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SUMMARY

The church of Holy Cross at Cowbridge was a chapel of ease to the medieval parish church of Llanblethian, 
and did not achieve parochial status until the 19th century. Its original foundation date is unknown, but as 
Robinson (1980, 50) points out, it is unlikely to have predated the town’s first charter of 1254 and may have 
been some years later; the earliest documentary reference is 1484 (Clark 1901, 1723). The churchyard is 
shown on the tithe map (GIRO P/8/1) of 1841 as polygonal, but is unlikely to be representative of the medieval 
shape, since the grammar school was probably built in the original churchyard area and encroachments 
elsewhere are likely in a crowded urban environment, particularly if the church did not originally possess 
burial rights. The churchyard cross does not survive.

The church consists of nave; separate chancel; S aisle; chapel on the N side of the chancel, now serving as a 
vestry and schoolroom; central tower with two projecting staircases, the NW one of which also served as the 
rood stair (though it, like the other, extended as far as the parapet of the tower); N porch; a medieval vestry 
(now a boiler room) to the E of the chapel. Four bays are marked externally to the aisle, but internally there 
are six bays, marked by the five-bay arcade to the nave and a separate arch to the tower; the roof does nothing 
to resolve this conflict as it is close-coupled. The presence of a squint above the arcade of the S aisle shows 
that the rood loft must have extended into the aisle. The church is built from local limestone, mainly lias, with 
dressings of Sutton stone and sandstone to the medieval openings (the former generally employed for the 
earlier ones and the latter for the later ones), and Bath stone for the Victorian openings.

The earliest datable features of the church are generally consistent with a foundation date in the latter half of 
the 13th century, with the possible exception of the blocked window in the N wall of the nave. From this 
period survive the tower, along with the internally battered N wall of the nave, and the S wall of the chancel 
with its Decorated piscina. It is however noteworthy that the arches leading from the central tower to the nave 
and chancel are different and do not form a unified composition as at the slightly earlier church at Cheriton, 
which had the same layout, but this may be a reflection of the fact that the nave and chancel were the 
responsibility respectively of the burgesses and the rector, rather than a difference in phase. The tower is 
slightly offset towards the S from the nave and chancel. Robinson (1980, 51) and Thomas (1993, 50) suggest 
that transepts were intended, but if this is the case, they were never built; central towers with no transepts are 
known in other S Wales churches. The presence of an unusual octagonal parapet on the square tower may 
however suggest that it was intended to have a spire (Robinson 1980, 51; Thomas 1993, 50). Newman (1995, 
3331) suggests that the blocked doorway in the S aisle comes from the original S wall of the nave and was reset 
in the S wall of the aisle when the latter was added later, along with the chapel, the W door of the nave and the 
NE tower stair turret. The church has unfortunately lost almost all its original fenestration, but the arcades 
survive, along with the chapel door, indicating a 15th century date for the aisle and chapel. The treatment of 
the plinth in both is the same, and the arcades are very similar but not absolutely identical; whether the 
difference in the masonry represents a different phase or group of masons, or is merely due to a refacing, 
cannot be determined. The chapel was founded as a chantry chapel by a burgess, William Prior (Orrin 1988b, 
127); documents relating to the suppression of chantries in 1546 record that there were two endowments ‘to 
Fynde two obyttes yearely At every Obbytt to Pore People to Prestes and Clerkes’ (Jones 1934, 150). The aisle 
is called the Llanquian aisle, and is said to have been built by Lady Anne Neville, wife of Richard III, in 1473 
and allocated to the Nerber family of Llanquian after the chapel of Llanquian went out of use (Orrin 1988b, 
127). The details of the mouldings on the door to the NE stair turret is the same as that to the chapel. The 
email vestry at the E end of the chapel must post-date the latter, but it lacks readily datable architectural 
features; Robinson (1980, 56) suggests that it is pre-Reformation and interprets the low blocked window as a 
hatch for the distribution of arms. He also dates the NW tower stair turret/rood stair to the 16th century.



Thomas (1993, 50) concurs, and also suggests that the porch is 16th century. The rectangular window in the N 
wall of the nave is also 16th century, but otherwise all the windows are Victorian.

