr. Edwards. "The
have _asked the_ divisiond
executive to consider It. and
we have asked the governors
for their views.”

Some parents believed the
county wanted to close the
schools in qrder to have a
Welsh school, but what was
being suggested was bringing
<lomprehenslve educatlon
earlier than had been antici-
pa‘t‘e%, he said.

The principle of compre
henslve * education in ‘th<
Vale js. well known—t’s no
something that has beet
sprung on people,” he added

i ir Officials had talked to
M%r@?%ﬁé%ﬁgmemeﬁ parents’ associations_in the
1 ]

The Jco‘stv‘

The .committees proposals,
made . with little regard for
the high cost of school trans-
port, “would mean taking
children out. of Cowbridge to
school and brlnglng others
in  from _areas _ sfretchin

from Cardiff to Port .Talbot, 1
she said. o 3>1
The _ petition, beating

2,500._ signatures,, would be
submitted to Mr. Thomas as
soon, as the education oom-
cmlttée  published statutory
rslgitéces of the proposals, shel

Mr. J. G. Edwards said the !
county had publicised pro-
posals for-going comprehen-
Sive six Iy_ears ago.  Docu-
ments setting out the plans
for their area had been given
to children to take home,
there had heen governors’
meetings, and everyone knew
what was going on, he said.
_ There weére some complica-
tions In the Cowbridge area
with the two schools,” which
were old foundations,
originally each serving the
whole county area.

Diminished

By 1964, the ’area had
diminished, and .Cowbridge
town had not expanded,
while there was expansion in
E\f/}le_St.d_Athan anI Iflantwn

ajor districts. * ac
nO\A/ convey two-thlnrds_o tﬁg
Cowbridge” schoolchildren
from the south,” he said.

“This being the situation,
we asked the governors at
Cowbridge and "at Uantwit



« MM tion
mounts
to schools
reshuffle

MORE THAN 2000 people have
now signed a petition to the Welsh
Office opposing plans to reorganise
secondary education in the Cow-
bridge areU”-and more signatures
are still being’collected.

1’1t J)resses ‘for”’the retention of
Cowbridge Boys’.Grammar and Girls’
High Schools as secondary" schools for
the area in the ruture comprehensive
pattern.

Many local parents are upset by
Glamorgan  Education  Committee
roposals which would mean Cow-
ridge pupils attending a comprehen-
sive  school five miles away at
Llantwit Major. v

Another of the committees pro-
posals is to use the Cowbridge
]grammer_and high schools jomtIP/ to
orm a bilingual secondary school for
the Mid-Glamorgan area.

Vms/7Z1'Erinkiini
Revised ¢plan

for schools
shocks
alderman

fu'iw-'  akTSHc-i
A NEW.plan for Vale of Glamorgan
comprehensive : e schools was
described as “absolutely shocking”
by an education committee chair-
man in Cardiff yesterday.

The fresh proposals now being
considered by a county education sub-
committee were a complete reversal of
the previous pollc]y for the area, said
the chairman of South-East Gla-
morgan Education Executive Com-
mittee, Alderman Percy Smith.

“l am shocked ,that any respon-
sible educationists should say you can
develop a comprehensive Sschool at
only four-form entry level.” he said.
“To me it cannot be done. It is abso-
lutely shocking.”

Under the new plan a small com-
prehensive school would be set up at
Cowbridge boys’ and girls’ grammar
schools—using the boys’ school as the
lower tier—in addition to a previously
proposed Llantwit Major comprehen-
sive school.;. -

A bilingual comprehensive school
at Llanharry Secondary School is also
proposed.

Mrs. Betty Williams, of Cov_vbrid(};e,
organiser of a petition calling for
the retention of the two Cowbridge
schools, said last night, “If, as appears
to be the case, cerfain individuals on
the education executive committee
wish to prevent the latest recom-
mendations from being Implemented
then obviously the people of owbrldﬁe
and district will want to know who
they are and what possible reasons
they, have-for being so pre{udlced that
they cannot now accept what the
electors want and what, has been
recommended.”

MORE than 1,600 people
have, signed a petition
opposing plans to re-
organise schools in the

Cowbridge area. )

The petition which will be
sent to the Welsh Office
opposes Glamorgan Educa-
tion Committee's ng};rogosal_to
site a new comprehensive
school at Llantwit Major
which  would be used_‘by
Cowbridge e\tljlg)l_ls. The
existing ~  Cowbridge . Boys’
Grammar School and Girls’
High School would merge to
«form a bilingual comprehen-
sive .school for the Mid-Gla-
,maorgan. area.

The . five-mile move to
Llantwit Major Is opposed Iin
the petition which urges the
retention of the two.Cow-
bridge schools in the com-
prehensive pattern.

