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German Prisoners 

FRONGOCH 
Great preparations are underway for the German 
prisoners who will be arriving during the next few 
weeks.  Around 600 are expected, with about a 
hundred British soldiers needed to guard them.  
Among the 600 it is said that 150 of them are from 
the 'Prussian Guard!' 

THE GERMANS AT FRONGOCH 
At the request of the Chairman, the Magistrates 
Court at Bala passed the following decision: 
'We the Magistrates in the Penllyn District, wish to 
announce that due to a shortage of agricultural 
labourers in the area during the forthcoming harvest, 
and other duties, it would be helpful if the military 
authorities could allow the German prisoners at 
Frongoch to be hired out for the service of the 
farmers in the district. 

FRONGOCH 
The Germans - The buildings of the Whisky Works in 
Frongoch have been taken by the Government to 
incarcerate German prisoners.  Many people are 
already busy preparing the place, and additional 
helpers will come along next week.  It is expected 
that there will be more than a thousand of them.  
They will be guarded by a number of soldiers, and 
barbed electric wires will be placed around the camp.  
It will be illuminated with electric.  The authorities 
expect it will be ready by next Thursday. 
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FRONGOCH 
Burying German Prisoners 
 
Last Tuesday, at Frongoch Cemetary, one of the 
German prisoners who died at the camp from 
pneumonia was buried.  The service was officiated 
by a Catholic priest, and around two hundred 
Germans followed the bier, with a band at the 
front, and a choir.  A large crowd from Bala went to 
see the burial. 

GERMAN PRISONERS ESCAPING FROM 
FRONGOCH 
 
There was excitement in North Wales as news 
spread that four of the German prisoners who 
have by now been over a year at Frongoch, 
near Bala, had escaped.  As could be 
expected, all sorts of tales spread about them 
regarding where had they gone...  Some 
thought that they had gone towards the 
Arenig, others thought that they had gone on 
the road to Cerryg y Drudion [sic] , others 
thought they might have gone to Ysbyty, 
while some others said that they had seen 
them at Talsarnau.  There was no sight or 
sound of them for two days... They were 
tracked in the Ruthin area, but by the 
following day the Llandegla area was full of 
excitement... The policeman Howell Edwards, 
Bwlchgwyn, asked them who they were and 
where had they come from.  They answered 
that they were from Ruthin and used Welsh 
names - William Jones, John Roberts.  The 
policeman said that he believed they were 
prisoners from Frongoch and that he was 
therefore going to arrest them.  They then 
confessed everything, and said that they had 
made a mistake in travelling during the day.  
They were making their way to Liverpool.  
They had in their possession a small map 
outlined on two or three different cards 
showing different locations in North Wales.  
They also had 15p of money and food... 
Having been escorted to Wrexham, they were 
taken back to the camp, where a military 
inspection and punishment will be organised.  
Two of them were over six feet tall. 
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Irish Prisoners 

Y Dydd 
18 June, 1916 

Yr Adsain 
24 October, 1916 

THE IRISH AT FRONGOCH 
Burying German Prisoners 
 
Mr. A. Byrne (N. Dublin) asked Mr. L. Ginnell, 
whether he knew about the delays in the delivery 
of letters and parcels to the Irish (Sinn Feiners) at 
the Frongoch Camp, and that the food which is sent 
to them by their supporters is wasted because of 
the delays.   
Mr Tennant said that the letters and parcels were 
inspected as soon as possible, and that no case of 
food being wasted had been brought to his 
attention.  Arrangements were to be made to 
inspect parcels and letters sooner, and to bring 
themIrish newspapers. 

The National Library of Wales and  
Amgueddfa Cymru-National Museum Wales 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru ac Amgueddfa Cymru 

The North Wales Chronicle and 
Advertiser for the Principality 
 
1 December, 1916 

The North Wales Chronicle and 
Advertiser for the Principality 
 
29 December, 1916 

The National Library of Wales and  
Amgueddfa Cymru-National Museum Wales 


