
BOROITGH OF CO?f BRIDGE. 

ANMAL .RgPOHT OF -THE MSI-IQAL _OgFTCER QF HEALTH, 

May 1939 

'.'35 Ciiaiman end Mem'bei-'B of the Puhlic Health 
Committee of the Borough of Gowbridge. 

V have the honour to submit fo2- your consideration m;-. 
iUii. 3, u Report for t h ^ year 1938 whic-i I have drawn up on the 

3i : i'ldicated i n Circi.ilar 19̂ :8 (Waies-| of the Welsh Board 

c O i l t h : -

•E:, [M; A^ 

J?.. :• [ vi'CCS AND SOCIAL COJOJITIONS OF i'HE AlffiA, 
.-iJbSSii J-H G t O i T G S ) O o o 0 3 O o o o o c e a e o a o © 84 <». 

/estimated Population (Registrar G e n e r a l ) o o , . o.l036 
:Jumber of inhabited houses ao^-orcing to 

the Rate Book... . c . • « . . , o « ... 289 
3u}D. represented by a Peiiny Rate £22.. 
;^iateable Yalue of D i s t r i c t , . c o ,,£5397, 

a 

.n • a 

The Borough of Covibi-idge i s a small Market Town 
large a g r i c u l t u r a l ai-ea. As there are no large 

:,rxea i n the D i s t r i c t , most of the men i n constant employr• 
I v/ork outside the D i e t r i o t . j)uring the year under revievv 
:mt,:nt has been available at the Air Base i n St .Athan and the 

i n course of construction at Waterton i n the Penybont Eur u 

FROM VITAJJ STATISTICS OF Tmi TEAR. 

t:'.i-

The follov.'ing s t a t i s t i c s furnished by the Regis i,rf. 
Rslate t-o the net bi r t h s and deaths within the Boroigh 

c (^rreotion for inward and outwr-rd t r a n s f e r s :-

l i r t l i s (Legitimate) 
;:i j-ths ( I l l e g i t i m a t e ) 
J 2 "fcllS e e o « * o • » 0 o 

Total I J ^ l s Female B i r t h Rate per 1 OQO 
12 
2 
2 

•: a l l ages ) ,. ,», „. . 16 

from puerperal causes:-

" I 

2 

11 

9 
2 

Puerperal sepsis,.. 
Other puerperal c a u B t j s =, 

S A C 

t p * 

13.5 

Death Rate 

N i l . 
N i l . 

. Of.-; I-l£,te of Infants under One Tear, of age; -

Fumber of Deaths., ».l Infent Mortality Rate,,.. 71.0 

] 

1 ')£1. 

• • * 
C © O 

' from Cancer ( a l l a g e s ) . o . 

; from Measles ( a l l ages).. 
from T/Vhooping Cou-gh ( a l l ages-| • , o e . , o 

. from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age)... 

a s ® 

t o o 

• • e 

o • a 

3 
m i . 
mi„ 
N i l , 



The t o t a l number of deaths of residents of the Borough 
(lUring the year 1 9 3 8 was 1 6 . This i s equivalent to a death-rate 
of i 5 o 4 on an estimated population of 1 , 0 3 6 (Registrar General), 
•he death-rate for the year under review i e 3 . 5 lower than the 
leath rate for the year 1 9 3 7 , ai\ i s 3 . 8 higher than the Rate 
::or England and Wales for the year 1 9 3 8 . 

The following talble shovs the number of deaths during the 
yee.r under the veirious causes:-

Cause of death Male Female Total, 

..i&art Disease... 

Circulatory Diseases 
PrLftumonia 
"nfluenza 
.^JjQonary Tuberculosis 
'iolence ... ,. 
: i l defined ... 

• * a 

• t • 

• • • e 

o o t • 

• • • 
• • • 

e fl • 

• « o 

2 

3 
1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

X 

1 

1 

Totals 1 1 5 1 6 

SJjCTIQN B. Q35NERAL PROVISION OF WJ/m SLRVICES WITHIN THE AREA 

The following are the Fablio Health Officers serving under 
ihe Local Authority:-

Medical Officer of Health (part time):-
Dr.D.J.Evans, M.R,G,S,,(Eng) L.R,C„P.,(London) M.O.H. 

