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Progress for Wales,

14,000 drivers will use the
21-mile new by-pass daily

By CHRISTOPHER YORATH

T IFE for the inhabitants of Cowbridge, one of the oldest and

smallest boroughs in Britain, will undergo a remarkable trans-
formation today. It will be a change from the humdrum noise of a
continuous stream of traffic day and night to a delightful place of
peace and quiet in the tranquil Vale of Glamorgan.

Business expansion

in South Wales

will benefit by

today’s opening

of the by-pass

For today marks the
opening of the magnifi-
cent new Cowbridge by-
pass road, constructed In
record time by McAlpine
& Sons (South Wales) Ltd.

The by-pass opens to
traffic eight weeks ahead
of schedule.

And the people of Cow-
bridge, with the thousands
of motorists who daily use
the one road through the
town, will be delighted
with the news.

| have watched the skil-
ful construction of this
two-and-a-half-mile stretch
of dual carriageway, since
excavation  first ~ began,
and | have no hesitation
in saying that those en-
gaged In the project have
worked with enthusiasm—
despite atrocious weather
conditions and the ever-

MAIN HAULAGE
CONTRACTOR

TO SIR ROBERT MCcALPINE & SONS LTD.

FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF

COWBRIDGE BY-PASS

FLEET OF TIPPERS AVAILABLE FOR
LOCAL WORK. DAILY TRUNK SERVICES
TO LONDON, MIDLANDS & NEWCASTLE.

S. PROTHEROE & SON LTD.

1 VICTORIA AVENUE, PORTHCAWL
TEL. PORTHCAWL 2188/9; NEWPORT 63212

CHOSEN FOR
RELIABILITY!

LIFTING BLOCKS

used on the Cowbridge By-Pass for
the movement of seventy-five ton
concrete beams were supplied

by LOVERIDGE.

constant presence of
lorries and cars at both
ends of the by-pass.

The A48 trunk road from
east to west across indus-
trial South Wales closely
follows the old Roman
road (Via Julia Maritima),
and at Cowbridge It
traverses about a mile of
straggling village street
across the Thaw Valley.

Vital artery

~ Access from east and west
is down steep, wmdlng in-
clines, and the route daily
carries an average flow of
about 14,000 vehicles. In-
cluding a large percentage
of heavy industrial traffic.

The by-pass line was
located and protected by
Order before the last war,
but funds have only now
been found to permit its
construction.

Cowbridge Town, to-
gether with two steep
hills, are being by-passed
to the north by means of
a diversion of "about two-
and-a-half miles and con-
nected to the existing
trunk road by separated
junctions and with no
intermediate connections.
~ The new route will be
in_ rock puttmg down
Primrose Hill and Darren
Hill, and across the Thaw
Valley the new road will
be on embankment vary-
ing from 10 to 20 feet in
height for about 2,000 feet.

For the adjacent 1,500
feet of its length it will
be carried on a viaduct,
crossing the River Thaw,
a branch railway, the
%r_ounds of the Cowbridge

irls’ Grammar  School,
and the Cowbridge—Lian-
trisant road at a height
varying between 20 and 45
feet above ground level.

The scheme has pro-
vided for the construction

A 4-page
feature

v §

Loveridge Blocks in use on
the viaduct construction

Ek

LOVERIDGE LIMITED

151-153 BUTE STREET, CARDIFF.

Tel. CARDIFF 23641 (5 Lines). Crams: Justice, Cardiff. Telex 49461

peace for

Curving away from picturesque Cowbridge, the by-pass

has 24ft. dual carriageways and is designed for a maxi-

mum speed of 70 m.p.h. It has a 1,500ft. viaduct which

passes over the grounds

of Cowbridge Girls' High

School and the Cowbridge— Llantrisant road.

of dual 24ft. carriageways
with  acceleration  and
deceleration lanes where
the slip roads join at the
eastern and western ex-
tremities of the project.
The slip roads are 24 feet
wide, and the design speed
is 70 miles an hour.

