
 

Who was Joe Taylor? 
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The photo above appears in the book ‘Llandudno Through Time’, by Christopher Draper and 

John Lawson-Reay. It shows employees of Dunphy’s Warehouse on Market Street, Llandudno 

in about 1910. Among the twenty-two faded faces are, perhaps surprisingly for the time, two 

Black men. On the extreme left of the front row is, the caption tells us, Joe Taylor, “a black 

Welshman who ran a boxing club in Back Madoc Street”. Intrigued, we endeavoured to 

uncover the story of Joe Taylor’s life in Llandudno, using the resources available to us at 

Conwy Archives. What we discovered was a life in equal parts fascinating and well-lived. 

Joe Taylor and the Census: 

What better place to start our search than the census? 

 

We found Joe in the 1901 census, aged 27, living alone at a boxing saloon on Back Madoc 

Street. This document helped us discover that Joe came to Wales from America. A search of 

the 1891 census first for Llandudno, then for the whole UK, turned up no trace. Therefore, we 

can assume that Joe most likely arrived here no earlier than 1891, and no later than 1898, 

when he first appears in newspaper records. 



 

Jumping forward a decade to 1911, Joe had moved to Taliesin Street, Llandudno – a short 

walk from his work at Dunphy’s Warehouse – where he would live for the rest of his life. The 

1911 census revealed a significant new insight. Then aged 37, Joe was widowed and living 

with his daughter Elsie Josephine, aged 9. Interestingly, Elsie had been born, not in 

Llandudno, but in Longton, Staffordshire, one of the five towns constituting Stoke-on-Trent. 

We shall return to Elsie and her mother a little later on. 



 

Joe Taylor and Boxing: 

We wanted to learn more about Joe’s boxing connection, and if it offered any explanation for 

how a Black American found himself living in North Wales. 

There are a couple of great online resources which you can use to search through old 

newspapers: The British Newspaper Archive (free for public use at Conwy Archives) and 

Welsh Newspapers, a free resource provided by the National Library of Wales. A search of 

both sites revealed quite a few references to Joe Taylor and boxing. 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 

According to an article from Boxing World on 16th August 1899, Joe Taylor was born in 

Baltimore, Maryland on 26th January 1875, and had toured the whole of Great Britain with a 

boxing booth, before settling in Llandudno as the instructor at the Victorian Gymnasium on 

Back Madoc Street. Boxing booths were features of travelling fairs in Britain for around 200 

years, until they died out in the 1970s. The booth boxers travelled from town to town with 

the fair. For each show, or ‘house’, a crowd would gather to watch the boxers take on a 

succession of contenders – men in the crowd who thought themselves tough enough to win. 

Typically, the challenger would win a cash prize if they managed to survive three rounds 

against the professional. The booths have an important place in British boxing history as the 

training grounds for many successful fighters, although it must have been, if you’ll pardon 

the pun, a hard-knock life. Though there was a tradition of Black boxers in the booths, there 

was a ‘colour bar’ which prevented them competing for the professional belts in Britain until 



well into the 20th century. It is noticeable from several of the boxing articles we found that a 

Black fighter’s ethnicity was frequently drawn attention to. Sadly, we don’t know how or why 

Joe Taylor came to be a fighter on the British boxing booth circuit. We do know that Joe came 

from a very poor area. Perhaps he was recruited by a fair owner who paid his Atlantic 

crossing, but we cannot be sure of what really happened and how Joe became involved in 

boxing in the first place. 

How and why Joe settled in Llandudno specifically is also unknown. It is likely that he visited 

Llandudno whilst travelling. As a popular seaside resort, Llandudno hosted travelling 

performers of myriad varieties. Maybe Joe liked it here and decided to stay. Perhaps he was 

tired of travelling and wanted to settle down. Maybe he was stranded here for one reason or 

another, like Richard Codman – whose descendants still run Llandudno’s Punch and Judy 

show to this day! Sadly, we just don’t know. 

Between 1898 and 1904, Joe organised a number of boxing ‘entertainments’ in Llandudno – 

at the Victoria Gymnasium and the Masonic Hall on Upper Mostyn Street. Each consisted of 

a number of contests, and usually Joe would take part in exhibition rounds. Although, as the 

Llandudno Advertiser reported on 1st October 1904, despite being exhibitions, these were 

not necessarily gentle affairs, but “shewed strong hitting” between the two participants! On 

that same occasion the paper reports that Charlie Arrowsmith of Walsall fought George 

Dixon, a Black Canadian fighter (not, as the paper reports, an American), who had the 

distinction of being the World Featherweight Champion, and the first Black athlete to win a 

world championship in any sport. 