Sanitary Inspector;-
C l i f f o r d Morgan, Sanita:-y Inspector's C e r t i f i c a t e of 
the Royal Sanitary I n s t i t u t e and Sanitary Inspector's 
Joint Board: 

Health V i s i t o r : fPart-timp) 
Miss E. Rymer, S.R.N., O.M.B., C e r t i f i c a t e of the Royal 
Sanitary I n s t i t u t e f o r Health V i s i t o r s . 

LABORATORY F A C I L I T I E S ; 

As there are ho laboratory f a c i l i t i e s within the D i s t r i c t ^ 
.•j.3r:*angement3 have been made fo r the examination of pathological 
niul bacteriological speoim.ens a'o the Cardiff and County Public 
loa l t h Laboratory, The Parade, "^ardiff o 

JI3ULANCE FACILITIES. 

The l o c a l authority contributes towards the Bridgend 
Ifjolation Hospital and the infeotious disease ambulance of t h i s 
l o s p i t a l i s available, when nec3ssnr;T, for the removal of 
..irfectioua oases from the D i s t r i c t to the Hospital. 

1 
No ambulance i s available within the D i s t r i c t for n c n -

iiifeotious and accident oases. vVhenever an a^nbulance i s required 
f o r these cases arrangements are made vuth the S t . John, 



This sarvioe ua.^ 

TREATMENT GBNTHES AND C L X K I C L . 

There are no c l i n i c s or trcri.nunt centres established unde.i 
the authority. Residents of the Boioagn desiring to a v a i l 
themselhes of these services i^ay v i s i t the Child Welfare Centre, 
Tuberculosis and Veneral Clirdos at Bridgend or Pontypridd. 

HOSPITALS 

a fc-iLuated i n the D i s t r i c t . 

FEVER. 
Bridgend Isola'oion Hc)a;)itrl end caB( 
disease ooc'^u'riikg i n tie i r e a , and i n ;vhioh Hospxoal 
treatinent i s ^eoirahle,, ai-e admitted to t h i s HospJtal, 

SMALLPOX. The Local Authority alkso contributes towards \he 
Bridgend Smallpox Eospita? 

GENERAL HOSPITAL, Patients frora Vie D i s t r i c t doi^iring 
Hospital treatment are adriitted either to the Bridgen',' 
D i s t r i c t General Hospital, or the Cardiff i"?.oyal 
I n f irmar:^. 

TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL. A Tuberculosis C l i n i c established unfier 
^ the King Edward V l l Welsh National Memorial i« 

situated at Bridgend ebouii s i x miles from the Borough, 
Suspected oases are examined at the C l i n i c , and i f 
necessary arrangemente are made for the admission of 
infected persons to one of the various sanatoria 
under the control of the Association. 

LIATERNITY HOSPITAL. When nt cossery, expectant Mothers ai-
admitted to ei t h e r the Cardiff or Bridgend Infirmar 

HEALTH VIS IT Il^fQ; The following: v i s i t s iw-sre made by the Hea. a 
V i s i t o r during tho yet.r under consideration:-

Number of Children on Re£iGter,.o . o . 
Number of children unuer 1 year., . , c 
Number of children between 1 &; 3 years 
Number of children between 3 & 5 years 
Total n\imber of v i s i t i i during the year 

Niimber of children l e f t D i s t r i c t o o . .. 

SECTION C. SANITARY OIRGUMSTANCE.?. OF n.'HB! AREA. 

0 0 . 

