
SOME .FURTHER MEMORIES. 

I t h i n l c I had b e t t e r s t a r t a t C a r d i f f where I was born and 
f r o n where I cane as a babe i n a rns and f r e q u e n t l y d u r i n g the y e a r s t o 
Cowbridge. L e a v i n g C a r d i f f on a s topp ing t r a i n we r a n through t he d e l i g h t f u l 
lower r e a c h e s o f the E l y R i v e r through E l y , S t .Eagans and P e t e r s t o n - s u p e r - E l y 
to L l a n t r i s a n t xfhero we changed f r o n the G.V//K. to t h e T.V.R. ( T a f f V a l e 
R a i l w a y ) . 

L l a n t r i s a n t had f o u r p l a t f o r n s i n c l u d i n g an i s l a n d and a bay. 
There cou ld be 4 t r a i n s t h e r e a t once - C a r d i f f / S w a n s e a ; S v 7 a n s e a / C a r d i f f ; 

L l a n t r i s a n t / p e n y g r a i g i n tho bay and the Cowbridge t r a i n on the l e f t hand 
s i d e of the i s l a n d p l a t f o r ' n . A l e s the s t a t i o n i s no longer t h e r e , t r a i n s 
r u n n i n g non-stop C a r d i f f / B r i d g e n d . Tho Cowbridge t r a i n had cone f r o n 
P o n t y p r i d d , h a v i n g c r o s s e d the n a i ^ i l i n e s to get t o the p l a t f o r n . The t r a i n 

u s u a l l y c o n s i s t e d of two coaches w i t h an engine i n the n i d d l e w i t h c o n t r o l s 
a t e i t h e r end o f the coaches. I n e f f e c t the engine i D r o p e l l o d w h i l e tho 
d r i v e r i n the c o n t r o l n a v i g a t e d the t r a i n . . F i v e n i n u t e s t o L l a n h r . r r y 
S t a t i o n , wh ich had a s t a t i o n n a s t e r and a l s o a s l i p - o f f i n t o a l i n e k i l n and 
another to the I r o n Ore works. 

A c r o s s Ystradowen Moors w i t h a :lo\m gr&.c.ient and a r o l l i c k i n g 
40 n .p .h . t o Ystradiovfon S t a t i o n , a g a i n w i t h a s t a t i o n n a s t o r ( B i l l L e x j i s whose 
son l i v e s i n Cowbridge) and a. s i d i n g f o r the saw n i l l s ; n e x t Maendy and 
T r e r h y n g y l l H a l t - a h i g h sounding nane but j u s t a p l a i n wooden p l a t f o r n w i t h 
a corrugate'', i r o n shack , as was A b o r t h i n H a l t a n i l e cn . Slow up f o r tho 
s t a f f t o be passed t o t h e sig-nalnan and i a t o Cowbrid^e S t a t i o n and S t a t i o n ­
n a s t e r ¥illians, whose son Prank i s a s taunch Churchiaan o f ou rs . Noi; t h i s 
was a c o n p a r a t i v e l y new s t a t i o n b u i l t f o r t he e x t e n s i o n of the l e v e l t o 
Aberthaw, Tho o l d s t a t i o n was where D r u i d s Green E s t a t e i s now and 
c o n s i s t e d o f a cove red T j l a t f o r n , s e v e r a l s i d i n g s , an engine shed and goods 
o f f i c e s . Two or t h r e e engin^^-s would be depoted here and a n c d l e y o f t r u c k s , 
c a r r y i n g hay , f e r t i l i z e r s , a g r i c u l t u r a l : nacItLnery,. l i v u - - s t o c k and, o f c o u r s e , 
c o a l . I t v;as a h i v e of a c t i v i t y and one o f t ho o u t s t a n d i n g c h a r a c t e r s t h e r e 
was Dan P u n t e r , f a t h e r of Gv f i l yn , ( l shou ld have s a i d t h e j o u r n e y f r o n 
C a r d i f f f , i f t h e r e was a good c o n n e c t i o n a t L l a n t r i s a n t , took 45/50 n i n u t e s ) . 

Cowbridge S t a t i o n had. the honour of u n l o a d i n g and lca .ding the 
K i n g ' s b u l l wh i ch was b e i n g e x h i b i t e d a t Cowbridge Show i n the 20s and JOs. 

