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G o w b r id g e

B y - P a s s :  N o t  M u c h  

L o n g e r  T o  W a i t

TH E  ta sk  o f  con stru ctin g : th e  C ow b rid ge  b y -p a ss  ro a d  m a y  
s ta r t  so o n , fo r  th is  w eek  i t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  te n d er s  

w ere to  be  in v ite d  fo r  th e  job .
T he by-pass, w hich  will cost 

£1,300,000 will ru n  to  th e  n o r th  
of th e  tow n. At th e  Cardiff end 
th e  new road will jo in  th e  A48 
tru n k  road  a t  a p o in t n ear th e  
roadhouse cafe on  S ta llin g  Down 
a n d  w ill ru n  dow n th e  Slade 
an d  be carried  on a  v iad u c t to 
a p o in t n ear M ount P lea san t 
Farm . It- will s k irt th e  Cowbridge 
A th le tic  G round  and  th e n  re
jo in  th e  A48 a t  th e  foo t of 
D arren  Hill.

T he  an n o u n cem en t regard ing  
th e  te n d e rs  was m ade by Mr E. 
Jo h n  Powell, th e  G lam organ 
C ounty  Surveyor, who said th a t  
h is d ep a r tm e n t were expecting  
a  le tte r  from  th e  M in istry  of 
T ran sp o rt a u t h o r i s i n g  th e  
C ounty  to  seek ten d ers  for th e  
work w h ich  shou ld  begin  by 
m id-sum m er.

T he an n o u n ce m e n t m eans 
th a t  m any  years of specu la tion  
a b o u t th e  Cowbridge by-pass 
will be ended, for re s iden ts  of 
th e  B orough have been  w onder- 
no- w hen  th e  schem e, first 

m ooted  before th e  war, w ould 
come about.-

DIVIDED OPINIONS
Probab ly  th e  firs t in c lin a tio n  

of any  real move in  th e  m a tte r  
was given to  m em bers of Cow
bridge B orough C ouncil w hen 
th ey  m e t th e  rep resen ta tiv e  of 
th e  M inistry  of T ran sp o rt w ho 
had  come t o  Cowbridge to  d is
cuss th e  proposed in s ta lla tio n  of 
a tru n k  road  lig h tin g  system  
in  th e  B orough. A t t h a t  m eet
in g s  it- rwas in tim a te d  th a t  th e

M inistry  were considering  th e  
c o n stru c tio n  of a  by-pass an d  - 
a lth o u g h  no  d a te  was given th e  
official le f t n o  d o u b t in  th e  
m in d s  of th e  people p resen t 
th a t  th e  s ta r t  w ould  n o t be 
long delayed.

T he first in tim a tio n  th a t  
m em bers of th e  pub lic  had  of 
th e  news was in  th e  colum ns , 
of th is  new spaper.

W hen th e  news was released 
trad esm en  of th e  tow n were 
d ivided in to  tw o schools of 
th o u g h t. Some considered th a t  
th e  by-pass w ould kill tra d e  and  
o th e rs  were equally  surq  t h a t  th e  
new road w ould be th e  m aking  
of th e  tow n.

However, th e re  is no d o u b t 
t h a t  th e  o rd ina ry  househo lders  ; 
in  th e  tow n, especially those 
living a longside th e  m a in  road, 
will welcom e th e  by-pass, for 
th e  road—orig inally  designed to 
carry  n o th in g  g rea te r th a n  
horses a n d  carts, a n d  th e  occa
sional stage-coach, now  carries 
one of th e  heav iest volum es of 
traffic in  th e  coun try .

133 YEARS AGO
I t  is in te re s tin g  to  rem em ber 

t h a t  th e  la s t m ajo r w ork done 
to  a llev ia te  a traffic problem  in  
Cowbridge w as in  1830. w hen 
th e  Cowbridge C orporation  de
cided to  p u ll dow n th e  existing 
g u ildha ll—w hich  was in  th e  
cen tre  of th e  m a in  road  bv th e  
D uke of W ellington  H otel—as 
th e  Royal Mail coaches had 
difficulty in  n eg o tia tin g  th e  
narrow  road alongside th e  Hall.