The total bulk excava-
tion involved is estimated

at 350,000 cubic yards, and
from a survey it was com-
puted that there would be
120,000 cubic yards of
solid rock. According to
H.M. Geological Survey,
the rocks which lie near
the surface comprise car-
boniferous limestone and
old red sandstone.

School
sadly disrupted

JHE girls of Cowbridge High School put

life was

their thoughts into verse on the topic of the
enew try-pass. Thss was Wrfc CorftricMWVWE W

Hilary Davies in the school magazine:
"THE BIRTH OF THE COWBRIDCE BY-PASS”

Thundering tractors rumbling down the hillside,

Scettering mud in the valley below,
Delving deep in the fields we once played In,

Creating the Cowbridge By-Pass.

Schoolgirls trudge cold from building to building,
Splashed, as they hurry, by teachers in cars.

Late and cold they arrive in their classrooms,
Cursing the Cowbridge By-Pass.

Suddenly ’midst the noise of the tractors,
Deafening explosion of dynamite roars.
Disturbing peace and ahattering windows,
Creating tbs Cowbridge By-Past.

But, in the not-too-distant days to corns,
Townsfolk, free from heavy lurching Jerries,
In a peaceful and quiet street will live,
Blateing the Cowbridge By-Pass.

The Cowbridge By-pass & Viaduct

Bl ' II T BY and completed EIGHT weeks AHEAD OF SCHEDULE!

MALPINE

A deck is carried by 150 pre-stressed,

each weighed about 76

span Viaduct.

Cowbridge!

SOUTH WALES
suppliers of

GK.60 High Tensile
Deformed Bars
and Mild Steel Reinforcing
Bars for the new

COWBRIDGE
BY-PASS

and for important projects throughout the
world—take pride in their association with the
construction of this modern highway.

Mild Steel plain and GK60 High Tensile Deformed Reinforcing Bars, cut
to length, bent, shaped and hooked to scheduled requirements.

Guest Keen ft Nettlefolds (South Wales) Ltd., Castle Works, Cardiff
Tel: Cardiff (OCA2) 33033. Telegrams: Nettlefold, Cardiff, Telex: 49-316

precast concrete beams

together form the 15

McALPINE resources and MeALWNE resourcefulness aiding Wales's roadworks programme

SIR ROBERT MCALPINE & SONS (SOUTH WALES) LTD. Civil Engineering & Building Contractors Llantarnam Hall, Malpas, Newport, Mon. Tel. 51333
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COWBRIDGE

You'll enjoy SHOPPING in this delightful market town,

free of parking problems, and situated

of Glamorgan.

in the beautiful Vale

YOU,” enjoy LlVlNG in the ancient Borough of Cowbridge,

only 12 miles from Cardiff and seven miles from

Bridgend. For generations,

focal seat of education, and

excellent educational

* For further details please write

facilities.

to Town

Cowbridge has been a

is justly proud of its

Clerk, Cowbridge.

EXCELLENT SHOPPING FACILITIES
AVAILABLE

TOP QUALITY GOODS AND PERSONAL ATTENTION

HERBERT R. THOMAS, SON

Cr EDWARDS

Chartered Auctioneers, Estate Agents & Valuers,
59 HICH STREET. Tel. 2911/2.

R. S. BIRD LIMITED

COWBRIDCE.  Tel. Cowbridge 2001.

South Wales leading specialists in the Sales and
Service of Motor Mowers, Rotary Cultivators, Chain
Saws.

IVOR TREHARNE LTD.
Agricultural Merchants.
Tel.: 2349

ROBERT THOMAS (Cowbridge)

LTD.
Quality Building Work
5 WESTCATE STREET. Tel. 2272

JONES BROS.