Orrin records a restoration of the tower in 1722, the replacement of the roof of the N aisle (presumably the 
nave) in 1766, and the blocking of the N windows in the chapel in 1777, along with the E window. Some of 
the chancel windows were reglazed in 1848 (Orrin 1988b, 137). The main restoration was in 1850-52, 
(architect J Pritchard) at a cost of £1,800 (Orrin 1988b, 138). A copy of his plan showing the church before 
restoration is lodged in the NMR.. This shows the E window as without mullions, and a blocked window in 
the S wall of the chancel and one in the E wall of the chapel; in the aisle, the two windows at the W end of the 
S wall had also lost their mullions though the other two were of three lights and the W window of four lights, 
the NE window of the nave had a single light, though the window to its W had three lights. Prichard seems to 
have unblocked and replaced all windows in the church, with the exception of the NW window of the aisle, and 
those in the tower, and the N windows of the chapel which remained blocked. Further restoration took place in 
1893 and 1913 (Orrin 1988b, 138), but this was generally none-intrusive.

The church has a large collection of wall tablets, including the 17th century Came memorial which includes 
figure sculpture (Orrin 1988b, 135). There is a medieval font, and low box pews probably dating to the 
beginning of the 19th century, but otherwise all the internal fittings are Victorian or later, with the exception 
of a somewhat earlier chest in the nave, possibly not originally from the church. There is a ring of eight bells 
dated to 1722 (Orrin 1988b, 131-3).
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1965
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1949-51
1920-35
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1923
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nd (c 1926)

1930
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1926- 28
1933 
1888-93
1934 
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nd (71920-30) 
1925-28
1925
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nd 
1850 
1848

1777
1893
1899
1920
1923
1927
1932

Tithe map
Faculty: Oak altar rail
Correspondence re transfer of churchyard to town council 
Correspondence re possible sale part churchyard 
PCC minutes 
Vestry minutes
Churchwardens’ accounts : vouchers
Architect’s plan (T G Clarke of Llandaff) showing longitudinal 
and cross sections of nave roof and plan of wall plates 
Contract (with W Thomas of Cowbridge) for putting new roof on 
nave
Contract (with W Thomas of Cowbridge) for reconstructing 
arcade of church
Correspondence re repairs to church ( and architect’s accounts) 
Invoices and receipts to architect and contractor re repairs 
Photographs taken during restoration showing dismantled nave 
and S arcade
Bills re recovering of roof with Prestotum
Report by E Loveluck of Bridgend (architect) re condition of S
(Llanquian) aisle
Papers re installation of new heating apparatus
Bill re installation of electric lighting
papers re repairs and improvements to organ
Report on bells; specification and estimate for rehanging
Correspondence and bills re rehanging of bells
Plan of burial ground in churchyard
Papers re churchyard
Letters re appeal for funds
Circular letter appealing for funds
Draft of article for Western Mail re restoration and appeal
Photograph of wooden chest; panel showing Agnus Dei
List of owners and occupiers of seats
Plan showing arrangement of interior

Faculty: New seating and repair of church 
Faculty: Restoration of church 
Faculty: Removal of stained glass window 
Faculty: Stained glass window 
Faculty: Repairs to roof of nave 
Faculty: Heating apparatus (confirmation) 
Faculty: Electric lighting

NMR
Kay (various dates) 2 ser IV 723, 769, 804; VIII 1299
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Much obscured by limewash and surrounding vegetation, but where visible wails are in coursed rubble of 
irregular blocks limestone, quoined with squared blocks Sutton stone. (Most clearly visible within area covered 
by earlier N porch which was wider with higher eaves and possibly higher apex to roof). Slight batter at base. 
Victorian kneeler NW comer. Internal batter. Also internally facetted reverse bell-shaped corbels for roof timbers

3 windows; 3 blocked windows, 1 door. E-most window pointed head, 2 cinquefoiled lights, Perpendicular 
|  tracery; Bath stone dressings, hollow chamfer; hoodmould with plain stops; relieving arch; Victorian, but with 
* medieval rear arch; replacing an earlier window now marked by higher narrower relieving arch. Next window to 

W  has pointed head, 3 cinquefoiled lights, Perpendicular tracery; Bath stone dressings, hollow chamfer; 
hoodmould with plain stops; Victorian but with medieval rear arch. Immediately W  of porch Is smallish blocked 
window of which half of dressings survive, including springing of Tsegmetal arch. W  o f this is rectangular 
window, 5 lights with uncusped 4-centred heads, recessed spandrels; grey sandstone dressings partly replaced 
in Bath stone, hollow chamfer; hoodmould with square stops. Door, see porch S wall.