, . 0 

9 ' • 
• 0 0 

31, 
19 

359 
4 

Watf.ro A constant water ;jupply i s provided f o r the Borou,'?;h 
?r;m"the llains of the Mid-Glb.-^orgm Vfeter Board, " ' re 
taken quarterly and submitted for chomioal and baoteriological 
analyses. The repoi'ts of the an^lyat have been s a t i s f a c t o r y . 
There are three dwelling-houses 7.ithin the D i s t r i c t which are imt 
connected to the watsr mains. The ^vpply i n two cases i s obtained 
from rain-water storage tanks and i n the case of the other the 
supply i s obtained from a w e l l . Samples -̂ êr© taken from these 
supplies and the r e s u l t s showed the •7ater to be s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE. '̂ he di ainage system of the Borough i s 
very unsatisfactory and with the exception of the modern houses 
which are drained into cesspools, and a section of tht older houses 
which connect up with a drain which discharges crude sevc;ge into 
the River Thaw, we are dependant on the antiquated P a i l an5 Privj^-

,3 



midden syatem. 

As i n preTious ropprts I urast again point out that the 
present erystem of sev/'o.ge diBpoaal i s a p t t e n t i a l dr.nger to the 
P i h l i c Health and muat again emp^iasize the urgent need of proTiding 
a proper system of sewers. 

WBRS AllD .ST.^mS. The course of the Riyer Thaw flows -Gtrough the 
Di s t r i c t " an!d enters the sea at Aoerthaw approximately s i x m i l e s 
f i O J . the Town of Gowbridge. Ae I have p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d crude 

water from houses discharge into the 

ler revievv two pri-vy-
middens viere substituted by water-closets connection with o e B B p i t a 
The following table shews the prasent closet accommodatic 
Borough:-

Water Closets connected to cesspools... 
Closets connected to the Town Drain ... 
Closets emptying direct irbo uha River. 
P a i l C l o s e t s • • » ••• ' o o 
Middens 

1 2 6 

4 6 

5 

1 8 

1 7 0 

I'JBDIG. CLEAt!TSiyG. The Local Authority contract with a l o c a l 
tradesman for the removal of house refuse. The refuse i s collected 
twice we,;kly and disposeci of, at a disused qua&fcy about three miles 
outside whe d i s t r i c t . 

A •^anitai^'- Cart i s kept bj t}-a l o c a l Authority and i s 
sveAlabl!^ for the use of inhabitants of the Town f o r the purpose 
of reii ; the contents of cest po I s and disposing of i t by 
e.-mptyi .,. . ,'er a g r i c u l t u r a l land. 

AJilTARI INS I W J ION OF THE AREA. Sanitary Inspection of the 
' r-' Fs" isa-fled out by the Sanitar,; Inspector and myself. 

b i i ' . ^ . The Sanitary Inspector liolds the appointment of Shops 
"i-nspectc f and periodical inspeQtioiis are made to see that the 
requireE.3nts of the Shops Act 1034 are carried out. 

f;MOKE AlATBMENT^ The Borough i s situated i n the centre of an 
"i.gricult i r a l areia where there ai-e J L O large f a c t o r i e s and the 
..uestior. of smoke nuisances dp 'ot a r i s e . 

oWIMMINC- 3ATHS iOu) POODS. The Lo(;al Authority has control over one 
"iiwimming; pool which i s constructed i n the bed of the River Thaw. 
The flov,' of water through the pool i s continuous and every year i t 
i.s dried and cleansed. During the Summer months a Caretaker i s 
in attendance at the pool, 

30E00LS.. There are tvjo Schools within the Boroughs The 
!3owbridj;s Grammar School i s situat'? i n the centre of the Town. 
A cpnstunt supply of water i s I x i d on. During the year 4 cases of 
sc a r l e t fever oocurred at the School. 

The Cowbridge Gmnoil Soiool i s situated on Broadway and i s 
served v i t h a constant supply of v^ater. The Sanitary arrangements 
consist of a system of p a i l c losets, separate f o r sexes, and two 
ur i n a l s . Provision I s made fo r the regular removal of the p a i l 
content: which are burried 

0 *c o 



gSCTIOJi D. I,.jJSIITa> 

1, Inapeotiona of 5\?;elliris,—A0U3e:." guring the year:-
(1) (a) Numher of dwcjllinf.-hcuaea inspected for 

housing dafeotf? (under I i i h l i o Health or 
Hosuing A c t s ) . . . o . . o < 

(b) Number of in^spectionc made f o r the 

(£) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under 
sub-head (1) above, ?;hiqh were inspected and 
recorded under th? Housing Consolidated 
Begulati ons, IggS .ajad. 

;b) Niimbejc of inspections: mad4 f o r .rpose 

93 

153 

N i l . 

(5) 

(4) 

Number of dwellinohouses found to be i n a state 
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be 
urjfi t f o r human hcbiiation o o o o o » . . o o o . 

Number of dwellinr-hcuses (exclusive of those 
referred to under the preceding sub-head) 
fo-und not to be i n a i l respects reasonably-
f i t for hiiman habitationo o . o o o o o . o o o . 12 

Remedy of defects during the Tear without Service of 
fcrraal notices 

Nimiber of defective (welling'houses rendered f i t 
i n conseq^uence of iniormal action by the Local 
Authority or thei::' Orficerso, c o o o o 

Action under Sta'butoiT Pouer during the Year:-

(a) Proceedings under; se tions 9,10 and 16 of 
the Hcjusing Act, :-93;: 

(1) Number of dwe.'.lir.g houses i n respect of which 
notices wsr sorv d requiring repairs 

(2) Number of dwelli:ig-houses which were rendered 
f i t a f t e r s e r v i c - of formal notices:-

> • c o a 0 

N i l . 

ta) By 0«ne'.'So . o o . . o , . » . . . . . ... o N i l . 

(a) By Local ALthority i n default of Owners N i l . 

(b) Proceedings undev Publie Health Acts: 

(1) Number of dwelling-houses i n respect of which 
notices were oer ed requiring defects to be 
romedied e . o ... o o o o o o ... o o o . o . 

(2) Number of dwe: 11ing-houses i n which defects 
were remedied af.er service of formal notices. 

(a) By Owners...» o o o . o o o . o ... 
(b) By Local Authority i n default of Owners 

(c) Proceedings und-^r cections 11 and 13 of the 
Housing Act, 1936: 

(1) Nvimber of d.7el ling-houses i n respect of 
which Demolition Orders were made -> 

( 2 ) N-umber of dwel'.Ling-houses demolished i n 
pursuance of Demolition Orders • N i l 

.5, 



(d) Proceedings under Section 1 3 of the Housing Act, 1936 

(1) Kumher of separate 1. sneaents or undergoiuid 
rooms i n respect of which Closing 
Orders were made ».« » . > ... ... ... . = c K i l 

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground 
rooms i n respect of which Closing Orders were 
determined, the tenement or room having been 
rendered f i t . . . „ . „ o , . ... ,.. ... . o . N i l 

:L, Housing Act, 1 9 3 6 . Part IV - Cverorowding:-

(a) (1) Number of dwelling houses overcrowded 
at the end of^jreftr . o c 

( 2 ) i-'uiriler cf families dwelling therein • o o o o o 

(3) Number pf persons c-.^elling therein .... „ o , 24 

(b) Number of new oases of overcrowding reported 
during the year o . o o . . . . » o o o o . . o . o . . o o N i l 

(c) (1) Himiber of cases of overcrowding relieved 
during the y e a r . o . . . . o . . . o . . . . . o . . . 3 

(2-1- Number of persons concerned i n such cases o . SO 

(d) P a r t i c u l a r s of any cases i n which dwelling-houses 
have again become overcroi4ded a f t e r the Local 
Authority have taken steps for the abatement of 
overcrowding , . o . . o . . o o o o . o o o o . .. N i l 

) Aryy othor p-^ii-tic\ile/rs f t h respect to overcrowding 
conditions upon whi-'h .he Medical Officer of 
Health may consider i t desirable to report o o . N i l 

SSCl'ION E. Inspection and Supe:rvir;ion gf Food. 

