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The 14 flint arrowheads (actual size) from the 3,500-year-old burial mound on Breach Farm, Crossways, near 
Cowbridge, which were found this week-end. The 13 barbed-and-tanged arrowheads have fmely-serrated edges. The 
14th is a leaf-shaped'speoimen from the body of the mound.

Dramatic Bronze,Age Finds 
In Vale of Glamorgan

Finest Examples of 
Flint Work 

Known in Wales

Brought to Light by 
Excavations 

In Burial Mound
BY DOROTHY DUNGWORTH

The excavations which Mr. W. 
F. Grimes lias been making on 
behalf of the Cardiff Naturalists’ 
•Society at a mound on Breach 
Farm, near Crossways, Cowbridge, 
resulted in finds of extraordinary 
interest being made during the 
week-end.

The finds,- w hich  date the  m ound to the 
E arly  Middle Bronze A ge (about 1500 
B.C.), included 13 barbed -and-tanged  flint 
arrow heads, various bronzes, and  a 
h ighly decorated  p igm y cup. These 
accom panied a crem ation  b u ria l consist
ing of b u rn t bones and  charcoal in  a pit 
a t  the centre  o l the barrow .

The richness of th e  find and the  
elabo ra te  charac te r of th e  b u ria l 
suggest th a t th e  dead person w as of 
g rea t i m D n r t a n c »  u i -  j - ~

sa fe ty -razor blades. W hen w ashed in a 
pool they  w ere  revealed  to be of ex tra 
o rd inary  beau ty  and delicacy. More 
a n d  sim ilar arrow -heads followed f ro m , 
th is  treasu re -tro v e  un til th e re  w ere , in 
all, 13 to  be tran sfe rred  to cotton  wool 
in  the toffee tin.

A  find of another type and equally 
in teresting  w as a pa ir of grooved sand
stone stones, generally  exp lained as 
s tra igh teners o r  sm oothers fo r arrow  
shafts, w hich perform ed, in  the Middle 
B ronze Age, the  sam e function a s  the 
sandpaper of to-day. T here w ere  also 
found the eight flint “ poin ts ” in  th e  form 
of th in  triang les.

BRONZE DAGGER
The n e x t find w as a, bronze dagger, 

s till w ith  its  wooden handle show ing the 
li ttle  ridge a t the  junction  of the blade 
and  the handle. This riH»» .>—  -*  - -
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MR. W. F. GRIMES

as to th e  inhab itan ts of th a t d istric t 
during  th e  Bronze Age.

A rarely recorded feature of a wall 
enclosing the mound, about 250ft. In 
circumference, was one of Mr. Grimes's 
first finds and was recorded and illus
trated in the “ Western Mail ” of 
October 1«.
B ut, it  w as no t u n til th is w eek-ènd 

th a t the rea l trea su re  house of th e  tomb 
w as discovered

The clue to its existence w as provided 
by  a pecu liar clay form ation, ra th e r  like 
an  inverted  pudding basin  w hich  was 
revealed in  the cen tre  of th e  barrow  
as the m ain m ound w as dug away 
from  its sides. C areful exam ina
tion showed that th is w as p a r t  of the 
m ound w hich had sunk over a p it in  the 
old ground surface.

A THRILLING hour  
This clay tum p w as still in position 

w hen m em bers of the  Cardiff N atu ra lis ts’ 
Society. Visited the excavations on S a tu r
day afternoon. T he m em bers w atched 
Mr. G rim es carefully  dem olish th e  tum p 
w ith pick and shovel, a w ork of about 
an hour. Its  rem oval a t once confirm ed 
the  existence of th e  pit, w hich w as fol
lowed dow nw ards to a depth of 28 inches.

Mr. G rim es hung head dow nw ards 
over the  hole, from  the edge of. which, 
•24 inches in diam eter, the clay crum bled 
aw ay to reveal th a t a definite circu lar 
excavation had been m ade there. F irst 
w ith a spade, then  w ith  a large trowel, 
then a sm aller trow el, then  w ith  a pen
knife, and finally w ith  h is finger nails 
he scraped aw ay the  earth, passing  it 
carefu lly  through his fingers.