Tower arch pointed; 2 orders of chamfer, outer continuous, inner carried on engaged compound shafts with 
moulded capitals and bases and fillet down central shaft; Sutton stone dressings, parly renewed at S side in Bath 
stone

I j i P l l l

___ ___ _____ _____________________
j j j j a w afc Internally facetted reverse bell-shaped corbels for roof timbers.

P?

H I

Arcade of 5 arches in grey/fawn sandstone; 2-centred heads of 3 orders (cavetto at outside, 2 wave mouldings); 
carried on compound piers of X-shaped section between responds, engaged shafts at comers with their own, 
higher bases, separated by deep cavettos; simple capitals with convex mouldings over cavettos of piers

IP3

1P01

;;;;;; ;
Roughly coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone, apparently mostly Has with a little carboniferous; quoined 
with squared blocks Sutton stone. Battered base. Coping, cross. Straight joint with S aisle, quoin on nave 
side. Internally corbel on either side of door, just below capitals of aisle arcade, and another in NW comer; ?for 
gallery

1 window; 1 door; 1 blocked door; slit In gable. Door has 2-centred head; v coarse sandy limestone dressings, 
symetrical hollow wave moulding; rear arch has shallow segmental head; inserted, replacing earlier door with 
higher springing to arch. W  window has 2-centred head, 5 cinquefoiled Hghts, Perpendicular tracery; Bath stone 
dressings, hollow chamfer, hoodmould with plain stops; relieving arch; Victorian
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Ceihng :| Barrel, plain plaster, moulding at eaves
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Type % Carpetted; same level as nave/tower; 3 steps at altar rail and 1 under altar

W a rn  . ... ................. ........ ................ ......... .............. ........................

B uria ls known?

Inderfloor healing?

THING S I  W all tablets: 3 x 18th century; 10 x 19th century; 5 x 20th century.

In all windows; Victorian

vX-XvXy:

Mosaic reredos; set within marble intarsia panelling of E wall

Victorian, panelled and carved

:-x::x  ~ • • ............

’iscm a At E end S wall; near triangular head, trefoiled, with roll moulding; flat base with lobed basin

Altar rail modem, wooden
Screen in arch to chapel on N side wooden panelled with blind tracery under battlamented beam, glazed 
tympanum

-s/stalls/ Victorian, with poppyhead ends
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Arcade and arch, see nave S wall and tower S wall; arch this side cut through thickness of wall with no 
dressings. Squint above springing of arch, set within rectangular recess

P3

JP O /Lii 
11/2

Straight joint with massive SE buttress of tower. Coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone. Double offset 
plinth with lower part crowned by chamfer and upper with bolection moulding with flat underside. Diagonal 
buttress at SE comer rebuilt in squared blocks limestone

|W indow  has 2-centred head, 5 cinquefoiled lights, Perpendicular tracery; Bath stone dressings, hollow chamfer, 
hood mould with plain stops; Victorian

Coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone. Double offset plinth with lower part crowned by chamfer and upper 
with botection moulding with flat underside. Diagonal buttresses see E and W  walls; wall divided into 4 bays by 
buttresses, partly rebuilt. Internally corbel to W  of W  end of tower, angled NW-SE

4 windows, all alike: pointed head, 3 cinquefoiled lights, Perpendicular tracery; Bath stone dressings, hollow 
chamfer; hood mould with plain stops; Victorian; window in 2nd bay from W  is inserted. Blocked door (2nd bay 
from W ) has wide 2-centred head; Sutton stone dressings, hollow chamfer, pyramid stops

iP 3

I P01 |i

Roughly coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone, apparently mostly lias with a little carboniferous; quoined 
with squared blocks Sutton stone. Double offset plinth with lower part crowned by chamfer and upper with 
bolection moulding with flat underside. Coping, cross. Diagonal buttress. Straight joint with nave, see nave W  
wall.