I'JO'j i f one wanted to ge t t o the L e y s or B a r r y , one caught one 
of tho 4 or 5 through t r a i n s f r o n L l a n t r i s a n t through a c u t t i n g , then Beauprc 
Woods, f i r s t s top S t . H i l a r y H a l t ; then St.Mary Church Road Sta t ion , " 

. L l a n b o t h e r y H a l t a n i d P l e n i n g s t o n Moors, S t .A than Road S t a t i o n and e v e n t u a l l y 
Aberthaw Low L e v e l . I n p a s s i n g I would say t h a t the s t a t i o n s betvjeon 
L l a n t r i s a n t and Cowbrid.ge were i n or v e r y a d j a c e n t to the p l a c e >7hose nane 
they bore bu t tho ones between Cowbridige and Aberthaw were q ^ j i t e a d i s t a n c e 
f r o n the V i l l a g e s i n v o l v e d . At Aberthaw tho t r a i n w-ould be pushed i n t o tho 
s iddng w h i l e t he engine went o f f back t o S t .A than Road t o do sone shunting: 
w i t h l i n e t:cucks. The passengers would proceed up a h i l l under a b r i d g e 
c a r r y i n g the B r i d g e n d / B a r r y l i n o and i n t o Aber thai / High L e v e l t o e n t r a i n f o r 
B a r r y . B e f o r e the IJar t h i s l i n e c a r r i e d a v e r y i n p o r t a n t t r a i n known a s the 
P o r t to^ P o r t s e x p r e s s . S t a r t i n g a t Swansea, then P o r t T a l b o t , Brid.gend, 
through L l a n t w i t , Aberthaw, Barr3r , B a r r y Docks, P e n a r t h i t a r r i v e d a t C a r d i f f 
whence i t t r a v e l l e d over the G.¥.R. to Banbury, the o l d G rea t C e n t r a l t o 
S h e f f i x J d , G r e a t Nor thern t o Yo rk a.nd the Nor th E a s t e r n t o Newcast le t a k i n g , 
I t h i n k , about 10 hours I t was conposod o f G.U.R.coaches one day and Groat 
Centra.1 the n e x t a i id had a r e s t a u r a n t c a r . There v;as a through coach to H u l l . 

There were, I thin].c, about 'iO t r a i n s a day between Cowbridg^e 
and L l a n t r i s a n t , the f i r s t l e a v i n g he re about 7.00 a . n . and tho l a s t 
a r r i v i n g hero about 11.00 p . n , , kjiown as the Rodney because i f one was not a 

^ v e r y r e s p e c t a b l e c h a r a c t e r he was Imovm as a Rodrioy. Can anyone t e l l no why? 



The eng ines l a t e r on v/ere u s u a l l y 0. 5. 2 t a n k eng ines - f o r the 
u n i n i t i a t e d t h i s i s t r a n s l a t e d as no f r o n t b o g i e s , s i x couTjld d r i v i n g 

wheels and tv70 t r a i l i n g wheels under the s u a l l tender or c o a l bunker. There 
were about 5 or 6 coaches, AS t h e r e were no buses then the t r a i n s were w e l l 

i oa t ron ised . They were happy, c a r e - f r e e and r e l a x e d days and I t h i n k we a r e 
f a r worse o f f by the p a s s i n g of then . At l e a s t , the t r a i n s d i d run whereas 
f r e q u e n t l y t hese days the buses do not.' 

A longs ide the road f r o n the s t a t i o n to B a s t g a t e S t r e e t were 
a l l o t n e n t s and t i l l e d n o s t l y by r a i l w a j i a e n . The i ' i r e and iUabulanco S t a t i o n s 
a r e t h e r e now, 

I'Jhon Cowbridge becano a s t a t i o n o f sone iripDrto.nce houses 
were b u i l t f o r the enp loyees i n what i s now known as C r o f t S t r e e t ; i t used 
to be c a l l e d T a f f S t r e e t . 