He first found two scattered pieces of 
charcoal, proving that other human 
agencies had been at work in that hole. 
But the real excitement came at a 
depth of about 2ft., when Mr. Grimes 
startled the peering company by exclaim
ing: “ Look at this! Wood!"

This tu rned  ou t to be the handle p re 
sum ably of a much corroded bronze axe
like artic le  w hich w as found adjoining 
it. the first trace of bronze w hich showed 
glowing green agains t the grey clay.

From  then on discoveries follow ed in 
sw ift and dram atic succession, each one 
received w ith  g rea t excitem en t;by a  ring 
of spectators round the hole. A toffee tin 
w as sent fo r to hold the finds.

The bronze w as followed rap id ly  by 
the  exciting find of th ree  arrow  heads, 
closely packed as a  packet of m odern

Bronze Age, the  sam e-fu n c tio n  as the 
sandpaper of to-day. T here  w ere  also 
found the  eigh t flint “ poin ts ” in  th e  form  
of th in  triang les.

BRONZE DAGGER
T he n ex t find w as a bronze dagger, 

s till w ith  its  wooden handle show ing the 
li ttle  ridge a t  the  junction  of the blade 
an d  the  handle. This ridge w as o f an 
unusual shape.

B y this tim e it  was qu ite  dark, an d  Mr. 
G rim es, ly in g  iprone on th e  w et ground, 
had  been w orking fo r some tim e b y  the 
lig h t of an  electric hand torch. Before 
he ra ised  h im self ou t of the  hole into 
w hich he h ad  hung fo r  n early  th ree  
hours th e re  w as ju s t tim e to find a  few 
pieces of bone, m ixed w ith  charcoal, the, 
rem ains o f the  fu n e ra l pyre, which 
show ed th a t the  rem ains of th a t great 
personage of the  early  p a r t  of the  Middle 
Bronze A ge w ere to  be found in  the 
bottom  of th e  pit.

W ork w as th en  abandoned fo r  the 
n ight. T he bones w ere covered w ith  that 
d ay ’s Western M ail and  th e  hole filled in,- 
and  Mr. Thom as, th e  fa rm er of th e  land, 
m ounted g u ard  during  th e  riight.

THE PIGMY CUP
Mr. G rim es recom m enced excavating 

a t  two o'clock Sunday afternoon, when 
the m em bers of the N a tu ra lis ts ' Society 
w ere rein fo rced  by m any m em bers of the 
general public, a ttrac ted  by the  lines of 
cars parked  along th e  n earb y  lane.

W ork proceeded w ith o u t inc iden t for 
some tim e as Mr. G rim es rem oved hand
fu l after handfu l of crem ated  bones gnd 
deposited them  in a  packing case for 
fu rth e r  exam ination by an anatom ist, 
w ho w ill decide the age and sex o f the 
dead person.

The thrill of the afternoon, almost 
when Mr. Grimes had given up 
expeoting any more finds other than 
bones, came when he dug out the 
pottery incense, or pigmy oup, which 
was found on its side against the side 
of the pit.
F u rth e r  w ork  ended the  exhum ation 

; of the bones a t a dep th  of 28 inches 
from  the Bronze Age ground surface, 
and  the resu lting  m ate ria l available  for 
fu rth e r  exam ination am ounted  to  about 
tw o bucketsfu l of bones, am ong w hich 
could be traced  pieces of skull of “ the 
round-headed  m an whd m ade the round 
barrow s."

OLD BURIAL CUSTOMS
- Discussing the finds, Mr. G rim es gave 

me the follow ing sta tem en t: —
"The character of a site like th a t  a t 

B reach F a rm  can only be properly  
understood w ith some sort of knowledge 
of the bu ria l customs followed by man 
in the prehistoric  period.

" The rea l beginnings of well-defined 
burial custom s belong to the  New Stone 
Age or N eolithic period, w hich dates 
from  about 2500 to 2000 B.C. and was 
the time of the g rea t cham bered tom bs 
w hich throughout W ales a re  commonly, 
known as cromlechs.

