
Col. Alfred J. Reese, Jr', USA (Ret)

PO Box 485
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7 Apnl2003

Howard Stringer
62East91" Street

New York, NY 10128

Dear Howard,

congratulations on your recognition by the welsh Society of philadelphia I asked for and was

denied the opporrunity to point out tii"i vo" and I ut ttt" ltily ti.l,iog persons who share four

distinctions. First, and the most importuni dirtin"tion, is that w! are welshmen. we have been

recognized Uv cr""i Vountain Coriege wiq.the George loles Award" by the National Welsh-

American Foundation with its Heritage"rraedauion,.an4 i of the dinner, we have both received the

Robert Morris Award. we also uott s,ireJ through the ancient sound system that no one has learned

from experience to check in advance, or better yet' trash'

Now for a more important subjec! your eyesight- Faye- developed wet type macular

degeneration that was first addressed with laser surgery. uirort rnat"ly, the liser treatments damaged

one eye to the extent that she completery lost thJ central vision. we ended up at Hahaneman (?)

Hospital in philadelphia where she underwent an experimental treatment consisting of 8 very low

intensity radiation treatrnents. They were successful to ttte extent that her remaining relatively good

eye stabili zed and,thouglr we know it wiil never get any better, it has not gotten any worse' The

message is to be careful with laser'

Back on 6 March lggg, while I was the President of the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu

Association (wNGGA), I wrote ,o you seeking advice. I clearly stated thatr was not looking for any

money and that I was truly looking f"; h;lp you are familiar *itn trtt annual National Gymanfa Ganu'

but I was sure you were not aware oi tit" organizarion that has been responsible for these annual

productions. The WNGGA, responsible for the seventy-two gymanfaoedd' is clearly the

foremost welsh oriented organization operating on the Norttr American cbntinent' No one, outside of

the management of the mIGGe, is aware of how tenuous is the financing of the annual events' In

rec€nt years, lgg0 and lggT,we iuffered losses that served to shake the confidence over the futrne of

the nationals.

obviously, our greatest disadvantage is tlrc_ small Welsh descendent population in North

America in compariron"to the lrish, s"ottiln, and German groups: The inborn conservatism of the

welsh and the perceived solemnity associated with an event that highlights hyrnn singlng-also serve to

reduce awareness of our heritage. Attempts to buitd the viiiuitity of the welsh and their

accomplishments in a documentary, that I got the WNGGA to accept as a project, have not really

gotten offthe ground.

I have known for some time that there are approximately 150 United States and Canadian

corporations with operations in wales. It was always-my hope that we could somehow stabilize the

financing of the an rual events to eliminate or reduce-the nervous situation confronting a local venue
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committee desiring to sponsor a national gymanfa. These corporations seemed like a potential target. I

was not being widely opportunistic. I set, as an objective, the relatively modest goal of obtaining a

$2,000 contribution from ten of the corporations thus providing a stable base of $20,000 a year to

underwrite the annual.

Our problem, especially mine, was that no one seemed to know how or seemed ready to

approach the corporations with this modest request. I never did learn how to raise money; I was only

eiperienced in spending it. I was hoping that you could advise us on the best approach to get in the

door at the level authorized to consider and approve such a proposal.

Since that letter, I led and secured approval of signifrcant changes in the WNGGA with its
board assuming greater responsibilities for the nationals, becoming the main sponsor and inviting local

co-sponsoring groups, advancing modest seed money, and co-sigring necessary contracts with hotels

and for other facilities.

As the annual nationals, which began as one-day events, eventually grew into the fow-day
celebration you were familiar with in Wilkes Barre, a major change in its complexion and complexity
occurred. Events including: a noson lawen" a grand banquet, grand concert, a Welsh Market Place and

seminars and tours; clearly made the" celebration more diversified and, some thought, began to
overshadow the actual Sunday gymanfa sessions.

A major change occurred in San Jose at the 70th Annual that saw sfreet festivals and a Wales

World Nation Pavilion sponsored by The National Assembly of Wales, the Wales Tourist Board and

the Welsh Development Agency. The pavilion included live music, street theater, and dance, a science

exhibition; Welsh food and cooking exhibitions; Welsh craft demonstrations; and exposition of Welsh

tourism and film industry. Clearly, this was a significant change. However, while this led to the
change of the name to the North American Festival of Wales, the name of the organization remains the
Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association and all effort will be expended emphasizing the
importance of The National Gymanfa Ganu

However, it is recognized and hoped that the change will improve its identity as a celebration
of Welshness this side of the Atlantic, increase the attractiveness of the annual event and lead to
greater participation. It seems to me that these changes should make the event more atFactive to
potential corporate sponsors desiring publicity and visibility regarding their interests and activities both
here and in Wales.

I realize this is an extremely long letter for a busy man. If I tried this on one of my bosses they
would have thrown me out of their office. I hope it leads to some solid advice on how we should
approach the problem or, more hopefully, even create an interest for active participation, of a busy
man, with your contemporaries. This could well be ygur gleatest contribution to the advancement of
the Welsh Communitv in North America.

Sincerelv.

Alfred J. Reese,Jr.

PS To add more to my infliction, you may be interested in knowing that I am deeply involved in
writing the history of the WNGGA in anticipation of its 75th anniversary celebration in Niagara Falls,
NY in 2004
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25 Septernber 1999

Howard Stringer
President
Sony Corporation of America
550 Madison Avenue,34th Floor
New York, New York,10022-3211

Dear Fioward,

Reference my letter of 6 March 1999, copy inclosed, seeking advice on the
subject of corporate sponsorship of the Annual Welsh National Gyrnanfa Ganu.

The 68th Annual Welsh National Gyrnanfa Ganu, held in Minneapolis 2-5
Septernber 1999, was an outstanding cultural and educational event attended by
over 1200 Welsh descendants from the United States, Canada, Wales and as far
away as New Zealand.

It rerninded rne of the irnportance of making an effort to secure corporate
sponsorship for this annual gathering. So rnuch could be done for the mutgal
benefit of both the sponsors, who would be publicized in all of our publications and
communications, and the Welsh National Gyrnanfa Ganu Association

I believe so strongly in this that
an un-incorporated corporation eligible
support for the next five years.

Believe me when I say that I am bothering you only for advice. Perhaps y<-ru

could have one of your experts in the field of giving help rne and the great Welsh
National Gymanfa Ganu Association..

Sincerely,

Alfred J. Reese. Jr.
President, WNGGA

I have made a commitment, calling myself
at half the rate for a corporate sponsor, of

68'h WELSH |IATI0NAL GYMANFA GANU - Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA - September 2-5,1ggg

N orth hnericr' s rtnal, foretnost $rmanfa of the century featurhg 0 prenliere flr the neyv millennitutt, , ,

CAr Cymry Gogledd Anterica-The North AmericanWelsh Choir
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break through barriers to get to the

would even receive consideration?

Alfred J. Reese, Jr'
President, WNGGA

6 March 1999

Howard Stringer
President
Sony Corporation of America
550 Madison Avenue,34th Floor
New York, New York 10022-3211

Dear Howard,

Surpriselll This is not a request for money. It is a request for advice on

how to raise money. The late Jack Evans used to laugh at me when I told him that

my life in the u.S. Army only trained me for spending money not raising it'

My problem is with the Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu Association

(WNGGA) and its financing of the premier welsh cultural event in North

America, the annual four day Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu' This year it is

scheduled for 2-5 Sept. in Minneapolis. Each year it glows in size and complexity

*ith ,o.r.sponding iemands for greater financial resoulces at the venue level'

The most difficult peliod is during eally planning slages' A requirement for up

front ,-noney, befoie receipts from registrations become available, leads to

nervousness and worry for all of us'

