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IIWRODUCTION 

E a r l y i n 1975> "the former Cowbridge Boroiigh Council'commissioned 
H.M.R.Burgess + P a r t n e r s to prepare designs f o r a development of 
Grouped F l a t l e t s to meet the needs of l e s s a c t i v e e l d e r l y and 
disab l e d people on what was then known as Tuckers F i e l d i n 
Cowbridge. The Council's b r i e f was i n general to provide two 
person, s i n g l e bedroom f l a t s f o r a minimum of twenty f o u r 
r e s i d e n t s , w i t h a proportion of the dwellings being designed 
s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h the d i s a b l e d i n mind. 

The design of the f l a t s were to comply w i t h the mandatory 
minimxim standards f o r a l l L o c a l A u t h o r i t y Housing f o r o l d people 
set down by the Welsh O f f i c e . D i s c u s s i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d the 
Council's c u r r e n t o p e r a t i o n a l p o l i c i e s and developed d e t a i l e d 
requirements. These took i n the s p e c i f i c a t i o n of m a t e r i a l s , methods 
of r e f u s e c o l l e c t i o n the a p p l i c a t i o n of c a r parking standards, and 
decisions on the type and method of he a t i n g . 

The s i t e l i e s to the north of Eastgate on land between Cowbridge and 
the Bye-Pass. A p a r t of the s i t e was subsequently developed f o r 
p r i v a t e housing as an ex t e n t i o n to Druids Green and the R i v e r Thaw 
passes near the western boundary of the s i t e . T h i s l o c a t i o n i s i d e a l 
as a s i t e f o r a development f o r the e l d e r l y i n t h a t i t l i e s c l o s e to 
the oantre of Cowbridge while a t the same time being adjacent to other 
r e s i d e n t i a l development and a f f o r d s p l e a s a n t views of the sizrrounding 
countryside. 

Discussions took p l a c e a t an e a r l y stage w i t h the then Glamorgan 
County Council before plans were approved by the Borough Council i n 
A p r i l 1975- P l a n n i n g permission was r e c e i v e d i n June 1975 and 
con s u l t a t i o n s and approvals w i t h the Housing D i v i s i o n of the Welsh 
O f f i c e weiEsought and obtained during t h i s period. 

Tenders were r e c e i v e d i n December 1975 as a r e s u l t of which 
Messrs.R.T.(Contractors) L t d of Cowbridge were nominated as General 
Contractors and work began on s i t e i n May 1974> "two months a f t e r the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the p r o j e c t had t r a n s f e r r e d to the new Vale of 
Glamorgein Borough C o u n c i l . Dioring the c o n s t r u c t i o n period c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
have continued w i t h the O f f i c e r s of the Vale of Glamorgan B o r o u ^ 
Council and c e r t a i n minor amendments have been incorporated i n t o the 
scheme as a r e s i i l t of these c o n s i i l t a t i o n s . 



T H E PROJECT 

While the Tuckers F i e l d s i t e was considered w e l l s u i t e d f o r 
r e s i d e n t i a l development f o r the e l d e r l y i t was a l s o an 
important s i t e i n t h a t i t was c l o s e to t h a t p a r t of Cowhridge 
where c o n s i d e r a t i o n has to be given to the need f o r c o n s e r v a t i o n 
of the e x i s t i n g environment. I t s n a t u r a l q u a l i t i e s are important 
i n terms of v i s u a l amenity. E a r l y d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h the P l a n n i n g 
A u t h o r i t y ( t h e then Glamorgan County C o u n c i l ) had i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
as f a r as v;as p o s s i b l e , the development of the s i t e should be 
d e a l t with comprehensively. The r e l a t i o n s h i p with the adjacent 
p r i v a t e housing was considered from the outset. 

The shape and form of the b u i l d i n g t h e r e f o r e r e f l e c t s not only the 
n e c e s s i t y of developing a f u n c t i o n a l and economical plan s u i t e d to 
the needs of i t s r e s i d e n t s , but a l s o an attempt to i n t e g r a t e the 
development i n t o i t s immediate surroundings. 

TJie b u i l d i n g , i n c l u d i n g the Warden's accommodation and the communal 
f a c i l i t i e s can accommodate up to f i f t y t h r ee people which predetermines 
the s c a l e of the b u i l d i n g . I n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the S e r v i c e Consiiltant 
i t became apparent a t an e a r l y stage t h a t although each r e s i d e n t would 
have independent c o n t r o l w i t h i n each f l a t the s c a l e of development 
l e n t i t s e l f to a c e n t r a l so\irce f o r the h e a t i n g system. There was a l s o 
the n e c e s s i t y to p l a n f o r c a r parking spaces to meet the standards se t 
down by the Planning A u t h o r i t y . 