" It was a  belief in the past th a t these 
g rea t stone m onum ents w ere connected 
w ith the D ruids, b u t m odern archaeolo
gists have discarded this, and excavation 
of a  num ber of them  has show n quite 
clearly  th a t they w ere com m unal burial 
places used like a m odern b u ria l-vau lt

my or Incense Cup, which was found in the Breaoh Farm burial mound, 
he finest ever discovered in Wales. A notable feature is the regular, 
>h ornament It Is the work el a notter ot 1500 B.C. (Actual size.)

over a period of m any years.
“ The people who built these tom bs— 

they w ere also the first to in troduce a 
knowledge of agricu ltu re  and stock 
breeding into this country—se ttled  in 
w h a t is now G lam organ. We have 
exam ples of th e ir  m onum ents at 
Tythegston, near Porthcaw l. and 
especially a t  St. Nicholas, near Cardiff.

NEWCOMERS
“ At the beginning of the Bronze Age. 

about 2000 B.C., these people were
succeeded by new com ers who introduced 
an  entirely  different typo of burial. They 
cam e from  Holland and the  Rhineland, 
and  instead  of bu ry ing  .th e ir  dead in 
m egalithic' tom bs they buried  them 
separately.

“ N orm ally the body w as bu ried  on 
its side in  a crouched-up position with 
arm s folded and the knees alm ost touch
ing the chin. It w as protected by slabs 

I form ing a rough coffin o r  cist o r some- 
Continued In next column

Continued from preceding column
tim es was m erely  enclosed roughly  wit 
stones. I t fw as then  covered w ith a  roun 
m ound and the m ound becam e the visibh 
b u ria l m onum ert. Such m ounds m ay stil 
be seen th roughout th e  Vale of Glamor 
gan. Once bu ilt they  seem  t6  hay- 
acquired  a sacred charac te r  ̂and  wer 
frequen tly  used fo r o ther bu ria ls whic] 
w ere placed in  th e  body of the mound

The E arly  Bronze Age invaders jus 
m entioned prac tised  th e  inhum ation r it 
o f burial, and w hen they  w ere  ab so rbs 
in the already  existing native  p o p u la te  
th a t r ite  died out and was replaced b; 
crem ation.

“ The b u rn t bones w ere th en  gathere 
together and buried  in a p it o r in a  pot 
te ry  urn. B ut th roughout the  w hole o 
the  BronZe Age the round mound per 
sisted as th e  norm al monum ent. So tha 
we find both inhum ation and  crematioi 
bu ria ls in a m onum ent of th is  type.

’’ Many of these m ounds have bee: 
dug into in the past, bu t rare ly  unti 
recen t years has sufficient atten tion  bee: 
given to the  rnound itself. E arlier exca 
vators w ere too often .content to look fo 
the  burial which experience taught'then  
to expect a t  the centre and much valu 
able evidence has been lost, because o 
th e ir indifference to any th ing  else.

■*• The Breach m ound is a good instanc 
of the elaborate form  which such mound 
pertake when raised over a person o 
g rea t eminence in his day. At an earl 
stage in the excavation, w hich was begu 
a fo rtn ight ago, it w as found th a t th 
m onum ent was defined by a ringw ork c 
stone. 81ft. in d iam eter, w hich had bee 
laid to m ark  the  lim it of a mound t 
elav, the presen t height of which, abov 
the old ground level, is about three-anf 
a-half feet.

'■ The ringw ork is well defined on ii 
outer face, having been bu ilt of larg 
blocks of local lim estone. Inside this, fc 
a w idth of about 5ft., a skin of stor 
covered the surface of the clay mourn 
thus showing th a t the  ringw ork ws 
built after the m ound was in  place. Tt 
clay mound itself had been built in tw 
layers of brown and grey clay, respei 
lively.

“ As v a s  expected, the prim ary burn 
for which the m ound was erected wt 
found alm ost exactly a t the centre."