The sad part of all this is that we are not concerned with big money' A

relatively srnall amount, say $20,000 available at the right time, would not only

solve this early cash flow piobtem but would contribute to the continued financial

solvency of the Association

For some time, I have had dreams of locating corpolate sponsols for the

Annual Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu. A logical source-would appear to be the

i50 cream of the crop No;h American Cornpanies with facilities in Wales' Even

thougfi a dream, if silould not be impossible to locate ten companies willing to

provide annual corporaie sponsorship of $2,000 each in exchange for grateful

public acknowledgment here and in Wales'

The simPle question' How does one

level where a request for support of this type

SincerelY,

Packet of Bulletins SeParatelY

6g,h WELSH NATI0NAL GYMANFA GANU - Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA - September 2-5,1999

North Anuica's final, foremost Syntanfa of the centtu'y feuturing a preniere f\r the new ntillennwm"'

c6r cymry Gogledd Atnericu-The North Anrcricanwelsh choit'
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Hor,v wonderful it was to see you and Lynn in Minneapolis and to be able to

have some time together. Bill Griffiths and I and our wives have made it a practice

to get away for dinner between Sessions of the gymanf-a ganu. It gives us sort of a

breat from the rush of activities on that very full Sunday. Sunday starts with a

Board of Trustees meeting at 0730 hours and we just get finished in tirne for the

church service. The two sessions make it a busy day'

We rvere also fortunate to be able to enjoy the tirne with Gareth and Val and

thank you for that opportunity. What a bundle of Welshness, wit, and humor he

brings with hirn. Copies of the pictures I took on Monday are inclosed'

Maybe the best way of telling you what I'm trying to do with corporate

sponsorship of the Annual Welsh National Gymanfa Ganu is to quote from a letter

I wrote to Howard Stringer, President, Sony Corporation of America, Seeking

advice.

I started by saying that the late Jack Evans used to laugh when I told him

that my life in theU. 3 A""V only trained me for spending money not raising it. I

then went on to say

..My problem is with the welsh National Gynanfa Ganu

Association (WXCCA) and its financing of the premier Welsh cultural

event in North Arnerica, the annual four day Welsh National Gymanfa

Ganu. This year it is scheduled for 2-5 Septernber in Minneapolis. Each

year it gro;s in size and cornplexity with corresponding dernands for

greater flnancial resources at the venue level. The rnost difficult period is

iuring early planning stages. A requirement fol up front lnoney, before

receifts frorn registiations become available, leads to nervousness and

wgrry for all of us.

The sad part of all this is that we are not concerned with big money.

A relatively srnill arnount, say $20,000 available at the right time, would

not only solve this early cash flow problem but would contribute to the

68* WELSH NATI0NAL GYMANIA GANU - Minneapolis, Nlinnesota, USA - September 2-5,1999

North America's frnal, t'orenmst gymant'a of the century t'eaturing a premiere flr the neyv nillennium,,.

C6r Cymry Gogledd Anterica-The North AmericanWelsh Choil'
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continued financial solvencv of the Association.

For some time, I have had dreams of locating corporate sponsors for
the Annual Welsh National Gymnafa Ganu. A logical source would appear

to be the 150 cream of the crop North American Companies with facilities

in Wales. Even though a dream, it should not be irnpossible to locate ten

companies willing to provide annual corporate sponsorship of $2,000 each

in exchange for grateful public announcement here and in Wales".

I did not say so but our acknowledgment would be in the form of repeated

publicity in all of our publications and communications. I also emphasized that I
was not asking him for money, I was asking for advice on how to gain entr6e to

that level in corporate life where a request of this type would even receive

consideration.

I feel so strongly on all of this that I have made a personal commitment,

calling myself an un-incorporated corporation eligible at half the rate of a corporate

sponsor, ofsupport for the next five years.

Paul, you have been associated with the Annual Welsh National

Gymanfaoedd for so many years that you are more familiar with it than any one in

Wales. I know that you know that there is nothing like it anywhere in the world
other than Wales. Anything you can do to help, including advice and suggested

avenues, in this effort will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Alfred J. Reese, Jr,
President, WNGGA