Builders' Merchants & Ironmongers,
73 EASTCATE STREET. Tel. 2340

ROBERTS’
Licensed Delicatessen. American, Continental and
Oriental  High-class  Groceries.  English and
Continental Cheese specialists. Daily Deliveries to
all parts.
40/42 HICH STREET. Tel. 2387
TILLEY’S
Ladies’ — Gent’s — Children’s Outfitters —

Furnishers — General Drapers.
Agents for Bollom and johnsons.
57 HICH STREET. el. 2314

W. HARRISON

e Electrical Contractors
* Well Stocked Ornamental Gifts Showroom
28 HICH STREET. Tel.: 2476

SANDERS

Branded Footwear Specialists
29 HICH STREET Tel.: 2471

SORRENTO (FURNISHERS)

67 HICH STREET.
Wide range of Pottery, China and Glass.
Tel.: 2807

FRANK SANDERS (Cowbridge)

LTD.

BRIDCE CARACE, HICH STREET.
Sales — Service — Repairs.

Open 8 a.m. — 7 p.m. Seven days.
Tel.: 2224

F. WADHAM

Family Grocers who specialise in bacon, cheese
and cold meats. a

27 EASTCATE STREET. Tels 2572

Free Delivery.

TALBOTS

For Ladies' Separates and Dresses. Slimma Slacks
and Skirts, jumpers by Wolsey, Twomax and
Morley. Babies' and Children's Wear. Men’s
accessories.

17 HICH STREET

THE BEAR HOTEL

Mine Hosts: Mr. & Mrs. G. F. Wallis-johnson
HICH STREET

Dinners served every evening. Parties catered for.
Tel.: 2215

THE HORSE & GROOM HOTEL

éc. McNeil, Prop.) . .
ooked Lunches. "~ Snacks. Parties and Weddings
catered for.

HICH STREET. Tel.: 2253

THE MILK BAR

22 HICH STREET. Tel.: 2668
Morning Coffee, Lunches, Teas and Snacks.
Open Seven Days a Week.

W. G. DAVIES

Newsagents. Confectionery.
38 HICH STREET. Tel.: 2801
Toys, Greeting Cards.

L. P. & D. SINKINS

Newsagent, Tobacconist and Stationer,
26 HICH STREET. Tel.: 2734

THE
SOUTHGATE RESTAURANT

Visit our new Dining Room at

41 HICH STREET. Tel. 2791.

For Morning Coffee, Luncheon, Teas, Snacks, etc.
Open Seven Days a Week.

Also Confectioners and Tobacconists.

K. A. & M. E. GEORGE

High Class Tailors and Outfitters
18 HICH STREET. Tel. 2510

NANETTE (Ann Davies)

Woolshop and Fancy Goods
52 HICH STREET. Tel.: 2464

COWBRIDGE CHAMBER OF TRADE

ENJOY SHOPPING & LIVING

IN CONBRDGE
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A new landmark takes shape

Lifting 75-ton beams into position as the viaduct changed the face of the Vale was a delicate operation. A rail

track and travelling gantry were skilfully employed. The by-pass is costing around £1,400,000.

Viaduct and three bridges

XTfORK on the Cowbridge
by-pass was started In
October 1963, when an
“army ” of workmen In-
vaded the little borough
(writes Chris Yorath).
Peeling among the resi-
dents of Cowbridge was of

immense relief "that at
long last the pre-war
plans of Glamorgan

ounty Council were to be
Implemented.

Cowbridge. walled for
defence ~ against  the
marauding English since
the 13th

centurY, ex-
tremel?/ proud of lIts 700-
year-old grammar school,
and one of the leading
market towns In the
county, had watched with
deep concern the Increase
In commercial and holi-
day traffic since the last
war. Then the go-ahead
was Anally given, and the
great protjﬁct put under
n

way | e autumn of

lg Some ’trespassing”
ow  the cleverly-

pnned new by-pass is

ippen for the convenience

~millions of wvehicles
which will travel along
the main route from East
to West Wales In years to
come

*jin addition to the Anely-

built viaduct three bridges
had to be constructed—
the West bridge, carrying
the dual carriageway over
an underpass slip road,

the Eastern overslip
bridge, which permits
east-bound traffic from

Cowbridge to join the cor-
rect carriageway without
interfering with  the main
west-bound Aow, and the
Aberthin Lane bridge to
accommodate a country
lane which intersects the
new road.

Flexible guardrails

There were embarrass-
ments for the contractors,
among them trespassing
cows and sheep. There
was also the complication
that although the perma-
nent boundary fence was
to contain the livestock, it
was necessary to remove
lengths of existing hedges
to obtain a line of sight
to establish the by-pass
centre line.

Caterpillar  motor
scrapers worked across
the valley excavating the
main cutting and forming
the main ~ embankment.
Rock was found at a
higher level than Indi-
cated and blasting was
necessary.

Piling In the bridgework

was completed by July
9%4. The viaduct, the
main feature of the by-
pass. consists of 14 spans
of about 102 feet each,
and a closmgospan at the
east end of 60 and 40 feet
on the north and south
carriageways respectively.
A four-feet gap down the
centre separates the car-
riageway, and is protected
by “Aexible guardrails and
parapets.

Included In the work
was the erection of 140
re - stressed  concrete
eams _ each  weighing
about 74 tons and the
record number of beams
placed In position In one
day was four. The viaduct
was completed In 60 weeks
from the termination of

piling.
Special bridge

During the construction
a large amount of GPO
work had to be done
including the re-routing of
the main South ales
trunk line and television
cable.

other aspects of the
work Include the 400 feet
by 20 feet high retaining
wall In  mass concrete
faced with natural stone;
the cutting of nearly two
miles of drainage trench

suppliers to

in solid rock and clay-
fissured rock, and 12 miles
of kerb laying.

To place the viaduct
beams in position the con-

tractors used a special
purpose  Bailey rldge
structure  designed %

Thomas Storey Ltd., and
Sir Robert McAlpine and
Sons.

Smooth operation

The Bailey beam placing
ggntr?/ was originally made
eet long and later
extended to 260 feet. To
this was added a 20 foot
long launching nose and a
15-tfoot long tailpiece to
cater for the placing of the
beams on the outside of
the viaduct curve. The all-
up weight of the unit with
its two winches is about
95 tons.

The beams travelled
from the nearby McAlpine
casting yard on a rail
bogie running beneath the
viaduct. The Bailey gantry,
ﬁosmoned directly “above,

oisted each beam by
means of wire ropes con-
trolled by two winches
mounted ~on a special
frame which travelled
along the top chords of the
Bailey panel. Each winch
was Atted with a 10-ton

To next page

COWBRIDGE BYPASS CONTRACT

concrete

High Strength Truck-Mixed
In the Viaduct Beams
also Concreting Sand, Aggregate
& Pre-Cast Concrete Products

F. BOWLES & SONS LTD ' AVONDALE RD « CARDIFF « TEL. 25066
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Down the hillside they come,
Creat yellow monsters.
Devouring the virgin earth,
Plucking it bare;

Belching choking smoke.
Polluting the air.

Trampling on smaller things
—Trivial things.

Clanking cumbersome machines.
Cantankerous implements.
Churning up the soil.

Oozing glorious mud.

Creating great gaping gorges.
Devastating the country,
Constructing a new highway,

A new by-pass.

By-passing human suffering.
The cares of life.

These coughing, spluttering machines.
Croaking along.

Shatter the studious silence of school.
Oh for some respite.

Nowhere can we escape.

No oasis of calm;

No sanctuary, no peace.

Turmoil.

But still they roll over the hill.
Lumbering, prehistoric monsters.
These guttural, grunting machines,
Carrying mud.
Making the road slushy and slippery.
Don’t we care about the debris.
The destruction?
Why don’t we cry out against these invaders?
Protest?
Why do we countenance this destruction?
This devastation?
Why do we allow this rape?
FOR PROCRESS,

CILLIAN PERCY,

Cowbridge Girls’ Grammar School.