(a) IIIIiK SDX'PLY. There are t iree registered millc r e t a i l e r t j 
residing" w..thin the Borough. Lispections were frequently made 
to the dairies which were always fcmd to be ke^.t i n a s a t i s f a c t o r y 
manner. There are no producers ;f milk i n the Area. There are 
alec seven registered milk purve/oi ) residing outside the area 
who s e l l milk within the d i s t r i c t . No action was taken during the 
year under review under the Milk (E.'ecial Designations) Order, 
1936 with regard to .sampling. -lost of the milk r e t a i l e d within 
the d i s t r i c t i s by producers, and E..nce adequate control and 
supervision i s c a r r i e d out by the c r f i c e r s i n whose area the milk 
i s produced, I t was considered u;aneeessary to submit samples for 
bacteriological examination. 

(b) MSAT AND OTHER FOODS. Dhere i s one licenced and one 
registered slaughter-house situeteo i n the area. The registered 
slaughter-house was not used during the year under casnsideration. 
Frequent v i s i t s were made to the licenced slaughter-house which was 
always found to be kept i n a clean3,y manner. During the year 4? 
C a t t l e , 22 calves, 3 3 3 sheep and 6C pigs were slaughtered at the 
slaughter-houses. A l l the oarea3e£ and o f f a l were inspected. A to1 
of approxi;iiately 4 6 3 lbs qf meat and o f f a l was volu n t a r i l y surrendei 
end destroyed being u n f i t for ccn8i!:aption. 

The following table shews the number of animals slaughtered 
etc., during the year under review;-



/ 

1 
f 1 
Cattle e.Tc-
clu.dlug Gov/s, 

Oowr; , OalTes Sheep 
and 
Lamhs 

Pigs 

NiimDsr k i l l e d 46 1 22 3 3 3 68 

NuinlDer inspeoted 46 , 1 2E 33i 68 

A l l diseases except 
Tu'be..-'oulosis 
Wiaole carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases of which 
some part or organ 
was condemned0 

Percentage of the 
nnmher inspected 
affected with disease 
other than 
tuhe r c i i l o s i s . 

1 

A l l diseases except 
Tu'be..-'oulosis 
Wiaole carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases of which 
some part or organ 
was condemned0 

Percentage of the 
nnmher inspected 
affected with disease 
other than 
tuhe r c i i l o s i s . 

8 

1 

1 ,43 
n 

A l l diseases except 
Tu'be..-'oulosis 
Wiaole carcases 
condemned. 

Carcases of which 
some part or organ 
was condemned0 

Percentage of the 
nnmher inspected 
affected with disease 
other than 
tuhe r c i i l o s i s . I V . 4 100 4 o 5 1 2 . 6 

Tuherojlosin only. 

iVhole oarcases 
condemned. 

•a 

1 
|Oarc:ii:;;s of ?.hich 
k|Pllllp,rt or organ 
pas condemned 
> 
jPerc :3-itage of the 
kiimoer inspected 
[affected with 
[tubercalosis. 
fl 

3 3 

1 
|Oarc:ii:;;s of ?.hich 
k|Pllllp,rt or organ 
pas condemned 
> 
jPerc :3-itage of the 
kiimoer inspected 
[affected with 
[tubercalosis. 
fl 

6c5„ - - 4.11 

There are four r e t a i l l^utcher shops wi t h i n the Borough. I 
the premises ¥;ere regularly inspected and found to he kept i n a 
cleen and sa t i s f a c t o r y manner. 

(•3) ADIILTBRATiaN. The atministration of the Food and frugs 
(Adulteration) Act, 1928 i s nox carried out hy the Local 
Authority hut by Superintenc.em, W,C.May. 

A l l the samples were cei-ti f i e d by the analyst to be genuini 

SECTION P. Prevalence of ;.nd Control over Infectious and Other 
Diseases 

s c a r l e t FeTer. While the Borough for a number of years has 
been "free from any widespread irjfection, an outbreak of acarlet 
fever oocurred during the ye ar under review when a t o t a l cf 11 
cases were n o t i f i e d . 

i »f 



The ouohreak o.jurrod a:, the Grammar School anongst the 
.ers and althogether 4 cases were no t i f i e d from the School, 

Arrangements were made for the npspension of a l l Boarders from 
— ^ AA^.:.^^—,v,„ dorjaitories and other 

removed to the Iso l a t i o n 
reported from the School 

attendance and di s i n f e c t i o n of ohe 
.reom.s o The four casee were 
Hospital. No further caae v/as 
during the yearo 

The following tafele shovTs ^he number of cases of infectious 
disease notifed etc., during the year 1938:-

Smalipox,0 .... 
Scarlet Fever 
Dpphtheria 0 0 = , 
Snteric Pever o = 
Puerperal Fever 
Puerperal PyrexiE 
Pneun^onia, 
D:>'-senterv, 

i o o o 

Total caues Cases admitteo. Totftl 
n o t i f i e d . to Hospital Deaths 

c a 

» a 11 10 
0 0 

« c 

1 1 -

a 2 2 

0 2' 2 
• J 3 3 

TIJBEECILOSIS . 

I •" NF'|QiSES. \ 
S Hespira. ;or. Tfon-Respiratgr;> 

1 Respir •Rear. 
K Ivi F ate r2L_j at 0x7/. 

( 1 M F f H S F 
i 

0 
1 
PA 

>*• 

- - - : 
15 I z T 

z 
25 — -X 

35 — — — 1 
45 
55 - — 

65 & Over. — — - - — -

- - - - 1 1 



/ ̂ P a r t i c u l a r s i n connection vjizh the administration of 
' e Factory 8z Wprkghops Act. l^'Ol^_jyid the Faptoriss Act, 1957 

p. = IXTSPEOTIONS: Including inepecoions made hy Sanitary Inspectors 

Premises. 
Etmiber of 

•1) 
, , •! 

'inspections 
12) 

Written Notices 
(3) 

Occupiers 
prosecutec 

vactories with mechanical 
fc-fiev 
f 

12 

Factories without ....echanical 
poy/er, — 

Other premises under the Act 
(including T^orks of building 
and engineering construction 
b^it not including 
0 u tw 0 rk e r a pr erii see. 

-

Total ':':1 - -

2,, DEFrUCTS FOTm 

P a r t i c u l a r s 

liYant of cleai'ilinesB ( S . l ) 

DTerprc'iiding ( 8 o2.) 

Unreasonable temperature 

lL.adequat3 v e n t i l a t i o n 

Ineffective drainage of 
floors 0 

Sanitaiy [ n s u f f i c i e n t 
Conveniences unsuitable 03 

defectire 
not aepeirs^te 

• f o r sexes. 

Other offences. 

Total 

Nwiber of defect^ 

Found Remedied 
Referrec 
to H,M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Number of 
offences i n 
respect of 
vvteioh 
prosecutions 
ere i n s t i t u t ­
ed. 

>-.j5J_ 

N i l N i l 

.0. 



OUOrvYOEK IH UMBOLBSOlffi: PEJai lSES, S E C T I O N 1 0 8 . 

Nature of work 
(1) 

Instances 

.(1) 

Notices 
served 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Tf earing Appacel 
Making etc. 

i Cleaning and washing 
1^'ouseiiold l i n e n o.. o <,. « . , 
5iace, lace curtains and nets 
Ourtaina and furniture hangin£,£ 
Ifileotro Place 
:'l l e making 
;irass and brass a r t i c l e s 
i'ur p ulling 
•'ables and chains 
i-nchors and grapnels 
:!art gear 
jOCks latches and keys 
Imhrellas etc 
A r t i f i c i a l flowers 
••fets, other them wire nets 
rents 
Sacks 
Racquet and tennis b a l l s 
Paper etc., boxes paper bags 
Brush making 
Pea picking 
iEeather sorting 
'li,: etc.,of buttons etCo 
Stui.- ,.v- toys 
iBasket making 
Chocolates and sweetmeats 
Cosaques Christmas crackers 

Christmas stockings etc. 
{Textile wearing 
Lampshades. 

m 

N i l N i l N i l 

(Signed) David J , Evans, 

Medical Officer of Health, 