Letter to M.P.

Mrs.. Bettv Williams, of
Cowbridge, the organiser of
the petition, said: “ People
are really an%rg/ and raving
made about thé committee’s
proposal. We want to keep
our own schools and, as the
committee is committed to
the comprehensive pattern of
education we want the two
schools to become compre-
hepsive in our area.

“We are not In anly wa){
h|tt|nP at the bifingua
school” proposed by the edu-
cation committee; but we
want to keep our own
schools.” .

The petition, she added,
had already been signed by
1,600 People and thetotal Is
e%c ed to reach nearly
2, by the end of the week.

The "petition suggests that
the grammar and hl%h
school™ buildings should e
improved and”~ extended as
needed for the comprehen-

sive (ﬁugpose. .
Welsh St. Donats Parish
Council has sent a letter to
Mr. Raymond Gower. M.P,
for Barry, -informing_him of
the “great dissatiSfaction”
felt over the proposed re-
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Education chiefs to

/0/4/ 1,

Western Maij Reporter

EDUCATION CHIEFS who have
still not decided how to develop a
comprehensive schools system for
the Vale of Glamorgan will
inspect the two existing grammar
schools at Cowbridge.

The inspection will be made by
representatives of the South-East
Glamorgan education executive com-

mittee whose chairman is critical of
the new reo%an_lsatlon plan for com-
prehensive eduation.

.Committee members adjourned
their private talks on the new plan
after-a 90-mlnute-meeting in Cardiff
on Thursday, with governors rep-
resenting schools in the area.

The committee chairman, Aider-
man Percy Smith, has criticised a

proposal to set up a small comprehen- |

sive school of only a little over four-

form entry at” Cowbridge boy’s
Crﬁ(%inar school and girls’ high

. . He said after the meeting, “After
visiting the two schqols we “hope to
come to some conclusions on the plan

which  will be reported to the full
education executive committee.

. “l am in dispute over the small
size of this .proposed omprehensive
school on the grounds that you can-
not make adequate academic provi-.
sion at_only four-form entry level but
I am giving other committee members

nd governors, the chance to express
their~opinion.

Under the new plan, a small com-
rehensive school would be set up at
the two Cowbridge grammar schools
in addition to a previously proposed
L lantwit Major comprehensive school
A bilingual “"comprehensive school a
Lllanhaer Secondary School is also
planned.

. * A petition calling for the reten-
tion of the- two Cowhbridge schools was
signed by 2,500 residents in the Cow-
bn%;le drea, after the original Vale
of Glamorgan plan appeared.

Under this plane one proposed 10-
form entry comprehensive school at
Llantwit Major would serve both the
Llantwit Major and Cowbridge areas,
and the Cowbridge grammar schools
would be used as a bilingual compre-
Qsenglve school for the Mid-Glamorgan

Thu Ci*

New school
1

1jTO build a comprehensive
schooi’-at' Llantwit Major which
would be big enough to include the
St.; Athan area were approved last
night by the South-East Glamorgan
Education executive committee.

The .committee also decided that
a..new comprehensive school should
bfti se_g/-p%_-r-wh_en needed — at
Cowbridge Girls” High School.

f '‘Cowbridge Boys” Grammar School,
oné of the oldeSt -in South Wales,
should be closed and Llanharry
Secondary  School should be the
nucleus of a bilingual comprehensive
school, the committee said.

Mr. J. A David and Mr. T. C.
Lewis, both governors of Llanharry
WSecondary School, said that the
would ,only.'support the bilingud
uaghgol'h it'admitted E{}gllsh-spea ing
piipils,” as' -well «as elsh-speakin
children/ ffrom 'Mid-Glamorgan an
"'the'’Vale.” =

twﬂd%/up
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MajorIsecondary school to'provide a
10-form entry”.comprehensive school
with :sixth-form -accommodation and
£50,000 additions, and adaptations to
Cowbridge grammar and high schools
will not be included in the approved
building, programme to be started
during 1972-73. D>

The department' say they are
reserving a financial allocation for
these proposals until the position
becomes clearer.'-.." ’ .

The county education committee’s
planstare to provide comprehensive
education for the Cowbridge area at
Llantwit Major and to use the Cow-
bridge grammar and high schools
jointly as a _bilingual secondary
school. But their estimates of future
population figures, on which these
Blans are parfly based, are disputed

$ the_ICowbrldge Borough and Rural
.Councils.

; Petition

More than 2500 residents in the
Cowbridge _ district have signed a
petition “objecting to the committal's
plans and calling for the retention of
the Cowbridge ™ grammar and high
schools withirf the comprehensive
pattern. »

- *The - organiser, Mrs. Betty
Williams, is “waiting to present the
etition to the Secretary of State for
"Wales', Mr. Peter Thomas, as soon as
the necessary statutory notices of the
‘'mcommiltteé’s “proposals” are published.
She said last night, “l am ve
pleased to hear of the department’3
decision. It may be a hopeful sign.”

*Talks with representatives of
Glamorgan Education Committee on
arrangements ,, to be made for the
raising of- the school-leaving age were
held at the Welsh Office in Cardiff,
yesterday.
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n_the' futyre compre-j'.
ehenslye A8 chg%i\(})]n-system for the
Vale of Glamorgan may be made,
next week after a series of private
talks'that began in April.

Representatives of the South-East
Glamorgan Education Executive' Com-
mittee again met_in private at the
County Hall, Cardiff, yesterday. ,

Thé committee chairman, Aider-
man Percy Smith, said later that
recommendations on two alternative
proposals were e'xpected to be received'
at the next meeting of the full com-
mittee.

_Alderman Smith has criticised the
revised plan suggested by the county
education 'authority on "the grounds
that a proposed comprehensive school
for Cowbridge would be too small.

Under the original plan, which i.-d
to a protest-petition-signed by more!
than .2,500. people, a comprehensive
school would be established at Llant-
\wit -Major .-and the ,two Cowbridge
g_rqmmar eschools would become "a

ilingual secondary school; for Mid-'
Glamorgan. ~'r

_ The petitioners want the two Cow-
bridge grammar schools retained as
comprehensive schools as proposed in
the revised plan, which also provides
for a Llantwit Major comprehensive
school.



THE SCHOOL—

C 0 many old gram-
N mar  schools
have been swallowed
up into the compre-
ihensive system that
'the fate of another
seems, perhaps, of
{little importance

But the decisions sur-
rounding the future—or
Inon-future — of Cow-
jbridge Grammar School
ihave so infuriated the
staff that it’s worth pay-
ing them special atten-
tion.

Founded in 1G08, this is
the oldest grammar
school in Glamorgan, and
one of tile oldest in Wales.
It is also one of the best.

The inevitability of edu-

cational change 1s acceP-
ted - albeit reluctantly In
some circles—but. there's
a strong feeling that Cow-
bridge. “for some reason
has come in for special
adverse treatment.
_ Other grammar schools
in Glamorgan have been
used as the nucleus for the
comprehensives  wide
have replaced them. Not
Cowbrldge.

‘Injustice’

The comprehensive for
die area Is tQ be based at
bluntwit Major, and _the
nnilulng.s vacated by Cow-

brldge” Grammar” and
Cowbridge High School
for Girl[s will ” accommo-
date a new bilingual
school. .
This, says Mr. _loio
Davies, senior _ resident
master at  Cowbridge
Grammar School, is "a

“conspicuous and severe
injustice.”

He thinks it wrong that
these two %rammar schools
should be the only ones in
Hit: county not t0 become
the nucleus of a compre-
hensive.

The headmaster, Mr. J.
Idwal Rees — a one-time
Welsh_rugby International
who lias been headmaster
for :rj years—agrees.

In ‘his study overlookin
the schoo’l’s seclude
lawns, lie sat at his desk
near ihe portrait, of one
of ttie school’s founders
and told me:

h come out wit

founded in 1G08.

Herbert Williams looks
the controversy surrounding
Glamorgan’s oldest school

Are they playin
fair with
Cowbridge Gi

What will be lost by a
move to Llantwlt? "Tradi-
tion.” lie replied "What-
ever they say. tt atfects
everything. U affects
academic,” standards. It
affects tone, . .

_"And tradition is closely
linked up with atmosphere
and buildings. It ‘can’t
easily be transplanted.

Theories

"To worship tradition, |
think, is wrong. But the
success of our education
system in Britain Is that
we haven’t discarded. the
best of our old traditions.

“Here there's a danger
that those traditions will
be scrapped altogether. |
think that’s a mistake.

“I'm fed up with the
way education is being
messed about b?/I politi-
cians and psychologists.
Those psychologists! They
a new
theory every few months.
We are Inundated with
White Papers and Green
Papers ‘and  goodness
knows what.

“The trouble Is that,
these fanciful theories
come from people who
have _never done a day's
teaching in their lives.”,

The ‘present set-up in
Cowbridge _was expected
to survive into the 1980’
and the Idea of a blllngu_al
school in which Welsh will
be a medium of instruc-
tion came as a complete
surprise. .

“It, came right out of
the blue,” said Mr. Rees.

“l read about it in the
Press. In fact, | still
haven’t been told ofilcl-

ally.” ,
¥here are 480 boys in

the school, 110 of whom
are sixth formers—a hl%h
proportion.  Fifty of the

R/lljpils are boarders, and
r. lolo Davies, who lias
taught classics there for
28 years, is angay with_the
decision to ~discontinue
boarding when the com-
prehensive is set up.

"The impression was
definitely given that the
hoarding element would
be preserved, and the
children:taken to Llantwlt
by bus,” he said.

Growth

Boarding, lie claims, is
becoming not less import-
ant in ~our |nc_reasm%Iy
egalitarian  societ ut
more Important, because
people move around morn
and many of them like
their children to have a
settled education. ]

He says this is particu-

"If comprehensive edu-

cation is
lahe
li think It 0”'}’-
;the principle fai

authority's

should be applied in

s 10 be thrust on
pupils of Glamorgan,
right that
d down In

ttie _original
(document, on “this subject.
|

OW-

Ibridge — that where a

grammar school exists, it
IShould be the nucleus of
:a comprehensive school for

‘the locality.

"l dont” see why

bridge
,nuL’(‘]a

shoujfi be. singled
s an exception.

_Cow-

larly important in the
Cowbridge area because
St. Athan airmen posted
elsewhere often choose to
let, their children remain
at the school as boarders.

Mr. Idwal Rees, the
head, said: "Some people
think that boarding isn’t
compatible with compre-
hensive education, hut this

estimate obsolete already”

heAsald. h dds. b
nyway, he adds,

s_e_lecﬁ\rqvgy Cowbridge a>s/
tiie site’ of the bilingual
school the county autho-
r|tr¥ “have, underlined
what has always been
true — that Cowbridge Is
the natural focal point of
the Vale and the place
where the -neighbourhood

isn't so, There are com- comprehensive ~ ought to
prehensive  boarding "
schools in London and;
Coventry.” Space

A number of reasons
have been given for sitin When | spoke to Mr.
the comprehensive a John  Brace, assistant
Llantwlt Major. . One of dijrector of education lor
them Is thaf this is the G|am0rgan however. he
natural “growth point” In didn't “mention . the
the Vale of Glamorgan.  "growth point" thesis.

Mr. lolo Davies, how- ““The reason we are bas-

ever. says._tills was based
on an estimate of popula-
tion trends made five
ears ago. Subsequent
developments, such as the
transfer of the Royal
Mint to Llantrlsant and
the prospect, of a_ new
town north of Cowbrld(%el
“may well have made this

ing the comprehensive at.
Llantwlt Major is that
there’s a brand-new school
there, LlanilHud Fawr
Secondary.”  he said.
“Cowbridge has very old
buildings™ and there  Just
isn’t the space. This is
?omg to be a Iarge, 10-
orm entry school.
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THE HEADMASTER: Mr. J. I0WAl Rccs.

rammar?

He made no secret of
the fact that Cowbridge
schools would have beén
left alone some years
longer If the Idea of a
third bilingual secondary

school for the county
hadn’t come up.
Mr. Brace said they

needed a third school on
the basis of the growth of
numbers In the bilingual
primary schools.

By basing the school in
Cowbridge.  they  could
then justify bringing for-
ward “their” comprehensive
glans for the area
ecause obviously the “dis-

laced" pupils from the
ocal = grammar
have to be taught some-
where.

So this game of musical
chairs means the end ol
an ancient school with a
fine record of scholastic
success. Its onlf\l/ crime_Is
that it doesn't, fit, in with
modern theories of educa-
tion.

Suspicion

Some parents, like Mr.
David Beech, a Cowbridge
haulage contractor, think
the ~educationists  are
“gambling with the chil-
dren’s lives.”

“The scheme may not be
a success." he said, "but
the children don't get a

schools Pop

second chance. And what
ets me |Is that these
things take place without
us having any say In it

whatever.
He also thought the
schools would be™a great,

loss to Cowbridge as "l hey
are very much a part of
community life” —a point
made by other local
people.

This argument may not

carry much weight In
Coun'gl Hall. Bill™ Coun.
Ken George, a member of

Cowbridge Borough Coun-
cil, Is pushing an alter-
native scheme.
He thinks the growth of
opulation . in e Vale
would Justify two seven-
stream coinprehenslves In
year* 'line mv at
NG

live e i
Llaiilwit Maine Un
other at Cowbridge
Whatever happens, there
Is a s_tron(% suspicion at
Cowbridge that the school
has come In for adverse
treatment S|mp]Ly because
It Is an old foundation
steeped In tradition.

Inverted snobbery, In
fact. The suspicion may
be unfounded, but one
thing is absolutely certain.
There is an impatience
w it h “tradition” at
County Hall and an eager-
ness to sweep away the old
order as quickly”as pos-
sible.  Will the new be ns
%ood as It’s cracked up to
e?