 



 



Joe and a Surprising Football Connection: 

During our research we came across quite a few references to Joe Taylor in relation to 

football. These all date from the period between 1906 and 1910. It seems that Joe ended his 

involvement with boxing in about 1905, instead channelling his sporting prowess into 

training one of the local football teams, the Llandudno Celts. The Celts were part of the 

North Wales Wednesday League. Traditionally workers had a half-day on Wednesdays, and 

often competed in afternoon sports – Sheffield Wednesday FC preserve their origin as a 

midweek team in their name. According to newspaper reports, the Celts players were 

younger than other Wednesday League players, and Joe Taylor was something of a father-

figure to them. He developed his own training scheme, and by 1910 he was the vice-chair of 

the club, and was held in high regard. By the time of Joe’s involvement in football there were 

a few pioneering Black players in Britain, notably Arthur Wharton and Walter Tull; but there 

was, and still is, a lot of racism in football. For perspective, it was not until 1960 that the FA 

got its first Black manager, and 1978 before the English national team gave its first full cap 

to a Black player (Viv Anderson of Nottingham Forest). That Joe was a highly respected Black 

coach active in the UK in the early 1900s, is inspirational and hugely important to both 

sporting and local history. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Searching our own archive collections we found this photo of Joe with the Celts team taken 

around 1910. 

 

The newspaper cuttings also give us an insight into Joe Taylor’s health during this time. 

Between September 1907 and October 1908 there are comments about his “recent illness” 

and being “convalescent”, until it is announced on 9th October 1908 that he is well enough to 

train the Celts again. Then, in May 1910, the Weekly News reports that he has “sustained 

serious injury” while delivering beer to the Cross Keys Inn on Madoc Street – presumably as 

part of his job as a warehouseman for Dunphy’s. 

 



 

 

 

 

The Strange Case of the Pigeon Feed Theft 

This story started with the photograph of Joe Taylor and his colleagues at Dunphy ’s 

Warehouse. Dunphy’s was a well-known local chain of grocery stores, with branches in 

Llandudno, Craig y Don, and Penmaenmawr. 
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A search of our catalogue revealed papers from the Llandudno Petty Sessions Court (the 

precursor to the modern Magistrates Court) from 1911, relating to a case brought by R.B 

Dunphy against Hugh Wynne and Joseph Taylor for theft of 64 pounds of mixed corn from 

Dunphy and Sons. The two men did not deny the theft and were found guilty. What ’s very 

unusual about the case is that neither the court nor Dunphy and Sons punished the two men. 

Joe Taylor had worked for Dunphy and Sons for 12 or 13 years at the time of the theft, and 

continued to for decades after. A newspaper report on the case offers some more insight. 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 

“Taylor had been a good servant to the firm, and they did not wish to press the case against 

him”. However, Charles Dunphy stated that the firm had supported Joe with extra sick pay 

during lengthy periods of leave, and that the theft had felt “ungrateful”. We know that his 

serious accident in 1910 occurred at work, so perhaps Dunphy’s provision of sick pay is not 

quite as benevolent as it appears and might be masking Dunphy's responsibility for the 

accident. Whatever the exact situation, it is clear that Joe Taylor’s work and character were 

held in high regard by the firm, who ultimately decided to treat the incident as a forgivable 

lapse. The deciding factor may have been that the two men did not steal the corn to sell for 

personal gain – it was to feed Joe’s pigeons! 



Family Life 

So what of Joe’s wife and daughter? In the 1901 census Joe was living alone as a bachelor. 

The census that year was conducted on 31st March, and less than three months later, on 

27th June, Joe married Elizabeth Dimlowe at the Register Office in Conwy. A shotgun 

wedding, their daughter Elsie was born less than five months later, on 23rd November. 

Tragically, Elizabeth Taylor died on 30th May the following year, 1902. 

Her death certificate shows that she died at The Infection Hospital on Maesdu Road in 

Llandudno of enteric fever and cardiac failure. Enteric fever is an old name for typhoid, a 

bacterial infection associated with poor sanitation and poor living conditions. At the time she 

became ill, Elizabeth, Joe and their baby daughter were still living in Back Madoc Street, but 

had moved from the one room boxing saloon to No 2 Hughes Yard, which had 3 rooms. The 

council rate books for the time show that Back Madoc Street was predominantly an area of 

stables, workshops and even a slaughterhouse; yet it is clear from the 1901 census that 

about 150 people were living in cramped conditions there – little wonder, then, that 

infectious diseases like typhoid thrived. 

 



 

Joe and his daughter were still living at Hughes Yard in 1905, when Elsie started at Lloyd 

Street Infants School, but by 1906 the council rate books show that they had moved to the 

better neighbourhood of Taliesin Street. They lived first at No. 6, and later at No. 23, where 

Joe Taylor remained for the rest of his life. 

Elsie was nine years old by the time of the 1911 census, and Joe had not remarried. So 

alongside working at Dunphy’s, organising and fighting in boxing contests, and training the 

Celts football team, he was also a single parent! Whilst such a prospect faced many widowed 

women, it seems to have been relatively unusual at the time for a man to work full-time and 

be a single parent. 