Mr*

The 14-span viaduct is made safer by the flexible guard-
rails in the centre. Taken last month at the Aberthin
Lane crossing.

Vast scale

From previous page

capacity diesel - driven
torque “converter supplied
by Henry Sykes Ltd.

With a concrete beam
secured within its frame-
work the beam placing
gantry was moved laterally
across the “T” heads of
the viaduct by means of
three  Trewhella hand
crabs to its exact emplace-
ment position and then
lowered on to the “T”
heads.

For the first and last
spans where back launch-
ing and front launching
was necessary the concrete
beams travelled through
the gantry on carriages
powered by a separate 10-
ton diesel torque converter.

Time factor

The use of this beam
placing gantry, allied with
the close proximity of the
casting vyard, has done
much to ‘ensure the com-
pletion of the contract
within the scheduled time.

Other interesting figures
attributed to the efficient
work of Messrs. McAlpine
are that 350,000 -cubic
yards of earth were
removed; 1500 tons of

steel reinforcements sup,
plied, and 50,000 cubic
yards of concrete poured, j

I must point out that
the people of Cowbridge
have patiently borne the
inevitable  inconvenience
which the project has en-
tailed over the past two
years.

Real teamwork

But, like the men
engaged on the work, they
have realised it was some*
thing that just had to be
done and "everyone has
been  co-operative and
helpful.

Now, peace and quiet
have at long last, settled
on the ancient Borough of
Cowbridge, with the busy
traffic of the 20th century
gliding by on its outskirts

| pay tribute to those
main?/_ responsible ~ for
completing the project in
record time.

They Include, Mr. K. J.
Henderson (site a ent&;
Mr. T. Farrell (c\]/vor S
manager); Mr. C. Syrett
(plant manager); and on
the County Council side,
Mr. E. John Powell (county
surveyor), and Mr. W. A
Toolev (resident engineer)-

BIG CONSTRUCTION JOBS NEED THE RIGHT
MATERIALS...HOBBS SUPPLY THEM...FAST7

« TAR AND BITUMEN MACADAM * TRANSMIX CONCRETE
* ROAD STONE AND METALLING <+« CONCRETE AGGREGATES

SOUTH WALES AREA COMPRISING

QUARRY OWNERS & CONTRACTORS

SOUTH WALES OFFICES

CAMBRIA HOUSE, WYNDHAM ST.

BRIDGEND.

TEL. 3957/8/9 (3 lines)
QUARRIES AND DEPOTS

STORMY DOWN

TEL. KENFIG HILL 771/2/3

BLAENCWYNLAIS

TEL. CAERPHILLY 2678/9

PANT, ST. BRIDES MAJOR

TEL. BRIDGEND 3807

PONTYCLUN

TEL 262
NEATH DEPOT

TEL. NEATH 2204
PENWYLLT, SWANSEA

TEL. ABERCRAVE 681/2

Specialists in the laying of Hot Rolled Asphalt
and Bituminous Macadam.

Also Specialists in SITE PREPARATION and
Finishing, Kerbing and Drainage, and all
types of Road Foundations.

Contractors to local authorities, civil engineers
and builders throughout South Wales.

Sub-Contractor to Sir Robert McAlpine,
Cowbridge By-Pass

CONSTRUCTION COY LTD

CONSTRUCTION) C,y LTD.