T r a v e l l e r s on the r a i l w a y a f t e r the 1914--1G l/ar - H i l t o n 
Adaus, now Churchwarden and O r g a n i s t a t L l a n b l e t h i a n , who was an o f f i c i a l a t 
E l y S t a t i o n ; B i l l Edvfards, f a t h e r o f Bob Edwards, lJoodl;ands C l o s e , Banlc 
Manager a t T o n y r e f a i l i Bob vJil l irDxis, f a t h e r o f T e r r y w i l l i a n s of Cowbridge 
and o f G l y n I J i l l i a n s , e x County L i b r a r i a n , who was i n the I n l a n d Revenue a t 
P o n t y p r i d d ; Dr .Evan Thonas, ox County M.O.H. and l i o n . P h y s i c i a n to the Queen, 
who was then a s tuden t a t C a r d i f f U n i v e r s i t y ; R a l p h : . d l l i a x i s , son o f the 
B e a r H o t e l and b r o t h e r of Evan i / i l l i a n s , w h o won the Grand N a t i o n a l on R o y a l 
M a i l i n 1937, he was an eng ineer ; B i l l D a v i e e , a Baiilc O f f i c i a l and b r o t h e r 
o f h r s Mabel C a i n e s ; Ha ro l d Y o r w e r t h , son o f Ton Yorwor th , s e v e r a l t i r ; e s 
Mayor of Cowbridge, who work a t the Docks; ' . J i l l i e and Leonard vJebb, b r o t h e r s 
o f M i s s /mnie Webb, the l a t t e r ' s widovf b e i n g Mrs Gwyneth ¥ebb, both s t u d e n t s 
i n C h e u i s t r y ; G l y n D a v i e S ; who. l i v e d i n L l a n b l e t h i a n , he was the r i g h t hand 
nan t o Joe H a l l , a Kay Merchant i n C a r d i f f . There nus t have been o t h e r s 
and, i f I have f a i l e d to u e n t i o n t hen , I c r a v e pardon as ny nenory i s not 
what i t was. 

Se lwyn D a v i e s . 
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CpmilGENDi^ 

I an a f r a i d I nade an e r r o r r e g a r d i n g the s u c c e s s o r t o 
l i r V7ayne Morgan regard.ing the S o l i c i t o r s p r a c t i c e a t Taynton House. He was 
succeeded by Mr F.G.Walker o f the f i r n o f G a s k e l l L i J a l k e r - not by Mr 
G a s k e l l . 

The Downs were c u l t i v a t e d by thu Wonen's Land Amy not the 
1/elsh A l l o t n e n t A s s o c i a t i o n . 

S e l i r y n D;;,vies. 
— • 0 0 0 OOO 

PLANE TRUTH 1 . B r i t i s h A i r p o r t s A u t h o r i t y r e p o r t t h a t a r e c o r d of 33.4 
n i l l i o n passengers used i t s seven a i r p o r t s i n 1976. Heathrow had n e a r l y 
2,000,000 nore passengers to r e c o r d a t o t a l o f nore than 23 n i l l i o n , over 
n i n e per cen t up on 1975 . 

PLiJTS TRUTH 2. The c o s t o f ConcorGo to the Governnent f r o n the beg inn ing 
o f the p r o j e c t t o Decenber 3 1 s t 1976 was £727,000,000.' 

l i O M k O S I O N ? The M i n i s t e r of S t a t e f o r H e a l t h i n a w r i t t e n r e p l y i n the 
House of Corii.;ons r e c e n t l y c a l c u l a t e d t h a t t h e pO|;ul.:.tion of the U n i t e d 
Kingdoc i n y e a r 2000 w i l l be 5 8 - 3 n i l l i o n . 

TOURISM. Grea t B r i t a i n earned a r e c o r d £417 n i l l i o n d u r i n g the f i r s t 
n i n e nonths o f 1976 . The f i g u r e i s n e a r l y double t h a t f o r the vjhole of 
1 9 7 5 : ^ 

" 000 000 



COiaRIDGE 1914 - 1918. 

I found the a r t i c l e by C o u n c i l l o r Se lwyn b a v i e s i n the A p r i l i s o u e 
o f the nagaz ine to be o f much i n t e r e s t . 

There a r e v e r y few of us l e f t f r o u those f a r - a w a y days but perhaps 
a l i t t l e f u r t h e r i n f o r n a t i o n n i g h t not be out of p l a c e . 

B e f o r e the F i r s t I l o r l d vJar t h e r e were 3 ga rages , 23 p u b l i c houses, 
2 b r o v j e r i e s , 3 Doc to rs and one B l a c k s n i t h . One of the D o c t o r s , D r . C h a r l e s 
Booth r i e l l o r a t t ended to h i s p a t i e n t s i n v a r i a b l y d r e s s e d i n a top h a t and a 
l o n g - t a i l e d coa t . He was v e r y nuch l o v e d and r e s p e c t e d and a g r e a t 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t . The o the r two were I r i s h , Doctor H a s t i n g s Tofney and Dr. 
l i o yh i han . 

Only two o f the p u b l i c houses were s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g - the Duke and 
the B e a r . The l i ^ n d l o r d s o f a l l the o t h e r s were f u l l y enployod i n v a r i o u s 
c a p a c i t i e s unconnected w i t h the boer t r a d e . I n those, days , the C i t y I n n , the 
Bush and C r o s s I n n were a l l q u i e t c m n t r y i n n s v j i t h r a r e l y a oust oner d u r i n g 
the d a y t i n e . 