The A r c h i t e c t u r a l s o l u t i o n sought to maintain an e s s e n t i a l l y domestic 
ch a r a c t e r to the b u i l d i n g w h i l e at the same time meeting the o p e r a t i o n a l 
requirements of a reasonably l a r g e two s t o r e y development. T h i s has been 
done by arranging the accommodation around three sides of an open coiort 
thus v i s u a l l y breaking down the mass of the b u i l d i n g ; by a considered 
arrangement of s i n g l e s t o r e y and double st o r e y pitched roof areas and 
by the use of r e s t r a i n e d and simply d e t a i l e d 'domestic' d e t a i l s such as 
bay windows and timber boarding. 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n i s e s s e n t i a l l y two s t o r e y t r a d i t i o n a l of load bearing 
blockwork, f i n i s h e d e x t e r n a l l y i n spar-dash render w i t h dark coloured 
concrete t i l e d p i t c h e d r o o f s . The suspended f l o o r i s c o n s t r i c t e d of 
r e i n f o r c e d concrete and the roof i s supported on p r e f a b r i c a t e d timber 
t r u s s e s . 
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The accommodation c o n s i s t s of twelve s i n g l e hedroomed two person 
f l a t s f o r the d i s a b l e d and e l d e r l y on the ground f l o o r , and twelve 
s i n g l e bedroomed two person f l a t s f o r the e l d e r l y only on the f i r s t 
f l o o r . The communal f a c i l i t i e s comprise a l a r g e lounge w i t h a small 
communal k i t c h e n , and there i s a l i u n d r y , a s i n g l e person guest room, 
s t o r e s and a b o i l e r room to accommodate the p l a n t f o r the c e n t r a l 
h e a t i n g system. The warden has a s e l f contained three bedroomed 
f l a t which w i t h the communal f a c i l i t i e s takes up one side of the 
'court' and there i s a warden's o f f i c e f o r day time use on the 
ground f l o o r . 

Three of the f l a t s on the ground f l o o r have been designed s p e c i f i c a l l y 
f o r the d i s a b l e d but a l l f l a t s i n matters such as the height of 
worktops and the d i s p o s i t i o n of windows have considered the needs of 
the e l d e r l y and the d i s a b l e d . The f l a t s a re s e l f contained and c r e a t e 
the r i g h t f e e l i n g of independence f o r the r e s i d e n t s as each f l a t 
contains a l i v i n g / d i n i n g room, a k i t c h e n , bedroom and bathroom opening 
o f f a p r i v a t e hallway. The f l a t s are d i s p e r s ed each side of a c e n t r a l 
c o r r i d o r which f o l l o w s around the three s i d e s of the b u i l d i n g . The 
use of painted f a i r f a c e d blockwork and the general modelling of t h i s 
c o r r i d o r c r e a t e s v i s u a l i n t e r e s t f o r the r e s i d e n t s . The c o r r i d o r s 
and the enclosed s t a i r c a s e s take the r e s i d e n t s to and from the commimal 
f a c i l i t i e s which ensure the opportunity f o r adequate s o c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n 
w h i l s t s t i l l maintaining t h e i r independence. 

The f i n i s h e s w i t h i n the b u i l d i n g have been chosen against the c r i t e r i a 
of t h e i r s u i t a b i l i t y f o r e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s . The choice of f i n i s h e s 
and colours e x t e r n a l l y were chosen so as to be reasonably maintenance 
f r e e and a l s o to blend w i t h the grey stone and s l a t e t r a d i t i o n s of 
Cowbridge i t s e l f . Entrances to the b u i l d i n g are ramped.Ribbed quarry 
t i l e s give these ramps added non s l i p q u a l i t i e s . They l i n k w i t h the 
e x t e r n a l paving f i n i s h e s which have been kept reasonably simple to 
maintain the domestic c h a r a c t e r of the b u i l d i n g and i t s s i t e . 

Residents are encouraged to f u r n i s h the f l a t s f o r themselves but 
f u r n i t \ i r e and cairpeting w i t h i n the communal areas i s p a r t of the 
L o c a l A u t h o r i t y ' s p r o v i s i o n . Landscaping i s i n i t i a l l y e s s e n t i a l l y 
l i m i t e d but i t i s hoped t h a t there w i l l be an ongoing development of 
s o f t landscaping so t h a t the j u d i c i a l i n t r o d u c t i o n of t r e e s and bushes 
w i l l f u r t h e r e x p l o i t the p a s t o r a l q u a l i t y of the s i t e which s t i l l e x i s t s 
even though the b u i l d i n g i s so c l o s e to the centre of Cowbridge. 

Resi d e n t s ' f l a t s are l i n k e d to the warden's accommodation by an alarm 
c a l l system. L i g h t i n g and h e a t i n g have been provided to meet r e q u i s i t e 
standards of l e v e l s of i l l u m i n a t i o n and comfort. 
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