Evidently Elsie was a bright child, as she passed the entry examination to go to the local 

grammar school (John Bright’s), but instead she attended Mostyn Secondary School on 

Trinity Avenue. The reason for this may have been financial – perhaps Joe, like other parents 

on a low income, could not afford the associated costs of sending a child to grammar school. 

Despite this, she left school educated enough to work at Dunphy and Sons, but in the office 

as a ledger clerk, while her father still laboured in the warehouse. 

Only in October 1918, when Elsie was sixteen, did Joe finally marry his second wife, Eunice 

Bryan, who was sixteen years his junior. They went on to have four daughters together: 

Gladys May (1918-2004), Dorothy (b. 1921), Lillian (b. 1923), and Elizabeth (b. 1926). 



 

Later Years and Death 

What we know about Joe Taylor’s later years comes from two newspaper articles. One from 

the Liverpool Daily Post from October 1941 shows that Joe was a keen and very capable 

gardener, as he was awarded third prize in the Llandudno Gardeners’ Club annual 

competition for best allotment – there were 600 allotment holders, so this was quite an 

achievement! The other article, Joe’s obituary, also talks of his passion for gardening, and 

work he did cultivating allotments on behalf of the Unemployment Welfare Committee. He 

was also the caretaker of the English Presbyterian Church on Gloddaeth Avenue, where his 

funeral service was held. Joseph Taylor died in September 1943 at the age of 68, and was 

buried in the Great Orme cemetery.  

 



 



 

 



A Final Thought on Joe’s Life Before Llandudno 

Joe Taylor lived in Llandudno for over 40 years. He raised 5 daughters there. We started with 

a picture caption which described him as a ‘black Welshman’. We have no idea how he 

identified himself by the end of his life – was he Welsh, or still American in his heart? 

We know Joe left the States in the late-1800s, but did he ever get to go back and visit? Did he 

maintain contact with his family? We know very little about Joe’s life in the US, but we can 

surmise a certain amount. One newspaper article says he came from Baltimore, Maryland; 

but on the 1921 census he gives his place of birth as Prince George County, USA. Presumably 

this is the Prince George County in Maryland. 

 

 

We also know that his father was a ‘farmer’ by the name of George Taylor. Joe was born in 

1875. Maryland had been a slave state until only ten years before his birth. Prince George’s 

county was rural, and had the highest concentration of slaves in Maryland. We will never 

know for sure, but it seems highly likely that George Taylor was born into slavery; and that by 

‘farmer’, Joe likely meant that his father was a poor sharecropper after his emancipation. In 

the index of those freed from slavery in Prince George’s County in the 1860s, there is one 



George Taylor listed as being freed by John Henry Waring in the 1860s. John Henry Waring 

and his family were some of the richest plantation owners in Prince George’s County. George 

Taylor was 26 years old when he was freed. Is this Joe’s father? 

 

Joe's extraordinary life seems to have been full, active, and civic-minded. His presence as a 

Black man on the streets of Llandudno must have been somewhat unusual for the time. We 

have no idea of the sort of prejudices he may have encountered, but we do have a glimpse of 

how he may have dealt with it… In a sort of gossip column in the Llandudno Advertiser of 

12th February 1904, we find the following: 

“There is no truth in the rumour that the L.A.D.S. [Llandudno Amateur Dramatics Society] 

contemplate staging “Uncle Tom’s Cabin" That we are authoritatively informed that Joe 

Taylor has never been approached with the idea of taking the role of Uncle Tom [a slave], 

but… that he thinks the Messrs Dunphy’s Stores foreman would not object to taking the part 

of “The Fat Boy from Peckham”… 

It sounds like, appropriately enough for a boxer, Joe Taylor could fight his own corner when 

faced with racism. 



 

Do you know more about Joe Taylor’s life? Are you a descendant? We’d love to hear from you. 

You can contact the Archives at archifau.archives@conwy.gov.uk and on 01492 577550 or 

pop in to see us at the Culture Centre in Conwy. 
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Links: 

Boxing: 

Boxing booths | booth boxing | boxinghistory.org.uk 

History of the Boxing Booth - Research and Articles - National Fairground and Circus Archive - 

The University of Sheffield 

Black Footballers: 

https://www.boxinghistory.org.uk/boxingbooths.html
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/nfca/researchandarticles/boxingbooth
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/nfca/researchandarticles/boxingbooth


Football's Black Pioneers - Timeline - Football's Black Pioneers (footballs-black-pioneers.com) 

Maryland Links: 

Legacy of Slavery in Maryland 

Freedom Records Index, Prince George's County, Maryland 

https://footballs-black-pioneers.com/footballs-black-pioneers-timeline/
http://slavery.msa.maryland.gov/
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/stagser/s1400/s1411/html/index38.html
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