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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU, MEYRICK!

100 years old and he is 
‘still as sharp as a knife’

DOZENS of people 
v i s i t e d  
Longmeadow Court 
sheltered housing in 
Cowbridge on 
Monday, April 19 to 
wish old soldier 
Meyrick O’Connor 
a very happy 100th 
birthday.

Despite his advanced 
age, Meyrick remains 
very active, with a daily 
trip on his zimmer frame 
to his favourite haunt, 
The Bear Hotel, where he 
is always welcomed 
warmly.

He told The GEM: “I 
had my first pint with my 
father there when I was 
14, and I’ve been a regu
lar ever since.”

Meyrick was bom on 
April 19, 1910 to
Cornelius O.’Connor and 
Elizabeth Jane O’Connor 
(nee Thomas) and was 
one of 12 children -  there 
were eight brothers and 
four sisters.

He said: “I was bom in 
Bridgend and grew up at 
Wolf House Farm, 
Llysworney. I can still

by TIM CHAPMAN LEFT:
Still going strong -  

Meyrick celebrates his 
100th birthday with 
Cora Gould of 
the Angels care team.

remember my first day at 
the local school!

“My father, who was 
originally from
Waterford, was a cattle 
dealer who used to travel 
a lot to Ireland. After fin-
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ishing school, I became a 
farm worker.”

Meyrick served with 
the Signals during the 
Second World War, and 
demonstrated his mis
chievous side as he 
recalled his time abroad.

“I served in Egypt and 
Italy, and knew General 
Montgomery -  he used to 
clean my boots!

“While I was in Egypt 
I even got a chance to 
climb the pyramids.” 

Meyrick is the last sur
vivor of the 12 siblings -  
his sister Blanche died

two years ago.
Family and friends 

gathered to wish Meyrick 
a happy birthday, and he 
was given a telegram 
from the Queen.

The Mayor of the 
Vale, Coun Emlyn 
Williams, and the Mayor 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun Jon 
Harris, were also on hand 
to wish Meyrick ‘many 
happy returns’ for the 
day.

Linda Flanagan, the 
sheltered housing war
den, said: “We’ve never 
had anything a s b j ^ a s  
this at L o n g m e a d o w  
Court sheltered housing. 
Julian Hitchcock of The 
Bear Hotel gave a speech 
of congratulation to 
Meyrick, everyone sang 
‘Happy Birthday’, and 
we drank a toast to him.”

Meyrick attributes part 
of the reason for his 
longevity to the fact that 
no woman could ever pin 
him down to getting 
married!

His nephew, Dr Monty 
Edwards, who had trav
elled from the Gower for 
the special birthday cele
bration, told The GEM: 
“He has still got a won
derful memory and is as 
sharp as a knife!”
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