
L lansannor C hurck

We welcome you, to th is 
ancient church, built fo r  
the worship of the lo rd  
desus Christ. The ejcact 
date of the presen t 
building is  not known., 
but i t  is  likely that the 
site  of the church was 
a  foca l poin t fo r  
keligious ceremonies 
since pre-C hristian  
tim es. A fter the 
Norman Conquest, the 
church appears to have 
been built in  conjunction 
with the manor house

opposite, Llansannor 
Court, and services have 
been held here fo r  about 
7 SO years. The church 
is  one f  only a fe w  in 
Wales dedicated to S t 
Senwyr, about whom 
little  is  known. It was 
re-dedicated in  1969.

The church was f i r s t  
mentioned as Capella S t
Senware de la  Thawe, 
belonging to Tewkesbury 
Abbey fou nded in  
1108). It was linked



to Llanbleddiun Church 
fo r  rnayg centuries and  
in  1ZS4- i t  was valued 
a t only £,3-00. 'During 
the same decade, the 
Norman knight, Stephen 
Bauzan had been 
g ra n ted  Brigam manor 
house in LLansannor 
a fter im pressing Henrg 
III with his valour, 

fig h tin g  ýo r  him f i r s t  
in Çascorg, and Later 
in West Wales. Not 
Long a fter he had 
settLed in Brigam and  
served as High S h erff, 
he was killed  in  battle 
a t Carmarthen. For 

g ea rs i t  was thought 
that the f f ig g  in  the 
church was that f  
'Bauman, the k in g  f  
Brigam, but recentlg 
doubt has been cast over 
th is theorg, as the 

fig u re  has been dated  
soine 1ÖO g ea rs Later.

We do know however, 
that in  1Z87, Edward I 
authorised the pagm ent 
f  l  OS shillings f o r  a 
monument to Stephen

Bauzan and another 
knight in  the Welsh 
Wars th irtg  gears  
earlier. The motive fo r  
th is seems to have been 
the f in a l victorg against 
the Welsh uprising and  
a special m ass was 
held in the Príorg f  S t 
John, Carmarthen, This 
same priorg was Later 
in  the possession f  
kichard Qwgn f  
LLansannor Court. As 
he was sa id  to have 
been a descendant t f  
Stephen Bauzan, i t  is  
suggested that he meg 
have had an in terest in  
transporting the f f ig g  
back to LLansannor in  
the 15th Centwrg.

fA ÿS tcríes of the

Could i t  have been a 
belated monument to 
Stephen Bauzan?

When, Wig and How was 
i t  brought to 
LLansannor?



Who or what is  buried 

underneath it?

Are sim ila r e ffig ies in  

H ereford, S t Athan an d  
Abergavenng Linked to 
Llansannor?

W ig is  there a t dog a t 
the fig u re s ' fe e t?

Could the dam age to 
the rig h t Leg have 

occurred during  

tra n sfer fro m  
Carm arthen?

For the n ext fe w  

centuries C hristian  
worship was based on 
Home. LocaL evidence f  

th is influence is  shown 
in  w all p a in tin g s  
uncovered in  1968  when 
restoration work was 
being carried  out 

follow ing dam age bg 

deathwatch beetle. Work, 
was deluged un til 
specia list advice could 
be obtained to iden tifg  

the pa in tin gs' origins, 
exten t an d  the best 

fo rm  f  preservation  
an d displag. The 

p a in tin g s opposite the 
south door are thought 
to depict S t Christopher 
a s a  blessing f o r  scfe  
travel on entering and  
Leaving the church. Theg 
mug have been p a in ted  
in  the 14-th Centurg, 
and were probablg 
covered over sometime 
between the death f  
Henrg VIII an d the tim e 
f  Oliver Cromwell, 
reflectin g  the change 

fro m  Catholicism  to 
Puritanism



Another a rtefa ct possibly 

buried around the sam e 
tim e was a  Lead 
am pulla discovered in  a  

f ie ld  a t n early  Church 

Farm. The tin y  shell 
shaped scalloped fla sk , 
was in  p e rfec t condition  

an d would have 
contained holy water.
I ts  orig ins have been 
traced  to the shrine cf 
S t üam es Compostela in  
Home.

It would have been used  

f o r  hanging in  the 
church a s a  ta lism an , 
or could have been 
buried in  the soil a s  a  

m eans c f blessing the 
crops.