Window has 2-centred head, 5 cinquefoiled lights, Perpendicular tracery; Bath stone dressings, hollow chamfer; 
hoodmould with plain stops; Victorian

mm
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.JTT1NGS |  W all tablets: 1 x 16th century with figures carved in relief; 2 x 17th century; 8 x 18th century.

g ir te d  g l* * # .!  Victorian stained glass with coats of arms (brought from Cowbrige Grammer School)
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w o t* u te  in  b ra c k s *) [

Fabric Roughly coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone, more neatly cut and coursed in batter at base. Octagonal 
battlemented parapet in same plane as tower, above a corbel table which projects from face; broached comers. 
2 stair turrets; W  one in form of large buttress also serves as rood stair, though it extends up to corbel table; 
described under rood stair. E one semicircular. Internally line of wall slightly further S than N wail o f chancel.

11111111

6 windows, 3 doors. Belfry has square opening with ?Sutton stone ashlar jambs. Below this is slit window with 
Sutton stone ashlar dressings, deep chamfer; relieving arch. Ground floor lancet with 2-centred head; Bath 
stone dressings; relieving arch; rear arch has triangular head with Sutton stone dressings, chamfered. Door to 
turret from inside has triangular head, Sutton stone dressings, chamfered. Door to rood stair has segmental 
head, chamfered, straight-cut stops. TURRET: 3 slit windows with Sutton stone dressings with rebate on 
lowest. Door has 2-centred head, Sutton stone dressings, hollow chamfer and wave moulding, straight-cut 
stops.

Roughly coursed nibble in irregular blocks limestone; quoined squared blocks limestone. Octagonal 
battlement ed parapet in same plane as tower, above a corbel table which projects from face; broached comers. 
E stair turret projects on this side as rectilinear feature

|1 window, arch. 
1 chancel

Belfry window is pair of trefoiled lancets; ?Sutton stone dressings, chamfered. Arch, see

]  Roughly coursed nibble in irregular blocks limestone; quoined squared blocks limestone. Octagonal 
jbattlemented parapet in same plane as tower, above a corbel table which projects from face; broached comers. 
]  Internally in same plane as S wall o f chancel

1 window, arch. Belfry window is pair of trefoiled lancets; TSutton stone dressings, chamfered. Arch has wide 2- 
centred head; sandstone dressings, 2 continuous orders; chamfer, double hollow chamfer)

Roughly coursed nibble in irregular blocks limestone; quoined squared blocks limestone. Octagonal 
battlement ed parapet in same plane as tower, above a corbel table which projects from face; broached comers.

1 window, arch. Belfry window is single trefoiled lancet; TSutton stone dressings, chamfered. Arch,
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.PosUnerSeval, not otherwise databter l j
^ f e t h / ie t h  j*  w th  r  17th  r

Reference {s1038 jj ' | f

Fabric survives from : M edieval* n o t othe

C entury 12th f “  13th  f “  ,13 ih /t4 th  J *
Ŝ >$Sx--. . . "  ""
I i ! ! l i l l l t 8 t h  : O l l i i9 t h,.\\V A \\\\yA V ,\\\/A V A V .;.^ .v .w A \\\s \\v j,\% y .;A V .V .V .v .
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-Root type  iDouble-pitched

> R oof, ex te rio r : jN -S ; metamorphic slate 
1 appearance

: R oo f seed o th e r (Close couples with collars and arched braces

:

' ■

Diagonally boarded behind rafters

g i l l i !  Stone

SKflBl__
B uria ls known? 

U nderfloor heating?

•tTTINGS

xx -xx -x -x -x -:

S ::x
manik

sssmaa

p s lili

33>ys;

S;K::i;.. y i '/ ;

m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m sm m m m m m m m m m m m m m m m ssm m

C hests/cupboards
/aum bries

fs/statts/ 
M ise a is :

O ther 
to e s  o f 
in terest

Fabric survives from * M edieval, no t otherw ise datable:

C entury 12th f “  13th f “  13tW 14th P  14th P
:■/:-'/.■: ..