ONYREFAIL, GLAM. « TEL. 472

11
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Acclident saga IS over

incorporating in South Wales

Penmaenmawr & Welsh Granite Co. Ltd

D. Davies & Sons (Dinas) Ltd OWBRIDGE nestles In

a_hollow scooped out
Ewenny Quarries Ltd. ~ of the surrgundin By CHRIS
hills In the Vale 0
SUPPLIERS TO COWBRIDCE BY PASS Glamorgan. . Its ~ Olde journeys. The Bear Hotel

Worlde “exterior of peace

used to be a coaching

and charm, however, came  house, the stage between
close to being destroyed  Carditf and Pyle. Cow-
LEAN MIX CONCRETE by the - ceaseless flow of  pridge could "become  a
traffic, Including a_vast ‘“stage” town again, bein
number of _heavY lorries. a pleasant and  qui€

DENSE BITMAC BASE Just sifting 1n. a pub,  yetreat.”
the sound of traffic rever- There are. however. more
berates ceaselessl)é through  ressing * problems  beyond
HOT ROLLED ASPHALT the room, through you. mere noise that have been
But the newly-opened affecting Cowbridge. There

Empire House, 64 St. Mary Street, Cardiff by-pass. should solve this  have recently been-a distress-

gistressing  problem. . As N0 IR Clorries crash:
BATH & PORTLAND CROUP %Il?grm?f and &_Ma%\é‘/%r} ing int0 houses as a result
C )[/) Idon Id ; ¥C of brake failures. Last Sep-
owbrldge, told mel “Cow-  tember ~alone there were
bridge can now cater for three accidents in a week,
tourists making overnight  while, in October, a lorry

Wherever prestressing wire or strand is used in associate structures for New

Motorways, Nuclear Power Stations and Factory made products, Somerset

“Stabilized” material is often preferred due to its many quality advantages.

Sir Robert McAlpine Ltd. requiring a quality material selected “Stailized”
wire and strand.

PENGAM MOORS, CARDIFF.

Telephone Cardiff 37485 (7 lines)

SHERIDAN

_ "Heavy_lorries, particularly
in the rain, are_ a tremendous
worry,” Mrs. Tilley told me.
"That night, after the lorry
came In" the front, a car
crashed on the opposite side
of the road. I thought | was
havmrg| a nightmare, but it
was the real thing.
“But_this will be rectified.
Cowbridge will be a pleasant
place again, . pleasin to
people. e Civic Trust will
: plan the town to make it as
attractive as possible, con-
venient for the bus people,
Lt who should benefit ‘exten-
| sively. and all concerned.”

I Roaring giants

~_According_to the Buchanan
i Report on Traffic in Towns
i the  highways were not
originally built for vehicles
at, all, SO long .as most roads
;in Britain are’little more than
third - rate, then _ the
, future of towns and villages
like Cowbridge will _continue
to be in danger. Cowbridge
iIs not "lucky” to have a b_Y-
ass built around it. while
owns like Cardiff go without
the. "quurP(”: unnecessary'
accidents, [like those last
September and October have
made it a necessity.
. JAnd, as Mrs. Tilley put .it
i "The character of Yelke ! ol
Town will be brought out. The
older people especially will be
lad that the roar of heav
ehicles passing throu_ﬂh th)l
e

o—their fears wi
Rliminated.”

But their fears are cer-
tainly no exaggeration. A
Istretch of road skirting the

Mason’s Arms” posSesses
fno pavement at ail. “On

.Market Day,” continued Mrs.
«Tilley, “thé cars queue right
«along the length of the main
«street and make it worse for
{the pedestrians.”  Professor
Ipuchanan has been at pains
to emphasise that pedestrian
(space 1s a_mark of a civilised
urban society.

Better parking

. Mrs. Tilley has travelled
extensively in Europe, but she
says, “1” have never come
Across any place like this, not
even in "France or Switzer-
land.”

*The other important con-
venience that the by-pass will
provide _concerns “the _ease
with which shoppers will be
able to park, until the by-
pass was opened there  was
no parking at all, on either
side of the main street be-
tween the traffic lights on the
Cardiff side and the “Duke”
Hotel.

The landlord of the “Duke,”
Mr. Robert Jennings, told me,
“The by-pass will definitely
be an improvement.”

