
Introduction to the 

Swansea Town 

census 

30 March 1851

What can we learn about the place and the 

people from the census?



Let’s find out!

What does this mean…?

How do we know where this is?

What are all the numbers for?

It’s hard to read the writing …



On 21 March 1851 The Cambrian newspaper informed 

the residents of Swansea about the census. What 

happened if you didn’t fill out the form correctly?



Every householder in Swansea received a form like this which 

they had to fill in according to instructions for Sunday night 30 

March 1851. The form was checked and collected later by a 

census enumerator like Mr Rosser.



The census enumerators copied out all the information 

from the Schedules into books. This is a page of one of 

the Census Enumerator’s Books for Wind St. 



What does it all mean? 



Street Name 

& house 

number 

Number 

often not 

recorded

Name & 

surname of 

person 

staying at 

this address 

on the night 

of 30 March 

1851

Folio 

Number

This shows whether 

someone is married 

(Mar), single (U) widowed 

(W when their wife or 

husband has died)

UK county 

& town or 

village 

where 

someone 

was born. If 

born 

outside UK 

then often 

only a 

country is 

given. 

Remember 

that 

countries in 

1851 were 

often known 

by different 

names eg, 

Prussia is 

now part of 

Germany.

Occupation 

Usually not given 

for married 

women

Age on census 

night - separate 

columns for 

males & females

Schedule 

Number -

not the 

same as 

the house 

number

The last column 

was to record 

whether someone 

had a disability -

if they were blind 

or deaf & dumb

This records 

the total 

number of 

houses on this 

page:

I -inhabited 

U - uninhabited

This column shows the 

relationship between the 

people in the house. 

There is always someone 

called the Head of the 

Family, usually the father 

or husband

This records the 

total number of 

males & females 

on this page

“Do” means 

ditto - same 

as above



Let’s meet some of Swansea’s residents in 

1851 …



1. This is the page which records that BERNARD HENESSEY, a watch 

manufacturer who came from Dublin, Ireland, was living at 7 Wind St with his 

wife Elizabeth, 2 sons Bernard and Richard and daughter Bessy who were all 

born in Swansea. Margaret Lucas was nursemaid to the children. 



2. This is the page which records who was working in and staying at the 

Mackworth Arms on the corner of Wind St and Dragon Lane on 30 March 

1851.How many people worked at the hotel? What sorts of jobs did they do? 

How many people were staying there that night and why were they visiting 

Swansea?



3. This is the page which records Ebenezer Pearse, a bookseller,stationer 

and  printer living in 17 Wind St. 



4. & 5. What does the census entry tell us about the number of ways Jane Jones of Anchor 

Court supports herself? What work does her son Philip actually do? 

Next door, Samuel Hughes of Anchor Court almost missed out being recorded in the census! 

Might his occupation have something to do with that?



6. Eliza Richardson was living in Cambrian Place. Why isn’t she listed as the 

Head of the Family? What can you guess about Cambrian Place from this 

page?



7. How many servants does Starling Benson of Gloucester Place have? Is 

Gloucester Place a ‘good address’ do you think?



8. George Gwynne Bird  of Burrows Rd - look at all his occupations!



9. John Williams, lodging in Little Wind St - the entry goes over 2 pages - was this 

house overcrowded? 



10. William Butler was also a lodger in York St. Notice his occupation. Why is he 

remembered today? 



11. & 12.  Hugh Mahony’s name seems to be misspelt in the original census book. 

Can you guess from this and where he came from, how he pronounced his name? 

And the next entry in the census book was a near neighbour, George Grant Francis.  

Note that one of his servants is called Emma Francis. Is she related do you think?



13. This is part of Morris Lane off the High St. Emma Francis’ family lived here. What 

did her father do? Swansea Museum has recreated the character of her sister Alice. 

Note that half the houses in Morris Lane are uninhabited - why do you think that 

might be?



You can use Peoples Collection Wales to find out more about these 13 people and 

the 1851 Census of Swansea. Visit Swansea Museum and the National Waterfront 

Museum to see objects that belonged to some of these people. Meet actors 

recreating Mr Rosser, a Swansea Census Enumerator and Alice Francis of Morris 

Lane. There are school workshops at both museums on Victorian Swansea and its 

people.

http://www.swanseamuseum.co.uk/

http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/swansea/

http://www.swanseamuseum.co.uk/
http://www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/swansea/

