
COvffiEIDGE, 
J u l j o 8th-^l946. 

S i r , 

The Councils of the Borough and R u r a l D i s t r i c t of Gov/hridge 

have met v^ithin recent months to consider what a l t e r a t i o n i n the s t a t u s 

of houndaries of our L o c a l Government areas' i s d e s i r a b l e i n the l i g h t 

of present day developments i n t h i s sphere of L o c a l G-overnment„ 

These a l t e r a t i o n s have l e d them to acknowledge t h a t the 

Borough Council w i t h i t s slender f i n a n c i a l r e s e r v a t i o n s i s quite 

incapa"b4.e of standing up to the ever i n c r e a s i n g demands a r i s i n g out of 

post war l e g i s l a t i o n s . I f one i s to judge from present trends L o c a l 

Government a c t i v i t y i s to he so speeded up that the Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e 

machine which t h i s small Borough i s able to a f f o r d must i n e v i t a b l y 

and very soon break down under the s t r a i n . 

T h i s weakness of the Borough's A d m i n i s t r a t i v e machine has 

been apparent to Members and O f f i c i a l s of both A u t h o r i t i e s w i t h 

i n c r e a s i n g f o r c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y during the War yearso Emergency s e r v i c e 

which f e l l to the l o t of L o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s i-mposed much too great a 

s t r a i n on a very r e s t r i c t e d S t a f f and the Town Council^, much against 

i t s w i l l was forced to hand over the i ^ e e p o n s i b i l i t y f o r each s e r v i c e i n 

t u r n to the R u r a l D i s t r i c t s Within recent y e a r s too^ by Agreement 

w i t h the R u r a l D i s t r i c t a l l the main P u b l i c Health and F i n a n c i a l 



Pun.::iioxis o.f X'.. I'O'wn uouncix are '.-.arrma uai^ i:\ux-ax w i x x u x a ^ o o . 

T h i s complete dependence one A u t h o r i t y upon 

another^ liesides being i n t r i c a t e from the point of view of F i n a n c i a l 

Administration brings w i t h i t f o r the Borough Council at l e a s t , a 

f e e l i n g of impotence and general r e s t l e s s n e s s . L o c a l f e e l i n g i n 

t h i s small market town i s running high because i t i s f e l t that i t can 

no longer look to the Council i t s e l f f o r the s e r v i c e s which i t should 

by law providep but quite c l e a r l y t h e i r p r o v i s i o n i s quite beyond 

i t s reach. Even the e x i s t i n g proposal f o r the e r e c t i o n of some 36 

houses i n t h i s l a t e s t housing driA'-e w i l l mean an annual a d d i t i o n i n 

r a t e of lOd i n the £, i n c i d e n t a l l y the Councils f u l l premium enviseges 

the e r e c t i o n of a f u r t h e r 50 houseSo 

Now the Cowbridge Borough i s the n a t u r a l centre of a 

r i c h a g r i c u l t u r a l area and i t can be e s t a b l i s h e d beyond a l l doubt 
•t 

t h a t i t i e the desire of the i n h a b i t a n t s both i n s i d e and outside 

the Borouglx that t h i s area and Cowbridge, w i t h a l l i t s great h i s t o r i c a l 

heritage at the centre, should by proeees of Boundary adjustments be 

permitted to become an e f f i c i e n t u n i t f o r L o c a l Government Administration' 
I 

Both Councils f e e l t h a t t h i s can only be achieved by 

enlarging the Municipal Borough of Cowbridge to include a l l the 

Boundary now administered by the Adjoining R u r a l D i s t r i c t . Such an 

enlarged Borough, can represent what has now become to be known as a 

"well placed communityy the northern area i s r i c h i n minerals and ^ 
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there we f i n d the mining of cool i n our artfa^ At S t . Athan, i n the 

South, there i a l o c a t e d a Itxrge permanent R,A-P, T r a i n i n g S t a t i o n , 

furthermore i t i e a l s o l e a r n t t h a t a C i v i l a i r - p o r t i s now about to 

he e s t a b l i s h e d i n the P a r i s h of Llandow, which i s s i t u a t e only some 

three m i l e s from the town of Gowbridge i t s e l f * P i n a l l y , surrounding 

the Town a wide b e l t of the r i c h e s t A g r i c u l t u r a l land i n the County 

i s to be foundo 

What i s more, these recent important developments 

r e f e r r e d to i n the pr e v i o u s paragraph have a l t e r e d r a d i c a l l y the 

jt r e l a t i o n of Cowbridge to the fsui-rounding R u r a l A u t h a r i t y , indeed 

Cowbridge town has now become the e s s e n t i a l p i v o t a l centre f o r the 

Administration of the whole D i s t r i c t o 

Aocordingly, these two Councils are of opinion that 

the time i s more than r i p e f o r an a l t e r a t i o n of bouhdariee along the 

l i n e s i n d i c a t e d above and asking the Commission to take steps under 

Section 2 B of the L o c a l Government Boundary Commission Act 1945 to 

giye approval to the foregoing proposals and to t r e a t t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n 

a s one having s p e c i a l p r i o r i t y o 

We b e l i e v e t h a t by such aotion a strong and e f f i c i e n t 

u n i t w i l l be set up t h a t w i l l ensure the p r o v i s i o n f o r adequate and 

urgently needed s e r v i c e s f o r the 'JJown of Cowbridge and at the ssme 

time inorease the s f f i o i e n t Administration of i n t e a r a l ar-An whir.h -Pflfe-h 