LCopyright Reserved.!



richness of the  find and the 
rate ch a rac te r of th e  bu ria l 
st th a t  th e  dead p erson  w as of 
im portance in  h is day.
W. F. G rim es, com m enting  on the 
im portance of th e  discovery  a t 

end of a fo rtn ig h t's  excavating, 
t  cu lm inated  in {wo highly- 
a tic days, to ld  m e :— 
he finds from  the  b u ria l p it  are 
y c lea rly  th e  com plete equipm ent 
e dead  person  p u t in to  th e  p it with 
irem ated  bones. T he arrow heads 
if ex trao rd in arily  fine quality , both 

th e  po in t of v iew  of th e ir  form  
of th e ir  w orkm anship . O utstand- 
'ea tu res a re  th e ir  fine outlines and 
ately se rra ted  edges an d  points. 
“ Without much fear of contradiction 
can be said that these arrowheads 
e the finest examples of flint-work 
t to be recorded from Wales and 
mparable with any that have been 
ind in the British Isles.
,’hese th irtee n  a rrow heads had  been 
eded by the  discovery, a little 
ince aw ay, of a still ea rlie r  leaf- 
>ed arro w h ead  belonging to  th e  pre- 
ng N eolithic period , w hich showed 

th is area  w as occupied by  m an | 
l befo re  th e  Bronze Age.

THE CUP
The cup is a p a rticu la rly  fine exam ple ! 
;s type, w hich occurs fa irly  frequen tly  ! 
i crem ation  burials in the  M iddle and 
; Bronze Ages. It is b i-conical in I 
i, w ith  the  usual p a ir  of puzzling 
s in  th e  w all a t  its  g re a te s t diam qter. 
decoration  is elaborate , consisting  of 

ds of triang les incised  'w ith  a  fine 
it. In  every  w ay the  cup is an out- 
iding exam ple of the  Bronze Age 
:ers’ skill, since it adds to its good 
n and  w ell-arranged  decoration a 
i  s tandard  of finish, both  in w are and 
face.
The bronzes found w ith  th e  arrow - 
ds a re  the  bes t ind ication  of date, 
lough, owing to the  conditions of the 
/  in w hich  they  w ere found, they  are 
a very  friab le  and  decom posed con- 
on. The two m ost read ily  recog
able a re  a sim ple chisel and  a flat 
iger, which confirm the belief, based 
other considerations, that the burial 
es to about 3,500 years ago."

ENCLOSING WALL 
lu rin g  the p as t fo rtn ig h t Mr. Grim es 
i h is he lpers have been excavating 
■ mound, w hich is on high ground 
,8ft. above sea level), characteristic  of 
onze Age burials. It, w ith  th ree 
ier m ounds, is in a field belonging to 
; G lam organ County 'Council, and now 
•med by Mr. J . Thom as, of Breach 
rm. These m ounds a re  p a r t  of a 
ich la rg e r  g roup w hich extends over 
» w estern  p a r t of the V ale of G lam or- 
n in  th e  L lan tw it M ajor d istric t. The 
chaeological section of th e  Cardiff 
itu ra lis ts’ Society u ndertook  the  
cavation to 'ob tain  m o re  inform ation

as to th e  inhab itan ts of th a t d is tric t 
during  th e  Bronze Age.

A rarely recorded feature of a wall 
enclosing the mound, about 250ft. in 
circumference, was one of Mr. Grimes's 
first finds and was recorded and illus
trated in the “ Western Mail” of 
October u .
B ut, it  w as no t u n til th is w eek-end 

th a t the rea l trea su re  house of th e  tomb 
w as discovered

The clue to its existence w as provided 
by  a pecu liar clay form ation, ra th e r  like 
an  inverted  pudding basin  w hich  was 
revealed in  the cen tre  of the  barrow  
as the m ain m ound w as dug aw ay 
from  its sides. C areful exam ina
tion  showed that th is  was p a r t  of the 
m ound which had sunk over a p it in  the 
old ground surface.

A THRILLING HOUR 
This clay tum p w as still in , position 

w hen m em bers of the  Cardiff N aturalists ' 
Society, v isited  the excavations on S a tu r
day afternoon. T he m em bers w atched 
Mr. G rim es carefully  dem olish th e  tum p 
w ith pick and shovel, a w ork of about 
an hour. Its  rem oval a t once confirm ed 
the  existence of the  pit, which w as fol
lowed dow nw ards to a depth of 28 inches.