The tvro B r e w e r i e s were s i t u a t e d i n the High S t r e e t - one oppos i te 
the Duke and the o t h e r near the p r e s e n t B e t t i n g Shop a t the B r i d g e ( b u t the 
o t h e r s i d e of the r i v e r ( b e f o r e i t was a l t e r e d ) . 

I b e l i e v e C o l o n e l E o n f r a y ovraed the f i r s t n o t o r c a r i n Cowbridge. 
I renenber i t w e l l - a b l u e D a i a l e r l i n o u s i n e - L.6. - the s i x t h c a r to be 
r e g i s t e r e d i n G lanorgan. Other e a r l y n o t o r c a r owners v/ere the l a t e Mr 
Ebswor th o f L landough C a s t l e , the l a t e S i r Thonas Mansel F r a . l c l i n and S i r .. 
F r a n c i s P r i c e F o t h e r g i l l of Hensol C a s t l e . The c a r s were I J o l s e l o y , T a l b o t and 
a v f h i t e s t e a n c a r . I do not know who the f i r s t l a d y n o t o r i s t was but ny l a t e 
s i s t e r , i i r s Dena D a v i d , s t a r t e d d r i v i n g i n 1914. I had ny f i r s t l i c e n c e i n 
1911 (one c o u l d get a no to r c y c l e l i c e n c e a t the age of 14 i n those da3'-s). 
I used to borrow ny b r o t h e r ' s 1909 3"5' h.p. T r i u n p h . 

The l a t e Mr j- ir thur Evans opened the f i r s t garage, about 1909, a t 
the Old i l r n i u r y , wh ich stood a t the s i t e of the Spr<.r Deep f r e e z e r shop. 
Mr E .Jones opened h i s garage oppos i te the Bea r (now Eddershaws) and soon 
a f t e r w a r d s cane Mr . . l , T . M i l l s , who b u i l t an i n p o s i n g p l a c e vfhore the Co-op now 
s t a n d s . The i n i t a t i o n no to r c a r whee ls a re s t i l l to be seen a t the vrind-ow 
c o r n e r s . There was nuch r i v a l r y between the thre.„ Motor c y c l e r a c e s were 
h e l d s t a r t i n g : a t t he Tovrn E a l l and f i n i s h i n g a t t he top o f f r i n r o s e H i l l . 
S tewards s t o p p e d ' a l l t r a f f i c a t the c r o s s roads where the t r a f f i c l i g h t s now 
operate.' 

E v e r y I'larch a g r e a t f a i r was h e l d i n Cowbridge and the n a i n s t r e e t 
was choked w i t h c a r t s x A i c h were parked on e i t h e r s i d e o f tho road. 
"Roundabouts" wore s i t e d on the Bear F i e l d and i t was a g r e a t t i n e f o r the 
y o u n g s t e r s . 

Conpu lsory a t tendance by Grannar Schoo l boys a t a l l 1,1.00 a.n. 
S a i n t s Days S e r v i c e s a t the Church was the r u l e . I/e d i d not get a h a l f dtay 
but i f the Revd. I sa . i ah Robe r t s o f f i c i a t e d we haci t o r e t u r n to f i n i s h o f f the 
u o r n i n g s e s s i o n ; where the Curate,.was not i n so nuch h u r r y and i f t he s e r v i c e 
f i n i s h e d a f t e r 11.30 a.n. wo vrere a l l i - w d the r e s t o f tho n o r n i u g o f f ! The 
V i c a r had a t i n y 6 h.p. s i n g l e c y l i n d e r Do Dion c a r . 

B e f o r e 1914 t h e r e were o n l y 60 boys a t tho Schoo l . The hours were 
6.55 - 8.00 a.n. (7 .50 - 8.00 a.n. i n tho \ f i n t e r ) ; 8,55 - 12.00 ( i Joon ) ; 1.55 
to 4.00 p,n; 6,55 - 8.20 p.n., The Hcadnas te r , the R e v . V / i l l i a n F r a n k l i n Evans 
was g r e a t l y r e s p e c t e d by the s t a f f and p u p i l s . 

ffiien the War broke out nos t o f the c r i c k e t t ean j o i n e d up a t once. 
S e v e r a l j o i n e d the 5 t h Welch R e g i n e n t . Two o f the Dunn b r o t h e r s ^ Frardc and 
J a c k , were k i l l e d a t S u v l a Bay. They went t h e r e w i t h ny b r o t h e r B ruce . A 
t h i r d b r o t h e r , Ton, was droimed a t Moni::outh e a r l y i n the War. That neant the 
l o s s o f t h r e e b r o t h e r s out o f 5 w h i l s t Mr and Mrs Dunn a l s o d i e d d u r i n g the 
War. One b r o t h e r - Guy - s t i l l l i v e s . (Conclud.ed o v e r l e a f ) 