The fa rm in g  community 

p la yed  an  im portant role 
in  church o ff  a ir s  fro m

the 17th Century 

onwards an d  the church 

offers g lim pses into the 
history f  the p a rish  by 

the m em orials th a t are
l f t  behind. Although the 
Qwyn fa m ily  f  
Llansannor Court were 

the mug or landowners 
f o r  alm ost three 
hundred y e a r s , i t  is  

in terestin g  th at there 
are no m em orials to 
them in  the church, and  

there is  no mention f  

them w ithin the 
churchyard. The only 
evidence f  their 

influence is  a  f in e  
silver chalice donated  

by John Fraunceis Qwyn 
in  17  9 G. He was a  
descendant f  the 

fam ou s p o litician  

Francis Qwyn.

The memorial slab  
opposite the south door 
is  one of the oldest 
w ithin the church. It 
marlcs the death  f  a  
young member f  the 

Eustance fa m ily  who 
was bom  a t the tim e f



the inscription, carved in  
the heavy oak. door -  
167T.

had been the Lessees of 
the g rea t tith es of the 

parish . and through the 
m arriage of one of their 
daughters, had 
connections w ithin the 
church. The tabiet. has 
been cleverly p la ced  over 

hidden artwork, an d  i t  
is  likely th at the 
stonemason knew there 

were p a in tin g s  
underneath.

'Neoct to th is tablet on 
the North wall are the 
Truman, tab lets, which 
were moved in  1910  
during restoration work.

This m ust have been an 
in terestin g  tim e w ithin  
the p a rish  and who 
knows what compromises 
were m ade du ring the 
tim e of the C ivil War. 
A fter a ll, Francis Qwgn. 
was bom  in  the house 
of John Fraunceis, a. 
colonel in  Cromwell's 
arm y, but Qwyn la te r  

jfound him self in  the 
services of Charles 11. 
The Eustance jfam ilg

Their s itin g  is  
appropriate a s  Thomas 
Truman m arried into



the pfamlLg and  
inherited Pantgllwdd  
Farm. Fie war. the 
gran dson  of a, 
Cromwellian soldier and  
m ade h is mark, on the 
p a rish  in  m ang wags.
He war a, monumental 
stonemason, which 

grobablg explains the 
ofualitg of the two 
tab lets ded ica ted  to his 

J-amilg. -He also 
design ed and m ade a  
sundial, which can be 
seen over the South 
door. It war saved  

Jrom  the ravages of the 
weather in  1 9 6 8  bg a  
descendan t of h is who 
relocated i t  in side the 
church on the w est wall, 

a  replica outside 
in  i ts  place.

Other m em orials are of 
a d ifferen t nature.
When Rev. Qeorge Rees 
d ie d  a t the age of 32-, 
h is wife arranged J a r a 
number of shrubs to be 
p la n ted  in  h is memorg.
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These come into Jlower 
a t d ifferen t tim es of 
the gear, bringing the 

ffa g ra n ce  of witch hazel
in  Oanuarg, the
brilliance of the orange 
A zalea in  Jviag, and  
the lovelg lila cs to 
lighten Up the sombre

gew  trees. One of these 
t-s bg the Lgch ga te , in  
an area used a s a  
special burial ground  

f o r  stillborn  babies 
w ithin the garish .



Inside the church, 
kneelers reflect the sk ill 
and patience of the 
M others Union and 

provide lastin g  metnorial 
to Iris Davies and Joan 
Thornas who inspired the 
other members.

They were also 
responsible fo r  the 
churchyard survey

completed in  1984-, 
which is  being updated 
by LAMBS, our local 
history group. A copy is  
available in the pew  by 
the fo n t, alovg with a 
copy f  ‘Llansannor', 
w ritten  to commemorate 
the M illennium  by 
members f  the 
convmuniiy m aking up 
LAMBS.

The reredos provides one 
f  the most strik in g  

fea tu re s  f  the church.
It was erected by the 
longest serving rector, 
kev F k  W illiams in  
memory f  h is paren ts  
and depicts the events 
f  the passion.



Outside the church, the 
Lgch g a te  serves the 
North entrance and a  
separate g a te  to the 
south serves the other 
entrance Unking the 
church to Llansannor
Court.

South g a te  was restored
in  memorg of dAcfjor 
Watson who Lived in  the 
Court in the earig p a r t 
of the ZOth Centurg.
The base of the cross 
derives from , one <f 
three crosses sa id  to 
have been used on S t 
Jviarg H ill f o r  earig

C hristian worship, and  
moved to Llansannor, 
Ccgchurch and Liangan 
in  the 13th Centurg.

The angel is  a 
monument to the 
g riffith  fa m ilg  from  
Llansannor -House whose 
members are buried in  
a vault underneath.
The LAJWB& group, 

fo rm ed  in the summer 
<f 1999 restored the 

as a sta rtin g  
poin t fo r  their 
commemoration cf the 
JVlillennium.

Price SOj>