. His 600-year-old coaching
inn has a “long tradition In
refreshing travel-weary travel-
lers. “But,” said Mr. Jennings,
"at the moment you cant
break the line of “traffic or
park anywhere. The by-pass
won’t be detrimental to us:
those who want to come into
Cowbridge will come. This
happened in Stamford, and
they’ve built two new pubs

Wir.nisee nnonorl 1

ABERTHAW & BRISTOL GHANNEL
PORTLAND CEVENT GOVPANY LD,

Sole Sales Agents;

T. Beynon & Company Ld

BEYNON HOUSE, MOUNT STUART SQUARE, CARDIFF

Telephone: 29431

Grams: Beynon, Cardiff.

In traffic-hit town

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL &
STORAGE FACILITIES

within 1Jr miles of A40 MAIN ROAD
(COWBRIDCE BY-PASS)

Cardiff 12 miles Bridgend 8 miles

EASY ACCESS TO SOUTH WALES INDUSTRIAL
CENTRES

EHC INDLBIRAL AROARIIES

are developing 40 acres
in addition to existing units

FACTORIES DESIGNED TO
INDIVIDUAL SPECIFICATIONS
MAIN ELECTRICITY 6* WATER
PRIVATE SEWERAGE SYSTEM

All enquiries to the agents

scon & BLOCK & WEBBS

Chartered Auctioneers, Estate Agents & Valuers

38 STOW HILL, NEWPORT, MON.
Telephone 65341/2
15 CEORCE ST,, PONTYPOOL. Tel.: 3549

Pouring concrete into the Also at:
final set of T-heads during S
the building of the viaduct.

sometimes.” The road was
unlikely to affect the refresh-
ment frade of many-tavemed
Cowbridge because,, he said,
“On many occasions there is
congestion and the temptation
to go through while the going
is good is too strong.
“What difference is it 90|ng
to make ? Two minutes 7 And
after that I'm back on the
road again. | think it will
have a great effect from the
business “point of view."

Again, the road is unlikely
to Dbe detrimental to other
traders—the amount of trade
from the average passer-
through is not too great any-
wa f anything, tne traders

WAREHOUSING &
WiIY'geInera y benefit, because DI ST R I B U T I O N
there” will be more room_for

g i SOH WALES AFADALY

one man told me, ™' because
there is a large volume of
traffic for the Gower Coast,
Porthcawl,  Southerndown,
Llantwit Major and Ogmore.”

Trade benefits

The parkin% problems, to
the bengfit of the traders, will
be rectified. Mrs. Tilley to

me: ""They will be able to
Ignore the” present signs and
P_ark where and when the
ike. The town, in short, will
be very much improved: like
Bridgend, there will be plenty

LLANDOW ESTATE

MECHANICAL HANDLING FACILITIES.
SPECIALISTS IN

THE GROCERY AND CHEMISTS*
Tel. Cowbridge 2840

TRADE

of room for parking and
shopping.
Furthermore, the towns-

people will at last be able to
sleep at night. Several people
told me they had been “driven
round the bend” by the cease-

less roar—day and night—of
the diesel engines passing
through.

Cowbridge will now be a
leasant little break between
ardiff and Bridgend Instead
of a tedious centre of con-
estion for_ motorists. The
eavy lorries = from _ Mil-
ford "Haven and Port Talbot
will skirt the town without
danger to the people of Cow-
bridge from brake-failures and
fumes. The patience with
which the people have borne
their traffic problems has at
last been rewarded, and tran-
quillity can descend upon the
town again. A three year saga
of accidents will serve to stifle
any criticism directed at a

town desiring to return to the
peace that years’ history
deserves.

The latest design
with
A precarious perch. His TOp Efficiency
vantage point is one of
the 75-ton beams cast
on site. A Loveridge Ltd.
picture by permission of
McAlpine’s.