19th I *  20th r

*x  Post-m erfievrtl, no t otherw ise datable:

is th  r  i6 th /ie th  r  w h  r  i? ,h  i
% 1 1 1 1 ;s' l l ' i ' «5; ^ ' «  ̂ ; i'............ n............ ,....... :
x 'c  | | i i | : s ?x f  ? Reference | s1038 | l



' l l

ji g s
Much obscured by mortar, but appears to be coursed rubble largely in Irregular blocks limestone. Buttress, see 
E wall. Straight jo int approx quarter of the way from the W  end

It blocked door; 1 possible blocked window. Door is low, with triangular head. Possible window shows as small 
square patch over door

Roughly coursed rubble in squared blocks limestone. Diagonal buttresses in squared blocks.

|1 blocked window, 1 possible blocked window. Window set fairly low on wall; sandstone dressings, relieving 
arch. Possible window shows as small square patch high on wall, as N wall

Roughly coursed rubble in squared blocks limestone. Buttress, see E wall

W indow is rectangular, 2 cmquefoiled lights; Bath stone dressings, hollow chamfer; flat relieving arch; Victorian

Door to chapel in deep square-headed embrasure

;|Cowbridge $|isio38 H I lH i iiiiily e s t r y i| p  j



R O W  AMD OTHER STRUCTURAL TIM Double-pitched

>oft exte rio r JE-W ; metamorphic slate
appearance j

R oof and o th e r 
s truc tu ra l tim bers

«$«*

B uria ts known? 

U nderfloor heating?

: Type Timber

M i

MMMM

MhMWMitftWWaMW

m ^m m m m iim ^ttssiim stssxvxmwzxzxsx

Chests/c
/aum bries

» w m t
m m m m ti

O ther 
features o f:! 

in te rest:
tMAWWW.ŴO.W :

M ed ieva l n o t otherw ise datable; Poshm erSevai, n o t otherw ise datable; 1 

15th/16th r  16th 15f 17th T

fa b ric  survives from : 

Century 12th f~ _  13th

13th r  19th S1038

yJvvW

KWS5SS
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mi*

PfW  Js1038 Elem ent fy j»  sRood stairCowbridge

Roughly coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone, quoined Sutton stone ashlar. Diminishes in size through 2 
offset with ashlar weatherings. W ide shallow rectangular buttress down middle

NORTH

Roughly coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone, quoined Sutton stone ashlar.Fabric

Door has 2-centred head; Bath stone dressings, chamfered

CAST
W ALL

itsmisssm,
Fabric

Door, see tower N wall

Roughly coursed rubble in irregular blocks limestone, quoined Sutton stone ashlar.

jPO /L
1/2

s
:s
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m m m mROOF AND OTHER STRUCT! 

vaaaaouatatttaaaoULIaax 
R oof, ex te rio r ' [Against N wall of tov

* P P « * « ...........................

[Lean-to

s tructu ra l tu rn e rs

< •• ■ ■

mommcm S ss \\\s s i;

Buriats known?

Inderfioo r heating?
LWAUWftO.MMW*
FtTTWOS

lined glas

'aneitihg,: 
irving etc

Mix*™

'.W •.• '.V,*.V.'.-.- • ' \* NX'.* • . :-:■ • \  - .- -

Cte8$&tcupbmt(iii
"■■■■■̂ [[■- ov/auiiteiefi

/a/staUsT
semi

mYtWtVtYtVW

iSSip

in te re s t
« s l

Post-m edtevat, not otherw ise datable;

r i5uvi6th r uuj r 17th i
Reference

Fabric survives Rom; M edieval, n o t otherw ise debate
'••s jji £*>•$• % v •̂••-. .vv-. &<v
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CHURCHYARD

.. C hurchi-icow bridge
......... .....

Shape. p lan  {present} J Irregular

Shape, firs t m ap J Polygonal

|s1038 ip | |u r v e y  date ;jo7-08-97 ; -:-:

F irst map type/date |T ithe/1841 __j|B

1
Shape, re lie f: p la t

-------- ...................................... .............................. .........
stone bank P  Hedge P  Fenee/rafiing P  O ther P .

D escription i r »>****  i,Vhwo «Coursed rubble

TRANCES

Main entrance, 
descrip tion

M ||p ^ ii|n B s ,  position  I n
L m i m m u m m u m m m n

Double gates; path directly to N porch

Secondary entrances (it 
any)

BURIALS In use? P. Clearance? p a rtia l.............

Burials, points o f interest
.................

CHURCHYARD 
FEATURES C ross? PRN | “ RCAHMW cross survey? P:

P i C ross 
descrip tion

Earthworks

Yews? P

Other feature

;.;.vAvAv.v,v.;.;. v .v .;.\(v .w :v .;i;

C hurch
drainage

Gutter and gully pot; course of drains not apparent
£i£2ui2£uiiij

R elationship to  previous 
m onastic com plex, i f  any

O ther rem arks:


