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Whitchurch (Cardiff) Association Football 

 The early years. 

The Football Association (the FA) is the governing body of association football in England and 

the Crown Dependencies of Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man. Formed in 1863, it is the 

oldest football association in the world and is responsible for overseeing all aspects of the 

amateur and professional game in its territory. The north Wales towns of Wrexham and Ruabon 

also adopted the sport in this era. Wrexham A.F.C. is Wales' oldest professional club and the 

third oldest in the world. This interest led to the formation of the Football Association of 

Wales (FAW) in 1876 by Welsh solicitor Llewelyn Kenrick and this was followed in 1877 by the 

creation of the Welsh Cup. In 1877 the FAW formed the first Wales national football team who 

played their first game that year, losing 4–0 away to Scotland.    (Ref: Wikipedia) 

As you read on a thought must be given to the coverage and reports published in the 

newspapers over 120 years ago. Luckily for us they are accessible and now part of our history 

and heritage.  
With accreditation to the National Library of Wales – Newspaper Archives  https://www.library.wales  

 

Sadly, a lot of clubs don’t stand the test of time, but, bear in mind, the 20th century had 2 world 

wars and this alone would have had a huge affect on the longevity of all clubs and the 

development of all sport, in the first half of the 20th century. 

You have to take your hat off to the early ‘pioneers’ of local football, most of these people were 

labouring in local factories, farmers fields and the railway (although local agriculture was in 

decline at that time the Melingriffith tin works was a large employer and the Taff Vale Railway 

had been constructed c.mid 19thC). Those times in general and work itself, was tough for them, 

but they were resourceful enough to create and build sports clubs, organise matches and travel 

to away games (no cars).  

Football in Whitchurch has always been a constant struggle. The village has not lacked players, 

football teams and football clubs, but, it has lacked a ‘village club’ in the same way that rugby 

does. For the most part, it looks, from the outside, like the ambitions of the current AFC 

Whitchurch set up goes some way to put that to bed. This area of Cardiff has always been 

disadvantaged by the lack of club facilities and a pitch they could call their own. In the 1960’s and 

70’s the village hosted teams like Whitchurch Hospital F.C. based at the hospital ground, Coryton 

Athletic, Coryton Rangers and Cardiff Suburbans all using Cae Delyn when and if it was 

available. The local pubs hosted these teams, Whitchurch Hospital at The Hollybush; Coryton 

Rangers (becoming Athletic) based at the British Legion Earl Haig club and Cardiff Suburbans at 

The Masons Arms. Rhiwbina also had a successful side playing in the Cardiff and District 

League, using The Butchers Arms. 

Coryton Athletic (Cardiff and District League) ceased playing c.1970 and Coryton Rangers (in the 

Cardiff Combination League) took their name and the rights to their pitch at Cae Delyn, also 

acquiring some of their equipment at the time.  

In the early 70’s, Coryton Athletic, based at the British Legion / Earl Haig club, started to build a 

strong side and with an up and coming successful youth side, Coryton Colts, things looked rosy, 

but, disagreements within (c. 1972) saw the formation of a new team at The Park Lawn Tennis 

Club, dividing players’ loyalty, adopting the tennis club’s name in the process. This divide saw the 
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Coryton Ath. team change their name to Whitchurch Earl Haig F.C. At the time, Whitchurch 

Hospital F.C. had a successful side in the old First Division of the Cardiff Combination League, 

benefitting from having a pitch of their own (on the hospital ground) which was well managed and 

cared for, the envy of many. They shared training evenings with the Coryton Athletic club, using 

the hospital hall / gym with players mixing well with each other, the Hospital team, blessed with 

ex professional footballers (a few from Newport County) now at the hospital learning a new 

profession as physios, offering good advice, encoragement and support on these occasions. By 

the early 80’s all these clubs were running 2nd teams, Whitchurch F.C. also having a third XI. 

Whitchurch Hospital FC was now firmly based at The Plough (Whitchurch) and by 7pm on a 

Saturday evening the pub was rammed, the hospital boys being joined by the players from 

Whitchurch F.C., Whitchurch Rugby Club and also local referees returning from their own games, 

all friendly rivalry. 

From the mid 1980’s however things became more and more difficult, Council owned pitches 

were neglected, ageing teams, declining interest in playing, changes within league management 

with the old guard giving way to the new and administering and organising the game in general, 

not just with clubs, but arranging fixtures, pitches, referees and the ever increasing financial 

demands put pressure on teams.  

The football ‘pyramid’ league structure at the time was based on the thriving Cardiff and District 

and the Cardiff Combination Leagues, both of a similar standard, then the South Wales Amateur 

League and above that the Welsh League. Teams in the top divisions of the Cardiff Combination 

and the Cardiff and District Leagues played at a high standard and competed well in the South 

Wales Amateur Cup winning it on many occasions. Coryton Athletic got to the semi final in 1974 

losing to Llanishen 2 – 1, Llanishen going on to win the cup.  

In the early 80’s Whitchurch Hospital F.C. tried unsuccessfully to enter the South Wales Amateur 

League, but the lack of changing rooms (using the hospital facilities at that time); the inability to 

provide segregation of opposing teams, the pitch had no barriers around it, no record of previous 

years accounts and not being able to demonstrate an appropriate commercial side (revenue 

generation) for sustainability were reasons given.  

(The dates given here for the 1980’s and the early 90’s events need to be confirmed by others, but won’t be too 

far out)..... 

At some time c.mid 80’s Whitchurch F.C. had forged a relationship with the youth club at 

Whitchurch High School on Penlline Road, the club having created a thriving age range junior 

and youth football set up, mainly run by parents. Through the connections made, the senior 

football team obtained permission to use the school changing rooms for Saturday matches and to 

use the football pitch behind the shops on Merthyr Road, the pitch belonging to Glan Y Nant 

School (now Ysgol Melin Gruffydd) with the players from both sides having to walk across, in 

their kit, from the school to get there. It was far from ideal but at least the Whitchurch club could 

play in the village, neither was it an entirely harmonious relationship with the rugby ‘flavoured’ 

High school.  

 

By 1991 however this group association: under one overall committee of the senior football team, 

the junior and youth teams and the youth club itself, was an incoherent arrangement, each group 

having disparate views and ambitions and the senior side opted to sever the connection for the 

common good and to devote their time and resources for their own pressing needs. 
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At this time Whitchurch F.C. applied to enter the South Wales Amateur League, but, with the 

same outcome the hospital team had experienced some years earlier, the pitch and the changing 

rooms being a major issue. Both, were ‘toe in the water’ attempts, to find out what was required 

to elevate the status of the local team and an attempt to put Whitchurch football on the map in 

the eyes of those that ran the game in South Wales. The reason for doing this was because it 

was recognised that a number of good local players, lost to Whitchurch, opted to play for clubs 

with better facilities, offering better opportunities, playing at a higher level, some of these lads 

preferring to play for Taffs Well; Cardiff Corries; Bridgend, Pontyclun and even Maesteg. To 

overcome this, efforts were made to forge a link with the old Whitchurch Rugby Club on Velindre 

Road, to use as a club base and also, separately, with Cardiff H.S.O.B. (now Cardiff Harlequins), 

to use the club house and spare land as a pitch on their ground near forest Farm, but these were 

rejected by the respective committees of their day, despite having some support within these 

clubs. The land at HSOB later became the home of Cardiff Cricket Club.  

The upshot of all this, later, was that football teams merged together over the next few seasons, 

the pitch at Whitchurch Hospital being a huge asset that enabled football to retain a foothold in 

the area. Gabalfa Grasshoppers merged with Whitchurch Hospital F.C. becoming ‘Whitchurch 

Hospital Grasshoppers’ (mid 80’s) and a few seasons later this team merged with Whitchurch 

F.C. (c.1993 – requires checking). The burgeoning youth club set up at Whitchurch High School 

and the successful age range youth football teams based within it that had further developed 

over the years, eventually led to a closer bond with the senior team and the eventual formation of 

AFC Whitchurch. 

Hats off to all those, over many, many, years that have contributed to Whitchurch football. 

 

Finally, before we delve into the deeper history of Whitchurch football through the archives, spare 

a moment, just reflect on how good it is that the names you are about to see, of those who 

represented the village over 120 years ago, once consigned to history, but now, brought to the 

present, what would they have thought to know that their exploits would be viewed over 120 

years later? Was your family amongst them? Given the challenges, demands and the bumpy and 

irregular nature of how football clubs evolve, how far back do we have to go to find the 

foundations of our football heritage in Whitchurch? 

 Read on...... 
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As we plunge into the depths it’s worth noting that Cardiff City (AFC) are celebrating their 125th 

anniversary (as at 2024), placing their origin back to 1899, however the aficionados among us 

will be only too quick to point out that they were founded in 1899 as Riverside A.F.C., the club 

changed its name to Cardiff City in 1908 and entered the Southern Football League in 1910 

before joining the English Football League in 1920 (Ref Wikipedia). In season 1924 – 25 Cardiff 

City got to the final of the English Challenge Cup (The F.A. Cup) at Wembley, but lost to Sheffield 

United 1 – 0 but better things came and in 1927 they won the cup at Wembley. Beating Arsenal 1 

– 0 in front of 91,206 spectators. Cardiff however had other teams that pre-dated this, the 

following newspaper article from The Evening Express, dated 6th Sept 1894, provides evidence of 

just one of them: 

 

This team of course has no direct link to the present day Cardiff City AFC. It is sufficient to know 

that Riverside AFC developed very, very quickly, from a regional team to F.A. Cup winners. 

The earliest indication on Whitchurch Football might surprise, take a look at this cutting published 

in The Evening Express on 14th September 1901. It’s worth noting that rugby in Whitchurch was 

well established by this time, having ‘officially’ started in 1885. Back in those days, newspapers 

reported on rugby as “Football” and what we now call football as “Association Football” or 

“Soccer”. 

 

The age old problem that still dogs our village sport today is highlighted even back then, “difficulty 

in securing a field”. This didn’t apply to rugby however, one of the proud boasts of the village at 

that time was that it hosted 4 rugby teams, Whitchurch, Tongwynlais, Llandaff Yard and 

Whitchurch YMCA (rugby).  



Whitchurch (Cardiff) Association Football 2024 
Terry Chard 

 

Accreditation  National Library of Wales 

 Newspaper Archives 5 

Another early reference to a Whitchurch team was provided by The Evening express on 11th 

October 1901 when this team sheet was published: 

  

 

 

 

 

These player positions were: 

 Left Wing Inside Left Centre Forward Inside Right Right Wing 

  Left Half  Centre Half  Right Half 

   Left Full Back   Right Full Back 

     Goal keeper 

Just a few days later on the 14th October the Evening Express printed the results of local 

matches, described as ‘Minor Matches’ showing the scoreline ‘Cardiff Banks, one goal; 

Whitchurch, nil’ and just above that score was another: ‘Riverside, one goal; Singleton, one goal’. 

Some of the published scorelines showed other local clubs listed as Cardiff Loudouns; Cardiff 

Corinthians; Cardiff Villa; Cardiff Windsors; Docks; Pen Hill Villa; Cardiff Albions; Grange; Canton 

Villa; Canton Parish; Cathays and more, with others from Barry, Penarth and Caerphilly. 

Another early reference to a Whitchurch team was provided by The Evening express on 6th 

December 1901 when this team sheet was published: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this cutting we have the names of the 

early representatives of that Whitchurch 

team: (Goal) W. Bailey; (backs) W. Evans 

and S. Price ; (half backs) Campbell, 

Thomas and Rigg; (forwards) Evans, 

Greenslade, Churchill, Seaman and T. 

Shelper (Captain). 

Lining up in the old traditional and rigid  5 – 

3 – 2 formation. (Ask your fathers and 

grandfathers). 

In this cutting we have the names of the 

early representatives of that Whitchurch 

team with some changes from the 

previous match shown:  

(Goal) Templeton; 

(backs) Corfield and Evans; 

(half backs) Campbell, Thomas and 

Evans; 

(forwards) Fisher, Rees, Church, Lace 

and Greenslade. 

 

Lining up in a  5 – 3 – 2 formation  
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On 20th December the Evening Express showed that Whitchurch was playing away at Hafod 

2nds, with the Hafod team being shown, but another edition on the same date showed 

Whitchurch playing away at Porth and it’s possible that the game with Hafod was a 2nd team 

game and perhaps the first evidence that Whitchurch had a 2nd team, the Hafod 1st team that day 

playing away at Caerphilly. This is further substantiated by a report in The Evening Express 

dated 21st December is which it states that Porth were without a game that day and that 

Whitchurch had filled in.  

 

 

On the 27th December 1901, The Evening Express showed the following scores from recent 

matches: 

 Aberdare, four goals; West Bromwich Rangers, nil 

 Hafod, three goals; Aberdare Reserves, nil. 

 Whitchurch, five goals; Docks, nil. 

 

Just how junior is not known, 

either a reference to the age of 

players, or to the club itself, 

having only been formed a few 

months earlier. 

It’s well worth showing this 

extract because of what else it 

tells us, not least of all that 

Whitchurch is mentioned within 

it, but, that Aberdare is 

mentioned with the capability of 

having a Welsh International 

playing for them and not only 

that but they have ambitions to 

arrange a fixture with Aston 

Villa. West Bromwich Rangers 

also get mentioned, all on the 

same page. 
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By 1902 things had moved on, archive coverage is not extensive and in all probability, coverage 

of Whitchurch Association Football matches was not of great importance, one brief report came 

from The Evening Express on 11th January 1902 making light of the difference between rugby 

and football when a Whitchurch rugby player, Ben Greenslade, changed codes to aid a return 

from injury: 

 

 
 

On the 17th January The Evening Express printed the results of the weekend games with 

Whitchurch beating Radyr 3- 0 and just for the record that day, Cardiff Albions beat Riverside 4 – 

0. The same newspaper edition printed the Whitchurch team for the next game against ‘The 

Banks’. 

 

With just a few changes from previous matches this tends to suggest that a fairly regular squad 

was available for the club. 

On January 24th The Evening Express published the team sheet presumably for the match 

against Radyr just played, printing the scores again on the 25th Jan. 
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31st January 1902 The Evening Express published this team sheet for a home match against 

Barry Island: 

 

Another that catches the eye is this next cutting from The Evening Express on 8th March 1902 

which highlights the strides that the club were taking as they developed:  
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The score was Whitchurch, nil; Cardiff Corinthians, four goals and the Corries came away from 

the game with their reputation enhanced according to this brief report in The Evening Express 

dated 15th March 1902, the local crowd being suitably impressed by them. 

 

 

In this report dated 22nd March 1902 in the Evening Express three of the Whitchurch team 

 

caught the eye of the local press, unfortunately it is only W. Evans that has any familiar regularity 
with the other team sheets displayed.  

There is another short report in The Evening express dated 1st April on a representative game 

against ‘Mr Duck’s Eleven’, the Duck family mentioned is believed to be the same, being 

pharmacists in and around the Cardiff area with a pharmacy shop in the centre of Whitchurch 

village now occupied by Boots (the Chemist/Pharmacy Group). Evidently it was a return match 

and so a match between the two must have been played some time earlier in the season. 
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Quite who the Duck’s could call on to represent them at football is not known, but clearly the 

Whitchurch team was second best that day. 

This following cutting gave good detail coverage of Whitchurch’s game against The Corries 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was published in The Evening Express on the 19th April 1902 and must have been one of, if not 

the last game of the season. It’s clear here that it was a close match, but, the reporter although 

not being too impressed, did seem to get occasionally excited by some aspects of play. Some of 

the players, however, were worthy of some praise, The Evening Express following up on this 

game on the 26th April 1902, mentioning Templeton, Fisher and Howells . 
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 One important announcement was published in The Evening Express on 8th August 1902 with a 

brief account of the Whitchurch Association Football Club AGM  
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For the new season starting in September 1902 - 03 the Whitchurch club seemed to be 

reasonably well established. Here’s a game that could get local football historians excited, printed 

in The Evening Express on 26th September 1902 and one worth mentioning to anyone with the 

time to listen. 

 

 It was a Whitchurch game, at home, against Riverside and little doubt that it was THE Riverside 

team that you would know of if you have an interest in local football (see page 3 Re: Cardiff City). 

Another of the early fixtures was shown in the Evening Express on 3rd October 1902 for a game 

to be played against Cardiff Corinthians at Llandaff Fields with the Corries team being listed. This 

start to the new season also saw the Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. Association Football team share the 

limelight locally with their fixture against Marlborough Crescents appearing in The Evening 

Express with the Marlborough players listed for the game but not the Whitchurch Y.M. team. The 

next we hear about these two Whitchurch teams was when The Evening Express printed the 

scores for local matches on 13th October 

 

 St Martin’s, 3 goals; Whitchurch YMCA 1 goal - (presumably St Martin’s, Caerphilly) 

 United Banks, 2 goals; Whitchurch 1 goal 

 

These results on a day when Canton Wesleyans beat Canton Utd 7 -2; Cardiff Corinthians beat 

Cardiff Bohemians 3 – 0; Cardiff Albions beat Canton Parish Church 3 – 1; Radyr beat Penarth 

Artillery 4 – 0 and Hafod beat Roath Old Boys 4 – 1. (Just a hint there that some of the football 

teams originated from and within the local church).  
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On 17th October 1902 The Evening Express printed the team selection for the next match against 

Penarth Parish Church. 

 

The team names and players of other sides have been included here just to give the reader a 

feel for the types of teams that were playing local football at this time and comparisons can be 

made with the names of Whitchurch players over this period of time. 

 

What about this one, for a game against ‘Cardiff’? Unfortunately the Whitchurch team at the time 

seemed to have had a few results go against them, so much so that the local supporters didn’t 

get too excited about attending, but, still a few hundred turned up to watch. 25th October 1902 

The Evening express  
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It would be interesting to know whereabouts of the ‘Higher Grade Field’, mentioned. 

 On the 7th November 1902 The Evening Express published team sheets for the weekend’s 

games with Whitchurch playing against Radyr at the home ground of Whitchurch: 

 

W. Evans is still there in defence, Campbell, Thomas and Rigg are still half backs and there is a 

new forward line.  

On the same day, 7th November, The Evening Express showed the Victoria Juniors team sheet 

for a match against ‘Whitchurch Choir’ to be played at The Heath and in all probability this was a 

youth game for a team based at St Mary’s Church in Whitchurch. 

On the 15th November 1902 The Evening Express reported on a local derby against Radyr in a 

good old fashioned way. 
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On the 21st November 1902 The Evening Express published the following Whitchurch team for a 

game against Newport Garrison at Whitchurch: 

Goal - W.A. Campbell 

Full Backs – W. Evans and W. Rowe 

Half Backs – H. Fisher; P. Howells and E. Rigg 

Forwards – W. Richards; H. Alderman; H. Jones; G. Alexander and Jack Jones 

This being a day when Cardiff Albions were scheduled to play Canton and University were to 

play Barry Dock United. 

 

On the 22nd November The Evening Express printed a brief report on a match between 

Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. and ‘Lutons’, (Cardiff Lutons, a local football team). The report went on to 

state: 

 

“In the game...the ball was kicked over the fencing into a field of cabbages and in spite of a 

diligent search, could not be found. The game ended with the ‘Lutons’ leading by three to nil”. 

 

The Evening express published this team on 28th November 1902, for a Whitchurch match 

against Cardiff University, to be played at Whitchurch: 

 

In this game the goalkeeper J. Thomas is named as captain and this is the first time his name is 
seen as goalkeeper for Whitchurch, in previous matches Isaac Thomas was captain and we have 
to wonder whether this was coincidence or that there was some family connection.   

A day later, on the 29th November 1902, The Evening express printed a short article on an 
abandoned Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. match, spoiled by the weather, but passing a critical opinion of 
the state of the Whitchurch pitch:  
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The Evening Express on 1st December 1902 printed the scores of recent matches, with 

Whitchurch losing to Cardiff University, 2 goals; Whitchurch, 1. 

 

One that caught the imagination and seems to have stirred the locals was the return local derby 

between Radyr and Whitchurch. But, it didn’t seem to live up to expectations if this cutting is 

anything to go by, on this occasion, Radyr took the bragging rights: 

The Evening Express 13th December 1902 

 

In the New Year (1903), the games flowed thick and fast. On the 2nd January The Evening 

Express published a list of fixtures in which Whitchurch were scheduled to play away at Canton 

and later that month The Evening Express printed team selections for the weekends fixtures on 

30th January 1903 in which Whitchurch were scheduled to play against Cardiff Corinthians. The 

Whitchurch team that day was: 
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There are still some recognisable and regular names playing for Whitchurch and it is good to see. 

In the follow up, The Evening Express printed this report on 31st January 1903..... 

 
 

 

On 2nd February 1903 The Evening Express printed the scores of local matches with Whitchurch 

drawing 1 – 1 in the ‘Corinthians’ game. 

 

On the 2nd March 1903 Whitchurch lost 1 – 0 against Canton Parish Church. 
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The 7th March 1903 The Evening Express printed a brief report on a match that saw Whitchurch 

lose to United Banks in a tight game: 

 

A few weeks later, on 27th March 1903, The Evening Express gives notice of an away game 

‘Singleton v Whitchurch’, listing the Singleton team only and this presumably is Singleton near 

Newport. 

 

On 2nd May 1903 The Evening express reported under the “Whitchurch” headline that “A team 

has been formed this year at Beulah and a good season is being looked forward to.  – Mr. W. J. 

Lloyd (the old Whitchurch and Llanishen player) has been elected captain, Mr Will Davies, 

secretary and Mr. Arthur Davies, Treasurer”. The old parish boundary of Whitchurch included 

Rhiwbina back in those days, but possibly, the first sign of a neighbouring team and one that also 

seems to be connected to the local church.  

 

There was an announcement of an AGM on 26th August 1903 in The Evening Express which 

gives the impression that things seem to be going well given the young age of the club.  
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There was a good attendance at the meeting and one of the major decisions taken was to run a 

2nd team which again tells us that there must have been a lot of interest in the game here, not just 

that, but it also attracted the interest of some influential people, with the club claiming Mr. J. H. 

Cory as President. 

Before the start of season 1903 – 04 we come across this article published on 25th July 1903 in 

The Evening Express which comments on local sport, mentioning Whitchurch,  

 

Llandaff Yard Rugby Club, Whitchurch Crescents (Rugby) and an optimistic view for the season 

for Whitchurch Football Club (soccer) with an attractive fixture list on offer for the loyal followers 

in the village. 

We don’t hear much about the Whitchurch 2nd s, but there was an interesting and pleasing article 

on 25th September 1903 in The Evening Express which listed the players for a host of games that 
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weekend and among these was the player names for ‘Whitchurch Seconds’ who were scheduled 

to play against ‘Llandaff Rooks’. The line up for Whitchurch was: 

Goal:  J. Phillips 

Backs:  G. Howells and A. Evans 

Half-backs: W. Evans; F. Watson and H. Warwick 

Forwards: G. Broad, R. Edser, T. Lewis (captain), B. Chivers and A.N.Other 

 

With some, like Chivers and Evans, having played 1st team football. 

 

There was also a snippet of information on the 2nd team, published on 23rd October 1903 in the 

Barry Herald, mainly relating to their own local team, it’s not good news for us, but it at least tells 

us that the team was sufficiently successful and well managed to be able to run a 2nd team. 

 

In a Boxing Day publication of the Evening Express dated 26th December 1903 there was a less 

than complimentary report on the team’s game against Corinthians, being highly critical of the  
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team’s organisation and the lack of pride and loyalty on display. That said, we apparently had an 

“excellent ground” and it leaves us wondering where that might have been, perhaps on the old 

Polo Ground? 

It seems that things are not going too well around Christmas 1903, because The Evening 

Express on 28th December printed this unfortunate score: 

 

In 1904 regular matches continued with Whitchurch playing at home against Barry Intermediate 

Old Boys with the Old Boys team being listed in The Evening Express on 11th March.  

It wasn’t all doom and gloom though, in the new year there was a positive outlook provided by 
the newspaper on 23rd January 1904 (The Evening Express) extolling the virtues of the village 
team and with what seems to have been a big contribution from 2nd team players that day, Dan 
Templeton, in goal, stole the show, earning most of the praise. 

 

Not to be outdone, a week later, the players of Whitchurch 2nds had their names published in 

The Evening Express on 29th January 1904 for the team selection against ‘Higher Grade Old 

Boys’,  a match scheduled to be played at Roath Park and suspiciously, a Whitchurch team that 

seemed to have more than just a sprinkling of first team players........... 
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On the 15th February 1904 The Evening Express published a list of results with Whitchurch  

 

comfortably beating United Banks and sharing the page with the illustrious teams of the English 

First Division (as well as Barry Hilltops). 