I t i s s o n e t i n o s good to be reminded what e f f o r t s we a re 
s t i l l a b l e t o nake f o r c h i l d r e n i n need even though tho c o s t o f runn ing a 
Chuirch a t a l l i s becon ing h a r d to s u s t a i n . L a s t y e a r we r a i s e d .£105 f o r the 
Save the C h i l d r e n Fund; £450 f o r the Church o f Eng land C h i l d r e n ' s S o c i e t y ; 
£55 f o r the Mother and Baby H.ne a t E l y and f r o n the Sunday Schoo l ch i l d . ren 
i n the n a i n , £65 f o r work anong c h i l d r e n i n i ^ a i r e . And t h a t i s o n l y p a r t o f 
i t : 

S t a n l e y H.Mogford, 
OOJ 0 000 

P U B L I C HOUSES I I I COWBRIDGE - A S THEY ONCE vJERE. J H O CAN COMPLETE OR CORRECT 
T H I S L I S T . 

HAME. 

Three B o a r s Head. 
White L i o n . 
HORSE & GROOM.: 

BUTCHERS • iiRMS. 

B l u e B e l l . 
B r i d g e I n n . 

I f l i e e l w r i g h t A r n s . 

D r u i d s , 
C0Hj]ERCIAL. 
R a i l w a y , 
EDHOHDES ARMS. 
Crown and Anchor, 
Westgate, 

Grey b-ound. 

P e l i c a n . 
Bush. 

FL-iSOHS .dms. 

BEAR.''"^ 

Cov/bridge A r n s . 

R o y a l Oak. 

LOC.iTION, 

How a d r e s s shop, High S t r e e t . 
P e t e r A l a n ' s O f f i c e s , " 
By T o ™ H a l l . 

Becane Red^ Dragon; novf 
Master Brewer . 

L...HDLORD/LAi^DLiA)Y. 

j i .rnold V i l l i s 
kep t one of t h e s e , 
Sai-. Ha.yter; l a t e r B e r t 
G r i f f i t h s . 
x . t one t i n e J i n x i y B l a i r 
C a r d i f f i i . F . C . and 
S c o t t i s h I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 
Miko F i t z g e r a l d , Now the Spar , 

ifhere Mr Ha ro l d P h i l l i p s now l i v e s Mrs Crowley, 
and p r e s e n t c r a f t shop. 
Now D.BroxTO & Sons L t d . 

At en t rance t o D r u i d s Green. 
Now E a s t g a t e . 
By T r a f f i c l i g h t s . 
Corner o f A b e r t h i n Road. 
C a r d i f f Road. 
House now b e i n g renova ted . 

Double f r o n t e d house i n row o f 
C o t t a g e s , Westgate. 
T ownsenil' s Of f i c e s. 
On c o r n e r of The B u t t s . 

Next t o nearby c a r park. 

Hi-o-h S t r e e t . 

High S t r e e t . 

i/here the E l e c t r i c i t y Showroor.is 

t ^ S e r e ^ S a s k e l l & Walker 's O f f i c e s 
a r e . 

Mr Aubrey, who wr.s a 
I'lTieclvf r i g h t . 
I b e l i e v e a Mrs F o s t e r . 
Mr Thonas. 

) 
) Cannot renonber . 

Mrs R u s s e l l . Mr R u s s e l l 
was a p r o f e s s i o n a l to 
Cowbridgo C r i c k e t C lub. 

Mrs V i l l i s , 

Cannot reuenber . 
Mrs Morgan, L a t e r by a 
Mrs Walker, 
J i n C r o s s ; fol lowsd,.by 
h i s son Franlc , 
Morgan f a n i l y ; f o l l o w e d 
by a Greek Shipowner. 
L a t e r by the W i l l i a n s 
f a n i l y . 
A r t h u r Spencer , 
f o l l o L - e d by Ton P r a t t . 

Mrs Labden. 
Mr Thonias, known as 
Thonas the C a r r i e r . He 
c L e l i v e r e d goods f r o n 
the S t a t i o n . 

You w i l l note I have u n d e r l i n e d the e x i s t i n g pubs which anount 
to 7. There a r e , of c o u r s e , G - the o the r b e i n g tho V A L E openedL 1 0 - 1 2 y e a r s 
ago. There v/as a Brewery t h e r e : I n ny earl;;- days. 

Selwyn D a v i e s . 
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