TOWH CLALRK'S OFIPICL,
COWBRIDGE .

July. 8th=1946,

/ Sir,
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The Councils of the Borough and Rural bistrict of Cowbridge
have met within recent months to consider what a;tgration in the status

: of boundaries of our Locel Government areas is desirable in the light J
‘of present day developments in this sphere pf_Local Government. | - ﬂ
These alterations heve led them %o scknowledge that the
Borough Council with its slender financial reservaetions is quite
incapable of standing up to the ever increasing demends arising out of
post wax iegislations° If one is to judge from present trends Locsl
Government activity is to be so Speeded“up thet the Administrative
machine which this small Borough is able to afford must inevitably
and very soon breek down under tﬁe strain,
This weakness df the Borough's Administrative machine has
been appareﬁt to Members and Officials of both Authorities with N
{
increasing force, particularly during the War years. Emergency services ‘!
| | }
which fell to the lot of Local Authorities imposed much too great a
strain on a very restricted Steff and the Town Council, much against
its will was forced to hand over the responsibility for each service in

turn to the Rural District, Within recent years foo, by Agreement

with the Rural District all the main Public Health and Financial




Funovirons ol the ZTOoWnR LOULOLL GL G UGLILIEU URLTHY SMGLEL Vbt Md S so
This complete deﬁendaHCc >f one Autherity upon

another, Besides being intricete from the point of view of Pinancisal

Administration brings with it for the Borough Council at least, a

‘feeling of impotence and general restlessness. Loceal feeling in

this small market ‘town i8 running high because it is felt that it cen

no longer look to the Council itself for the services which it should

by law provide, but quite clearly their provision is quite beyond

its reach, BEven the existing proposal for the erection of some 36

housed in this latest housing drive will mean an annual addition in

rete of 10d in the £, incidentally the Councils full premium enviseges

the erection of a further 50 houses.

Now the Cowbridge Borough is the natural centre of &

rich agricultural area and it can bhe established beyond all doubt
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thet it ie the desire of the inhabit;nts both inside and outsidé
the Borough that this area and Cowbridge, with a8ll its great historical
heritage at the centre, should by procees of Boundary adjustments be
permitted to become an efficient unit for Local Government Administrationf

Both Counecils feel that this can only be achieved by
enlarging the Municipal Borough of Cowbridge to include all the

Boundary now sdministered by the Adjoining Rural District. Such an

enlarged Borough, can represent what has now become to be known as a

v
) s b,

"well placed community} the northern area is rich in minerals and
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the?e we £ind the mining of coal in our &rge. At St. Athen, in the
South, there is located & lerge permanent R.A.F. Training Station,
furthermore i% is almo learnt that a @ivid air-pgrt is now aﬁout tb
bt established in the Parish of Llandow, whith is situate only some
three miles Lrom the town of Cowbridge itself. Finall&, surroundgng
the Town & wide belt of the richest Agriculturel land in the County
is to be found.,

What is more, these recent important developments
referred to in the previous paragraph have altered radigelly the
relation of Cowbridge Ho the murrounding Rural Autharity, indeed
Cowbridge town he® now be¢ome the essential pivotel centre for the
Administration o£ the whole District.

Accordingly, these two Councils are of opinion thet
the time is more than ripe for an alteration of bouhdaries along the
lines indicated above and asking the Commission to teke steps under
Segtion @ B of the Local Government Boundary Commission Aet 1945 to
give approveal to the foregoing'prOPOsals and %o treat this application
as one having special priority.

We believe that by sueh aftion a stxong and efficient
unit will be set up that will ensure the provision for édequate and. ;
urgently needpd servites for the Toﬁn of Cowbridge and at the same

+ime ihnoreace the effimient Adminigstration of ihteoral arean whieh o=



