
STEELTOWN
STORYBOOK A project by the children and

young people of Port Talbot.

CHILDREN’S CHAPTER





For a long time, the story of Port Talbot has been told
mostly by adults but what does the town look like if
you’re only ten years old? A team from Swansea
University set out to find out, teaming up with 300
children aged 7–11 from local primary schools.

We wanted to make sure that as Port Talbot goes through
big changes, the young people living here aren't just
watching from the sidelines, but are the ones holding the
pen. Through photography, podcasts, and messy
brainstorming sessions, these co-researchers showed us
their Port Talbot; a place of beaches, mountain
adventures, and deep connections with family and friends.

This zine is a collection of that imagination. You’ll find
posters drawn by the children that capture everything
from their pride in steeltown roots to their dreams of a
greener, cleaner, and more "ecwul" (equal) future for
everyone.

This is a celebration of what makes this town home and
what it means to be from Port Talbot.
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Add your own poster for Port Talbot here!



If there is one thing this project has proven, it is that the
children of Port Talbot are so much more than just
spectators of the town’s history - they are the ones
ready to lead its next chapter. Their visions for the
future are bright, bold and hopeful.

By sharing these posters, we aren't just showing off
some great artwork; we are highlighting a child-first
approach for what communities can become if you listen
to young people. These young co-researchers have
reminded us that a thriving Port Talbot is one where
they feel safe to explore, where nature is protected, and
where their imaginations are taken seriously.

We would like to thank the Arts and Humanities
Research Council’s Impact Acceleration Award for the
funding to be able to carry out this project.



If you travel through town to Ynys Street, you can see
the biggest physical legacy of this project right above
(and under) you on the motorway’s pillars. The M4
underpass has long been seen as a symbol of division in
Port Talbot, but the children were able to reclaim that
space and turn it into something that represents them
instead.

Using the ideas and stories gathered during our
workshops, these murals were co-designed to represent
a living, breathing narrative of Port Talbot through local
children's eyes:

The designs reflect the children's active relationship with
their environment, from the mountains and rivers to the
beach. Rather than focusing only on the adult-centric
past, these murals serve as a permanent, public archive
of youth identity and aspirations.

These murals are a direct call to action and a reminder
that the next generation shouldn't just have their history
handed to them; they should be the ones painting it.





For more information about the
project, please contact:

Emily Adams:
emily.adams@swansea.ac.uk

Dr Michaela James:
m.l.james@swansea.ac.uk
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