Mr. G rim es hung head dow nw ards 
over the hole, from  the edge of. which, 
■24 inches in diam eter, the  clay crum bled 
aw ay to reveal th a t a  definite circu lar 
excavation had been m ade there. F irs t 
w ith a spade, then w ith  a large trowel, 
then  a sm aller trowel, then  w ith  a pen
knife, and finally w ith  h is finger nails 
he scraped aw ay th e  earth , passing  it 
carefully  through his fingers.

He first found two scattered pieces of 
charcoal, proving that other human 
agendas had been at work in that hole. 
But the real excitement came at a 
depth of about 2ft„ when Mr. Grimes 
startled the peering company by exclaim
ing: “ Look at this! Wood!"

This tu rned  ou t to be the handle p re 
sum ably of a much corroded bronze axe
like artic le  which w as found adjoining 
it, the first trace  of bronze w hich showed 
glowing green against '.lie grey clay.

From  then on discoveries follow ed in 
sw ift and dram atic succession, each one 
received w ith  g rea t excitem ent ,by a ring 
of spectators round the hole. A toffee tin 
w as sent fo r to hold the  finds.

The bronze w as followed rap id ly  by 
the  exciting find of th ree  arrow  heads, 
closely packed as a  packet of m odern

The Pigmy or Incense Cup, which was found in the Breaoh Farm burial mound, 
s one of the finest ever discovered in Wales. A notable feature is the regular, 
inely Inolsed ornament. It Is the work of a potter of 1500 B.C. (Actual size.)

l i ttle  ridge a t  the junction  of the  blade 
an d  the  handle. This ridge w as o f an 
unusual shape.

B y this tim e it  was qu ite  dark, an d  Mr. 
G rim es, ly ing  'prone on th e  w et ground, 
had  been w orking fo r some tim e b y  the 
lig h t of an  electric hand  torch. Before 
he  raised  h im self ou t o f  the hole into 
w hich he h ad  hung fo r  n early  th ree  
hours th e re  w as ju s t tim e to .find a  few 
pieces of bone, m ixed w ith  charcoal, the 
rem ains o f the fu n e ra l pyre, which 
show ed th a t the  rem ains of th a t g reat 
personage of the  early  p a r t of th é  Middle 
B ronze A ge w ere to be found in  the 
bottom  of th e  pit.

W ork w as th en  abandoned fo r  the 
n igh t. T he bones w ere covered w ith  that 
d ay ’s Western M ail and  th e  hole filled in, 
and  Mr. Thomas, th e  fa rm er of th e  land, 
m ounted g u ard  during  th e  night.

THE PIGMY CUP
Mr. G rim es recom m enced excavating 

a t  two o'clock Sunday afternoon, when 
the  m em bers of the N atu ra lis ts’ Society’ 
w ere re in forced  by m any  m em bers of the 
general public, a ttrac ted  by the  lines of 
cars parked  along the  n earb y  lane.

W ork proceeded w ithou t inc iden t for 
some tim e as Mr. G rim es rem oved hand
ful after handfu l of crem ated  bones gnd 

! deposited them  in a  packing case for 
| fu rth e r  exam ination  by an anatom ist, 

w ho w ill decide the age and sex o f the 
dead person.

The thrill df the afternoon, almost 
when Mr. Grimes had given up 
expecting any more finds other than 
bones, came when ha dug out the 
pottery incense, or pigmy oup, which 
was found on its side against the side 
of the pit.
F u rth e r  w ork  ended the  exhum ation 

'■ of the bones a t a dep th  of 28 inches 
from  the Bronze Age ground surface, 
and the resu lting  m ate ria l available  .for 
fu rth e r  exam ination am ounted to about 
two bucketsfu l of bones, am ong w hich 
could be traced  pieces of skull of “ the 
round-headed  m an w hd m ade the round 
barrow s."

OLD BURIAL CUSTOMS
■ Discussing the finds, Mr. G rim es gave 

me the follow ing sta tem en t: —
“The character of a site like th a t  at. 