DOMESTIC & TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOMED.
Tel.: Cowbridge 2836.

for supplies of

AGGREGATES and SAND
COATED STONE OF ALL TYPES
PRECAST CONCRETE PRODUCTS

Area Office:

HENDRY QUARRY, PONTYCLUN, CLAM. Tel.: Pontydun 240

A A S i HS



Friday, October 1,

History

1965

Is M

Cowbridge

£1,500,000 By-Pass Opened

a which
JUST before eleven o'dock on Monday morning 'IlrWnPun oﬁhe |nPerna e the

a small motorcade drove from Stalling Down egll% ndle Sstreams
to the top of Darren Hill. Cowbridge, and made(of ﬁom@s clatter their

history--for the
Cowbridge by-pass.

It Wis the

for a thousan
years at  travelf

from CardifT to West
Wales did not have to

travel through the
Borough on their
Journey.

The Romans marching along
the Via Julia Maritima passed
through what later became
Cowbridge, but they took the
direct route—now referred to
by local inhabitants as the Old
Roman Road, which goes in a
straight line from the Flam-
ingo Cafe, over the (oﬁ of the
common, and down the steep
slope to join the present road
half-way along Primrose Hill.

For 17 centuries travellers
followed the straight path cut
by the Romans, and It 'was not
until the eighteenth century,
whet) the steep descent from
the downs into Cowbridge be-
came too much lor the Royal
Mail ,'tage coaches, that chain
gangs of convicts from the
House of Correction at Cow-
bridge were marched out to

chl the riew road around lhe

I'OR STAGE COACH

road they used was the

A small

-

w road by !hEI oﬁlclals

re%ponslblef its slru&tlon

senior police officers.

McNeil drove his car alone
f the dual carriage-

ay on its arrival at
Dalren H|II turned around and
returned along the other half

e W, rriageway to Primrose

The journey was the signal
for ‘workmen to remove the
bollards and notices which pro-
hibited the entry of vehicles on
the by-pass” and soon tl
!rafflc was sPeedlng along the

2 ahss sav-
u o uarter-of-an-hour
lﬂg gk} gurney thvoug?\ lﬁe
town.

3
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E

OBSERVER, LEADER & FREE PRESS

ade In

sthefter of lhe cumng lo !he

open bridge might "have a
dangerous effect on the unwary
(motorist travelling at speed.

TRANQUILITY

givel

eace and tran qui

new JAfowm w M "c""al"as
group of people Lped along its main street.
ISt TR ofs e o e

+ OF m%comed At the CarglfNCN )
ney

V\ﬂaycr aﬁeelpiworhaqtiv%%r%fmeg

the  openin

he opening cererr]an peope

stran(?e_ abou:

denjy it s rpall»rd I

town was quiet, so quiet. In

fact, that | later saw iwo men

tandln? in the middle of High

Street alklng. a_thing which
ours before would

ulck ave been f
a uy% o%ndge WI||
ever eturn o the era to which
lhe Tlate
Thomas
for wi was & |
was played in the main
Perhaps lhose ud Iy a;h
W s pethaps
Lf%)e om?n Tutien PR ey
a couple of
mlnules in the middle of the
road and not cause a fraffic

WORRIED jam back as far as Bonvilston,
NY HUGHES
travel at exlremely high speeds H
in safety n fact, unless a close (m
watch k t on the speed <1
motorists  Will

ometer.
themselves travelling far faster

=

especlallyy alon9 the long_ de-
cent, Wh avellmg from
Cardiff to tlie W

At one slretch I ht I

(hou
was lravellln

an h
j Iooked at my speedomeler lo
it was touching 80"

see that

n’&h
any people are worried

P
That road, H¥RdHe [sf&)w&ahouahw@no?(ﬁ% Righn wings

aIIy for the stage coach, served

wav was opened t
i Monday mommg

haVe on cavs

travelling  at
The Ion

run down’ over

if
IP

they are accustomed to. r|

i
1

culting, .