 

At the beginning of season 1904 – 05 there is a reference to our other Whitchurch team, the 

Y.M.C.A., which was published in The Evening Express on 23rd September 1904 and it gives us 

the team sheet for their match against Canton Villa. 
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Apart from this record and reference as to who represented the Y.M. club back in those days, 

other teams are included to give us a flavour of what teams were around back then, just for the 

sake of interest. The Y.M.C.A. seemed to be attracting a lion’s share of local interest during this 

period because there is very little available on Whitchurch AFC and on 24th September 1904, The 

Evening Express published this short account in praise of some of the Y.M. players:  

 

Noticeably, D. Lloyd has been recruited, a player that had formerly been with Whitchurch 2nds. 

Unfortunately though, the same newspaper of the same date printed a short report on the YM’s 

match against Radyr, the home side seemingly having better prospects for the season than the 

YM. 
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By the 7th October 1904 there is another reference to the Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. team which was 

published in The Evening Express. The team selection for a match against Canton Wesleyans 

being named as follows with some changes from the previous selection shown above, but also 

with some regulars of the Whitchurch AFC team already mentioned: Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. -  

Goal:  J. Phillips 

Backs:  D. Lloyd and W. Elliott 

Half-backs: A. Evans, W. Evans and Dan Elliott 

Forwards: H. Chivers, T. Lewis, D. Davies, T. J. Killin and G. Broad (captain) 

 

More exposure was given to the Y.M. team on 28th October 1904 in The Evening Express for 

their next game against Ashton Crescents. 

 

Unfortunately the Y.M.C.A. side didn’t do too well some weeks later losing away at Radyr 5 – 0 

according to the Evening Express on 14th November 1904. 

  

By the 3rd December 1904 there is further reference to the Y.M.C.A  team published in The 

Evening Express as follows  WHITCHURCH  

 The Whitchurch YM.C.A. gave evidence of a great improvement in form in their  match 

with the second string of Cardiff Y.M.C.A., winning by 4-1. Tom Lewis, the 

 Whitchurch centre forward, was in great form, scoring no less than three times, whilst 

 Broad, the other scorer, was also prominent. A few displays of this kind will re-kindle 

 interest in Soccer locally. The Y.M.C.A., with training and practice, give promise of 

 shaping into a good side.  

 

On the 9th December The Evening Express printed the fixture list for the weekend’s games in 

which Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. were scheduled to play at home against ‘Rhymney Thistles k.o. 3pm. 
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By now the impression given by these archives is that Whitchurch Football Club has met with 

some difficulties, the material available seems only to relate to the Y.M.C.A. team and such an 

observation is further supported by this cutting from the Evening Express on the 16th September 

1905, at the beginning of the 1905 – 06 season contrasting the better prospects for the 

Whitchurch Rugby club: 

 

This brief update seems conclusive, that, for whatever reason, Whitchurch Association Football 

Club was no more and that only the Y.M.C.A. team remained as ‘sole representatives of the 

Soccer code in the village’, the remainder of this report being dedicated to Whitchurch rugby. The 

YM must have had some strength in depth too, on 27th December 1906 The Evening Express 

published the results of recent matches some under the headline ‘Other Association Finals’ and 

amongst them was the scoreline “Whitchurch Y.M.C.A Seconds, 5 goals; Whitchurch Y.M.C.A 

Firsts, 3 goals”. 

The suggestion that it was the end for Whitchurch however, didn’t seem to be the case, although 

scarce, further reports do become available, providing strong evidence that, in fact, it was not the 

end. The Evening Express on 4th November 1905 printed results under the heading ‘Soccer 

Finals’ among them being “Whitchurch, 2 goals; Pontypridd, nil”. On 23rd March 1906 The Barry 

Docks News printed the result of a match between Barry Intermediate Old Boys against 

Whitchurch Y.M.C.A., the YM winning 3 – 0 and just below this report was the next fixture for the 

‘Old Boys’ to be played at the Buttrills (Barry) against Whitchurch. Not only this but The Evening 

Express published a list of fixtures on 21st September 1906 one of which was Barry Docks Albion 

vs Whitchurch – At Barry and on the 22nd September printed the result, a 5 – 0 win for Barry 

Docks, not a great result for the village team, but again, on 21st December 1906 The Evening 

Express printed the Cardiff Corinthians team for a fixture scheduled for Llandaff Fields, against 

Whitchurch. On1st February 1908 The Evening Express printed the results of recent matches 

among them being the scoreline ‘Heath, 4: Whitchurch, 1’ and the same paper printed an entire 
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list of ‘Local Soccer Results’ on 4th January 1909 one of them being “Whitchurch, 4; Penarth 

Church 1”. So things are not quite what they seem.  

