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Dear Mr. Morris:

4r yoy klory, the Board of rrustees of the wersh National Gymanfa Ganu
Association have approved that Richmond, B.C. will be the s'ite of the the North
American Festival of wales on Labour Day week end in 2003.

The Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association is an international orqanization for thepurpose of preserving and enhancing Welsh culture within Norlh nmSiiCa.- eacn
Y99r, !!e Welsh c9r1.9 together at.difterent North American venues (eiamptes are
?99] .sgn Jose, california; z0ozHarrisburg, pennsytvania; 2o0C hicrimono, B.c.;
?991 t ttggara. Fa.!!s,.New York ) to celebrate-Welsh h6ritage'and cutture. Richmond
2003 will be the T4thannll?l gathering of the Welsh peoflle of ruo,rn America. We
expect that attendance will be in excess of one thous'and'pafticipants.

The organizing committee of Richmond 2003, has secured the hotel site of the
Htchmond Inn, the Hilton and the Marriott. Most of the events of the week end will
take place at this location. However, there are two events which are too lirge for the
hotel site. The first is a concert on saturday evening, Au.gust 29,2003. iv"prcjriy, 

-
the concert features at least one male voice choir trcjfir W5tes. in aOOit,on, rire have
already received confirmation from an outstanding children's choir from Newcastle
Emlyn, Cardiganshire that they willpanicipate in ine Festival. The concert is atwiys a
very.popular event not just with delegates but with the public. Therefore, we are
looking.for a site that will hold approiimately 1200 peoi:le. The secono bvent is the
QYmanfa Ganu which is a hymn singing evdrt wrth_fbur part community singing
lgril,, this activity must accbmmod-ate about 12oo peo'ple The Gym'anfaba"nu witt
taKe place on sunday afternoon and evening, August, 30, 2003. Eiecause these
are musical events, we are also interested in 

-a 
site tnat is acoustically appropriate for

such an event. We do know that the facilities that now exist at tuctrlath'Seiondary
are very suitable in this regard.

Pcrcr. MN 560lil-l49t(
-rlltll: cllts(/ uu\l!\ u\ L'(lu



I app.reciate the a_s91sJ31cg that you have provided to me regarding the rentat of asuitabte secondary schoorgymnasium toi tnis prrdG. F;rTowi;g"yoJr'ioui.e, thePresident of the Welsh Natio*nal Gymanfa Gi;ti ASJociation and tE6 Lnairberson ofthe Richmond 2003 ?ommittee, Alan up$qti oJ kel,niJre, wasnindtoill,{o I visitedMcMath seconda.ry scho.ol and met witn Mr. AteiCimp6err, prindipii.te werevery impressed with the site and believe that a secondaiy scnooi gtffiasium suchas the one at McMath would be a marvelous faciiiiyto nciro these 6'vents.
Personally I am also delighted qt lhe prospect oi i6itirring a nicnhono'Scnoot
District tacitity to so mani people irom Nortn American and wales.

Therefore, we would like to make formal arrangements to book McMath SecondarvSchool for both Saturday, August 29 and Silt"v, August go, 2ooC. rr,li. cl'i rit Llhas been very accommobating and we certainly a'pprecjate rris'assislancJ.
However, one concern that we have is transportation of participants from the hotel
site to the school. Therefore, we would requ'est assuranbe tnai it nicnmJn'o
secondpry school is. complete by this time in zoog, botn the Concen ano ine
$ynaLt? Ganu sessions could be held at Richmond Secondary. Failing that, if
l{9l9lli: completed, this too would be preferaote io rvrcMJtn'siiuen inE iirt"nr"
ractor and assuming that the gymnasium site has the same acou-stical standards and
size as McMath.

t f1oPp that this letter summarizes our conversations to date. As this is an event of a
significant size and inte.mationalsignificance and in this way may Oe Oitfeient fromprevious rentals, we th.ink it is imp6rtan! t9 plovide the distiict triitf'l peiio,iar
:p?fr+l]Ij9,I9"t with the officers of the WNGGA and to pose quesitonr 

"s 
yo,

:?.91'l^] t"lglof?.t in the not too distant future Alan and t wouto be most appreciative
tT we can meet wtth you regarding this event.

Thqnk you once again for allyour assistance in this regard and we look forward to
yglryng toward a very successful North American Fedtival of Wales in Richmond in
2003.

Sincerely,

Lynn Owens-Whalen
Vice Chairperson, Richmond 2003
Vice President, WNGGA

c Mr. Chris Kelly,.Superintendgnt, g.D 3g (Richmond)
Dr. Alan Upshall, president, WNGGA
Dr. Ellis Jones, Executive Director. WNGGA
Mr. Alex Campbel.l, principal, McMath Secondary School
Ms. Darlene Macklam, principar, Richmond Secoridary S-noot
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