B reach F a rm  can only be properly  
understood w ith some sort of knowledge 
of the bu ria l custom s follow ed by man 
in the prehistoric period.

" The rea l beginnings of well-defined 
burial custom s belong to the New Stone 
Age or N eolithic period, w hich dates 
from  about 2500 to 2000 B.C. and  was 
the time of the g rea t cham bered tom bs 
which th roughout W ales a re  commonly- 
known as cromlechs.

" It was a  belief in the past th a t these 
g rea t stone m onum ents w ere connected 
w ith the D ruids, b u t m odern archaeolo
gists have d iscarded this, and excavation 
of a  num ber of them  has show n quite 
clearly  th a t they w ere com m unal burial 
places used like a m odern b u ria l-vau lt 
over a period of m any years.

“ The people who bu ilt these tom bs— 
they w ere also the first to in troduce a 
knowledge of agricu ltu re  and stock 
breeding into this country—se ttled  in 
W hat is now G lam organ. We have 
exam ples of th e ir  m onum ents at 
Tythegston, n ear Porthcaw l. and 
especially a t  St. Nicholas, near Cardiff.

NEWCOMERS
“ At the beginning of the Bronze Age. 

about 2000 B.C., these people were
succeeded by new com ers who introduced 
an  entirely  different type of burial. They 
cam e from  Holland and  the Rhineland, 
and  instead  of bury ing  .th e ir dead in 
m egalithic' tom bs they buried  them 
separately.

“ N orm ally the body w as b u ried  on 
its side in  a crouchcd-up position with 
arm s folded and the knees alm ost touch
ing the chin. It was protected  by slabs 
form ing a rough coffin o r cist or some- 

Continued In next column

Continued from preceding column
tim es, w as m erely  enclosed roughly u 
stones. I t fw as then  covered w ith  a  rot 
m ound and the  m ound becam e the visi 
b u ria l m onum ert. Fuch m ounds m ay : 
be seen th roughout th e  Vale of Glam 
gan. Once bu ilt they  seem  t6  h; 
acqu ired  a  sacred ch a rac te r and w 
frequen tly  used fo r o ther bu ria ls wh 
w ere  placed in  th e  body of the rhou

“ Thè E arly  Bronze Age invaders j 
m entioned prac tised  th e  inhum ation i 
o f burial, and when th ey  w ere  absorl 
in  the already existing native  populat 
th a t r i te  died out and was replaced 
crem ation.

“ The b u rn t bones w ere th en  gathe 
together and buried  in a p it o r in a  p 
te ry  urn . B ut th roughout th e  w hole 
the  Bronze Age the round m ound p 
sisted as the  norm al m onum ent. So ti 
we find both inhum ation an d  cremati 
b u ria ls in  a m onum ent of th is  type.

.“ Many of these m ounds have bi 
dug into in the past, but rare ly  ui 
recen t years has sufficient atten tion  be 
given to the rnound itself. E arlier ex 
vators w ere too often .content to look 
the  burial which experience taught th 
to expect a t  the centre and much va 
able evidence has been lost, because 
th e ir  indifference to any th ing  else.

" The Breach m ound is a good instai 
of the elaborate form  which such mom 
pertake when raised  over a  person 
g rea t eminence in his day. At an ea 
stage in the excavation, w hich was beg 
a fo rtn ight ago, it was found th a t 
m onum ent was defined by a ringw ork 
stone. 81ft. in d iam eter, w hich had b( 
laid to m ark the lim it Of a mound 
rlav. the presen t height of which, abi 
the old ground level, is about threc-ai 
o-half feet.

" The ringw ork is well defined on 
ou ter face, having been bu ilt of lai 
blocks of local lim estone. Inside this, 
a w idth of about 5fi., a skin of st< 
covered the surface of the clay mom 
thus showing th a t the ringw ork v 
bu ilt after the  m ound was in place. 1 
clay mound itself had been built in t 
layers of brown and grey clay, resp 
lively.

" As v a s  expected, the prim ary bur 
for which the m ound was erected v 
found almost exactly a t the centre."
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