It is fair to say however, that from 1905 onwards we get more coverage of the Y.M. team and 

less of the Whitchurch team, typically with this cutting from the Evening Express on the 30th 

September 1905, at the beginning of the 1905 – 06 season: 

 

‘Lewis the home centre forward’ was the star that day, was he the same ‘Lewis’ that had 

previously played for Whitchurch Football Club? 

 

On 23rd March 1906 The Barry Dock News reports that “Barry Intermediate Old Boys were 

defeated by Whitchurch YMCA at Whitchurch last Saturday by three goals to nil”. Showing us 

that at least one Whitchurch team is still worthy of reporting on. 

 

One fixture that might interest us locally was this one in the Evening Express on 10th January 

1910....... ‘Local Soccer Results’  -  St. Vincent’s Cardiff  3   Whitchurch Mental Hospital  1.  

 

We have to accept the uncertainty of all this, there is a notable drop off in reference material 

which could be and probably is down to the demise of the Whitchurch A.F.C. club, but it could 

also be down to the priorities of the newspapers and their reporting resources and it could also 

be down to the present incomplete nature of available archives, maybe a lot more material will 

surface, in time, that will provide us with a more complete picture of what was going on during the 

early part of the 20th C. It’s fair to say, however, that research has been completed on other local 

sports and in a similar way, the research material does become scarce for these as well and at 

the same period. In this case it’s likely that the club which existed at that time lost key personnel, 

not just on the field, but also, off the field, one thing leading to another and their ability to continue 

and evolve was compromised as a result. It also seems possible, judging by the later results 

shown, that they did to continue, but at a lower level with less resources and declining interest. 

There is no indication in any of this that Whitchurch Football Club were involved in any league 

format or cup competition and it seems to be that games were arranged according to status and 

profile in much the same way as the old rugby clubs of this era, a matter for the organising 

committees to get things sorted. 
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For their part, Whitchurch Y.M.C.A. was still going a few seasons later, also having their own 

rugby team at that time. The address for the Whitchurch Y.M.C.A was given as “Y.M.C.A. Hut, 

Church Road” just before the St Mary’s Church Hall and this is believed to be the site on the 

corner of the lane, now occupied by a retail building which, by coincidence, displays the mural of 

our Gareth Bale. (There was a stand-alone ‘dwelling’ on the corner at that time). 

Football continued to flourish within the village with a team from St Mary’s Church having fixtures 

in 1910.  

Just ‘a word to the wise’ for any potential researcher, there was a ‘Whitchurch’ that competed at 

a high level and a prominent club in the early years of the Welsh Cup getting to the final against 

Wellington in 1906 and again in 1907 against Oswestry, both at the Racecourse Ground 

Wrexham. This club however was an English club, Whitchurch, based in Shropshire, formed in 

October 1871 and dissolved in 1985. Other records relate to Whitchurch on the border of 

Herefordshire and Monmouthshire.   

Something to take away from all this is just how well these old newspapers are archived and are 

freely available and accessible for research. Being mindful of just how newspapers have declined 

over recent decades, overtaken by technology - How will your achievements and those of your 

team be seen in 120 years time in the same way that all this was?  Where are your player 

records and achievements saved? How are you adding to the history of football in Whitchurch? 

What can you record now that future generations will be able to see in the future to allow them 

some understanding of just what their ancestors did? We owe them that. 

Hopefully this script can go some way to enhance the reputation of the club by it having a proven 

and long history in the game, having been formed in 1901. Although other clubs have gone on to 

bigger and better things, many, many more have fallen along the wayside. The unpredictable 

nature of the game and the volatility of life itself, is a constant test to all clubs, administrators and 

to all those that govern, not just the individual clubs, but sport in general. Whitchurch Football 

Club is part of this journey and the continuous drive to create a heritage, enrich players and club 

members and to create a lasting legacy, bears testament to the loyalty and dedication of a lot of 

good people.      


